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EDITORIAL 


THE VIRGIN MOTHERHOOD MARY 


Pope Pius XII proclaimed the Marian Year was not only with the 

intention that the faithful should celebrate the centennial the definition 

the Immaculate Conception. That event wishes honored with 
becoming appropriateness was its due. But there deeper and more 
significant reason for setting aside year Mary, and among them could listed his 
desire honor the Mother God for what God Himself had done her. Her vir- 
ginal motherhood and spotless conception, her continuous preservation from all sin 
and her glorious assumption into heaven are all events that deserve honor and praise 
from all Christians. The Marian Year this and undoubtedly accomplishing 
it, for the many sermons and writings these subjects are making God’s faithful more 
and more aware these special gifts that belong the Virgin Mother. 


Another very important purpose the Marian Year foster and promote de- 
votion the Blessed Mother. This not only something beautiful itself, but 
particularly pleasing Christ, who, having willed honor Mary Himself, wills also 
that mankind should honor her. Another most important aim the Marian Year 
the fostering holiness the lives the faithful devotion Mary. one 
knows better than the Pope that the souls dedicated and consecrated the Mother 
God are that very reason filled with sincere and intense desire the things 
that please her. But nothing more pleasing Mary than holiness souls, and she 
does all her power bring sanctity her children. 


But far the outstanding honors Mary are her Divine Maternity and her most 
fruitful Virginity. her role mother, Mary shows all those qualities that are 
traditionally attached mother love, such tenderness, self-sacrifice, devotion 
and intense desire for the welfare the child every respect. the 
very nature things Mary’s devotion mother was far superior that any or- 
mother, for her offspring was not only her Son, but was also the Eternal 
Son God and her Creator. She not only loved her Son; she literally worshipped Him 
she was indeed bound do. Her motherhood supreme and exemplifies that noble 
its highest form. 


Mary, too, was ever virgin. Her dedication God was complete. one had 
the right intervene place claim Mary the basis espoused love that gave 
rights. Rather than forego her virginity, Mary would have foregone the role 
Divine Motherhood, for Mary understood very clearly that only virginity can 
soul serve God alone without the obligation having seek please another. Still 

virginity was fruitful, most fruitful, for not only did she become the Mother 
Christ, but she was made the mother the human race the dying com- 
mand her God Son. Combined Mary, therefore, its most excellent form 
the honor motherhood coupled with the dignity virginity example all 
mankind the way both these states should lived perfection one’s aim. 


For the Benedictine Sister, particularly this time, there great meaning the 
Virgin Motherhood Mary. The benevolence the Holy See has granted the 
American Benedictine Sisters the unique privilege receiving the ancient and rich rite 
described the Roman Pontificale the Consecration Virgins. Throughout these 
United States this beautiful and symbolic ceremony being enacted the various 
Benedictine convents bishops and abbots order give due honor the women 
members this ancient Order because the good that the Sisters are doing the 
various social fields. Their virginity has indeed been fruitful, for although without 
children their own the natural order, they have mothered and loved 
souls who have become their spiritual offspring. These Sisters have literally worked 
for these people, prayed for them, taught them and, many instances, died serving 
them. The work these virgins has borne fruit, most precious fruit, that will for all 
eternity testimony their complete dedication and consecration Christ their 
Spouse and His cause. 

But particular seems good make point the influence that the Sisters 
have particular group. The Blessed Mother was very special way great 
power the lives two men Christ and Saint Joseph. Divine Providence 
Mary taught the boy Jesus the natural order and instilled into His character those 
marks and traits that made Him gentle, kind, firm and manly. Christ could have 
had all these virtues view the hypostatic union, but willed receive them 
from Mary. And the case Saint Joseph here again the Virgin Mother was the 
great help that enabled this man the chaste virgin that his role life called for. 
Undoubtedly Mary gave him inspiration and strength character what ought 
be, first for Mary’s sake and then, through her, for God’s sake. 

Sisters can this same thing towards the youth that they serve. Their example 
complete devotion Christ shown, and must shown, the care, love, devo- 
tion, and unselfish service that they bestow their students. Their power 
fluence unlimited and they can make young boys and young men other Christs— 
make them was their age. The power the teaching Sister often even 
greater than that natural mother, for the student aware fineness and devoted- 
ness the virgin that lends her works special holiness because they are done 
purely and solely for the love God. 

the Lady Mary was power the lives Christ and Saint Joseph, must 
the Sister influence and incentive the lives the young boys and young 
men whom she teaches. this which Christ has called her. Her complete 
votedness and consecration Christ her most pure motive; untiring zeal for this same 
excellent motive will insure her success striving make gentlemen saints out the 
youth this land. But most powerful incentive all these things will always be, 
the goodness Divine Providence, the example Mary, the Immaculate 
and Mother. 

Rev. Francis Broderick, 
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Benedictine Approach Marian Piety 


HRISTIANS who worship Jesus 

Nazareth the eternal Word God 
human flesh have always venerated 
the woman who His Mother. the 
very beginning Christianity two out- 
standing believers, the evangelists, St. 
and St. John, clearly manifest 
deep interest the Virgin Mary that 
not merely personal but that the whole 
Catholic community their day. the 
history God’s holy people possible 
tofind, even centuries before the Incarna- 
tion, definite traces enthusiastic ex- 
directed towards the virgin- 
daughter Sion whose childbearing 
God would bring His universe the peak 
glory. “The earth has yielded her 
(Ps. 66: 7). All the children 
Abraham, sharing his faith, longed for the 
promised birth child, armed with 
divine might, who would destroy evil and 
the whole world the sanctuary 
the Lord. 

Every generation has lifted its voice 
tocall Mary blessed; yet the course 
centuries this voice praise has manifest- 
itself manifold and diverse ways. 
expression the Christian faith, 
Marian theology and devotion have ad- 
vanced from age age magnitude, 
and strength. Since this ad- 
vance has taken place human minds 
hearts, which cannot long sustain 
steady and direct course, all development 
has not been simple straightforward 
direction. The Providence God has 
watched over and His Spirit has inspired 
yet, the case the whole course 
ofhuman development, natural and super- 
Divine Wisdom has been work- 


ing through human limitations, and per- 
mitting these operate and leave their 
mark. Attacked error, now one 
side, now another, Marian doctrine 
has drawn itself tremendous concen- 
trations human energies and talents. 
has responded every assault its 
vigorous growth and rich flowering especi- 
ally the part those aspects the 
truth that have been particularly threat- 
ened. Constant meditation has steadily 
enriched the Christian understanding 
God’s work Mary, but, the same 
time, each age has tended evaluate 
the story Mary according its par- 
mood and temperament. 
keeping these facts mind, the Christian 
will better understand the history 
Catholic devotion the Mother God. 

number years ago eminent arch- 
bishop asked the present writer Bene- 
dictines have special devotion the 
Blessed Virgin. The adjective, “special,” 
made simple answer very difficult. The 
archbishop, most likely, was thinking 
those orders the Church that look 
Mary some way their special foun- 
dress or, which some form Marian de- 
votion therein originated, have won the 
affection the Catholic world. must 
admitted that Benedictine monks and 
nuns, body, share fully the Christian 
community’s intense admiration and love 
for the Mother God, yet could they 
any way call themselves specialists this? 

likely that many common Cath- 
olic Marian devotions originated some 
Benedictine monastery. The liturgical 
dedication Saturday the Mother 
God would seem Benedictine 
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origin. The Rule St. Benedict desig- 
nates for the first time that Mary’s own 
prayer praise and thanksgiving, the 
Magnificat, chanted the climax 
the Christian’s vesper service. But these 
practices soon became common 
throughout the whole Christian world 
that would seem affected claim that 
there anything Benedictine about them. 
Numerous Benedictine monasteries have 
been dedicated Mary, but again, this 
not something unique. Churches dedi- 
cated Mary are found all over the 
world. Often enough Benedictine 
monastery has been, and sometimes still 
is, famous shrine Our Lady, but 
not natural that monks and nuns, like 
the rest the Catholic community, 
should erect shrines honor the Queen 
Heaven? 

Many Benedictine saints and doctors, 
such Anselm, Peter Damian, and Bede 
the Venerable, have played prominent 
part the development Marian the- 
ology; yet this perhaps should attribut- 
their sanctity. 

answering the archbishop, the writer 
called attention the honor Benedictines 
pay Mary simply through the daily recita- 
tion the Divine Office and the celebra- 
tion Mass. St. Benedict urges the 
monk put nothing before the Work 
God. fulfilling this injunction the 
Benedictine must necessity concentrate 
upon the mysteries redemption 
which Mary often plays outstand- 
ing part. The Revelations St. Ger- 
trude the Great effectively demonstrate 
what the celebration Mary’s feasts can 
and should mean Benedictine. 

The archbishop’s piety might have 
been embarrassed even offended the 
little the writer had say were not 
familiar with the nature Benedictine 
piety and with the factor stressed earlier 
this paper, concerning the growth, de- 
velopment, and manifold diversity 
Marian devotion. 
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Something more must said about 
the emphasis that His Excellency laid 
the specialness that was looking for 
Benedictine piety. People generally 
today pay too much attention this 
kind thing. The individualism 
recent centuries has had its effect the 
piety all Catholics. Even religious 
have tendency overemphasize charac 
teristics their lives their Order 
congregation which distinguish them 
from all others. Benedictines who 
perly understand their own tradition and 
spirit instinctively shrink from such 
congenial ways thinking. 

Although Benedictines can give 
facile answer such question that 
proposed the archbishop, there are 
some things which should said about 
this matter. St. Gregory nowhere 
cords that the Holy Virgin counseled St. 
Benedict when was writing his Rule. 
Nor can modern Benedictines point toa 
Marian devotion not shared with all the 
people God. would be, however, 
great pity and impoverishment 
all Catholic life Benedictines, disturbed 
what seems defect their own 
piety, should try compensate for this 
apparent lack adding new forms 
piety and new devotions life which 
for centuries has been acknowledged 
unusually full one. 

Many these new forms piety 
designed primarily stir the devotion 
those who are negligent who are not 
intellectually and religiously prepared 
respond the Church’s deep and 
mental enthusiasm for Our Lady and the 
glory God, radiant her. All devo 
tions theologically sound are good, but 
their number necessitates that 
ing this choice well remember that 
some forms piety are better than others 
because they are primarily 
with the more important 
elements God’s redemptive work. 
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mode and the particularities 
local color are important, not them- 
selves, but far they promote 
manifest deep love and genuine venera- 
tion. 

What kind devotion Mary, then, 
find among Benedictines? With- 
out boasting any exclusive superla- 
tive relationship Mary, can Benedic- 
tines encourage themselves with the 
thought that the Mother God close 
and that she rejoices their holy 
desires because both she and they cherish 
common the same ideal? Certainly, 
this what other religious orders are 
demonstrating dramatic way when 
they treasure stories Marian 
upon their foundation. 
would great pity Benedictines 
should feel that they lack this kind 
comfort and consolation. Just the 
true children Abraham are not those 
born Abraham’s flesh and blood but 
those who hold fast the faith Ab- 
truly those religious are the 
“order” Mary who love and cherish 
the religious values that are dearest 
her. 

From the Gospels one can learn the 
chief characteristics Mary’s piety. She 
was virgin, full faith, humble and 
obedient, who listened the words 
God and pondered upon them her heart. 
Her faith praised holy Elizabeth. 
Her obedience manifest her accept- 
ance God’s plan rather than her own. 
She responded the angel’s message, 
“Be done unto according Thy 
Word.” Just St. John and St. Paul 
stress the obedience Jesus, the earli- 
emphasize the obedience 
Mary and contrast with the disobedi- 
ence Eve. 

penetrating the Gospel text one 
how Mary makes her own the piety 
the Hebrew “poor” man. The Psalm- 
and the Prophets assert that God’s 
special blessing and affection rests not 


upon the strong and the powerful, but 
upon the poor, the humble, and the op- 
pressed. The words the re- 
veal the fact that Mary understood God’s 
favor towards her terms His good- 
ness the lowly and the poor. She takes 
this strain Hebrew piety that 
especially marked Isaias his picture 
the “Suffering Servant.” 

the Savior was the suffering 
slave the Lord, Mary, too, humbly 
offers her services she responds 
effect the angel, “Behold the female 
slave the Lord.” But the poverty 
Mary best realized when note her 
separation from Jesus her later years. 
The spiritual poverty that involves 
separation from all that one’s own be- 
gan, for Mary, years before when she 
turned away from the materialistic inter- 
pretation Judaism that flourished 
her day. She dared advance beyond 
common Jewish thought planning for 
herself virginal life, and she was open, 
few her contemporaries were, 
spiritual interpretation the Messianic 
promises. Whereas her contemporaries 
looked triumphant war lord, Mary 
kept her eyes fixed the Suffering Poor 
Man who would enter His royal city 
riding upon ass. 

Our Lord the Sermon the Mount 
has especially celebrated the blessedness 
the “poor” man, the poor spirit, the 
humble, the meek. All genuine Christian 
piety embraces this mystique holy 
poverty, but the Hebrew man, 
the anaw, especially lived the monks 
and nuns the first ages. look 
St. Benedict’s Rule, seems that from 
the welter religious thoughts and prac- 
tices flourishing his day, chose 
hold out his followers the ideal the 
lowly, God-fearing man, separat- 
from his own will and the ownership 
hisown body. the foundations 
the religious life upon faith and love, 
upon humility and holy servitude. 
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the first sentences the Prologue his 
Rule, St. Benedict exhorts his sons re- 
turn obedience the God whom they 
have abandoned through disobedience. 
each monk St. Benedict sees the con- 
trast which the Fathers the Church 
observed between Mary and Eve. Sin 
entered the world Eve’s disobedience, 
and salvation came through the obedi- 
ence Mary. 

St. Benedict’s fondness for holy silence 
based essentially the subjection 
the monk and his poverty before God. 
Mary responded the call God 
which separated her from her people, 
the monk called God live apart 
God’s holy mountain, disengage him- 
self from his own will, from all ownership, 
and live the Levitical life those who 
possess nothing except God. 

One element the religious life 
Mary often overlooked ascetic 
writers and religious themselves. This 
important element centers around her 
association with others the intimacy 
family life. must recalled that 
through His Incarnation, Christ sanctified 
human association, affection, and friend- 
ship. Once realize that Mary was 
sanctified and through the family and 
then strive imitate her this, our 
lives will have greater spaciousness and 
richness. Mary was especially blessed 
close association with Jesus and with 
Joseph, not merely her physical associ- 
ation with them but through her spiritual 
kinship. the feast St. Joseph the 


Church reminds the faithful that lived. 


with Jesus and Mary. This would seem 
the sum total his blessedness. 
Although there was the loneliness 
separation from the world involved 
Mary’s loyal service her Lord, there 
was also for her the strength and con- 
solation husband’s affection and pro- 
tection, the happiness and the joy holy 
fruitfulness. 

This unusual aspect Mary’s ascet- 
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icism somehow reproduced the life 
Benedictine community. St. Bene. 
dict recognized that there strength and 
consolation for the monk the life which 
shares with the brethren. Our Holy 
Father considers the cenobite the 
est monk. St. Benedict 
his followers chaste affection for 
their superiors and associates, attach- 
ment their community, and even its 
locale. loving all these things the 
monk nun loves God. St. Gregory re- 
cords St. Benedict’s friendships and his 
special affection for his sister. Even 
though one may inclined discount 
St. Gregory’s stories, the Rule itself 
fitting proof St. Benedict’s humanistic 
attitudes. manifest his picture 
the abbot, his legislation defining 
the attitudes superiors towards their 
subjects, his love and concern for the 
sick, the poor, and the needy. 

few quotations culled from the Holy 
Rule must suffice recall the spirit 
the saint. speaking the Abbot, 
says: 

The Abbot ought always remem- 
ber what is, and what called, 
and know that whom more 
committed, from him more required; 
and must consider how difficult and 
arduous task hath undertaken, 
ruling souls and adapting himself 
many dispositions. Let him accom- 
modate and suit himself the charac- 
ter and intelligence each, winning 
some kindness, others 
others persuasion, that may not 
only suffer loss the flock 
ted him, but may even rejoice 
their virtuous increase. 

Again, St. Benedict admonishes: “Let 
him [the Abbot] know that beseemeth 
him more profit his brethren than 
preside over them.” “Let him hate 
and love the him keep 
his own frailty ever before his eyes, and 
remember that the bruised reed must not 
broken.” “To him whom has 
nothing else bestow, let him give 
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good word above the best “If 
the community large, let helpers 
given him whose aid may with 
peace mind discharge the office com- 
mitted him. Let such things are 
necessary given and asked for 
fitting times that one may troubled 
grieved the house God.” 

speaking “Of the Virtuous Zeal 
which Monks Ought Have,” St. Bene- 
dict says: 

Let monks, therefore, exert this zeal 
[which leads God] with more fervent 
love; that is, ‘in honor preferring one 
another’. Let them most patiently en- 
dure one another’s infirmities, whether 
body mind. Let them vie 
with one another obedience. Let 
one follow what thinketh good 
for himself, but rather what seemeth 
good for another. Let them cherish 
fraternal charity with chaste love, fear 
God, love their Abbot with sincere 
and humble affection, and prefer noth- 
ing whatever Christ. 


While pointing out the spiritual kin- 
ship that exists between the Handmaid 
the Lord and the followers St. Bene- 
dict, must recognized that this 
not due any unique Marian influence 
uponthe Saint. Like all other Christians, 
St. Benedict shares with Mary the same 
spiritual ideals because both and she 
have the same Master. his Rule, 
the man God was not adding anything 
tothe Gospels. was simply trying 
for those desirous seeking 
God alone, stable form society most 
favorable the expansion the divine 
life upon earth. Mary’s way was not 
especially her own way but rather that 
her Son. may say the same 
Benedict’s way. holy because, 
according his measure, shared 
the life Jesus Christ; Mary supreme- 
holy because her attention and obedi- 
response her Son’s Spirit. may 
summarize the greatness Mary 


saying that absolute way indeed 
she preferred nothing Christ. 


Mary, then, most close Benedic- 
tines who faithfully work out their voca- 
tion she proportionately close all 
believers inasmuch they truly cherish 
the words her Son. cannot 
justice this closeness simply saying 
that she rejoices over the aspirations 
the monastic order and pleads before God 
for their realization. her days upon 
earth she perfectly conceived and ful- 
filled all these holy desires that may 
justly say she initiated and brought its 
fulness all the essential perfection 
monastic life. So, Benedictines 
forward our way faith, are not 
creating new form holiness, but are 
some small measure trying associate 
ourselves with the fruitful holiness that 
Mary long ago achieved. 


Benedictine Participation With Mary 
the Sacred Mysteries 


not, therefore, surprising the 
Marian devotion Benedictines should 
substantially satisfied the realiza- 
tion that they join her and stand beside 
her the celebration the 
redemption. such feasts that 
her Conception, Nativity, Assump- 
tion, God showing sacred signs how 
from all eternity has lavished His love 
the whole human race pouring out 
upon Mary the full power her Re- 
deemer and bringing her supreme 
His glory. 

these very signs know that the 
same maternal act love, some degree, 
touches all us, and Mary visits her 
children not only Lourdes and Fatima 
but places all over the world. 
Christmas and Epiphany, Easter and 
Pentecost, believe that truly, really, 
and substantially Mary with she 
continues that communication her 
Son which she began when she brought 
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the unborn Jesus Elizabeth and the 
Baptist. She visits her children not 
merely bestow upon them the blessings 
temporal health and peace, but she 
endeavors make them somewhat like 


herself, somewhat Christ-like. She in- 
troducing them into her work which 
fundamentally the vocation every 
human being, the redeeming the human 
race with Christ, Christ, and 


Modern Benedictine Writers and Mariology 


must admitted, generally speak- 

ing, that the classical theologies 
the Incarnation, Mariology forms 
knowledge Benedictine writer recent 
times has treated exhaustively, and surely 
not professo, the Mother God. 
But many Benedictines have recently giv- 
worthwhile appreciations the Blessed 
Mother, presenting living and work- 
able theological knowledge, which, to- 
gether with well-founded Marian devo- 
tion, help make Mary’s position under- 
standable and appreciable. Their work 
strengthens our knowledge and devo- 
tion the Mother God. Men like 
Abbot Vonier and Abbot Columba Mar- 
mion among others, reveal their writ- 
ings the deep convictions concerning the 
Blessed Mother, which have developed 
from their childhood devotion Mary 
and from their intellectual grasp Cath- 
olic dogma pertaining the Mother 
God. 

More than many other modern writers 
similar subjects these authors seem 
have been guided the implicit confi- 
dence really great faith their work. 
They unfailingly the divinely 
established sources holiness, drawing 
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powerfully, since many them are 
Scripture scholars and theologians, upon 
the revealed word God and dogmatic 
principles, the Mass, the sacraments, and 
the Divine Office. They seem incapable 
merely considering their work solely 
the light theological thesis. They 
augmented their theology study 
Sacred Scripture and the liturgy. Medi- 
tating upon these sources inspiration, 
they make them functional their own 
lives and draw upon them helping 
others and bringing them better 
understanding and knowledge the 
Mother God. They stress, moreover, 
the positive aspects the Church’s teach- 
ing concerning the Blessed Mother. 
These Benedictine masters place greater 
emphasis upon the motherhood God 
than upon any Mary’s other preroga- 
tives. This emphasis should be, 
since Mary’s whole position derived 
from her divine motherhood. Abbot 
Anscar Vonier likes make the 
tion between Our Lady’s personal sancti- 
and her divine motherhood. says 
that Mary not just saint upon whom 
divine motherhood was bestowed 
extra grace; she the divine Mother 
whom sanctity has been granted 
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necessary spiritual complement.' Divine 
marvel, unique its nature that 
must considered the all overpowering 
spiritual factor. And still have 
“admit that Mary’s personal sanctity was 
intrinsically connected with her materni- 
ty, through law the supernatural life 
which God Himself could not have 

Abbot Columba Marmion states that 
Catholic liturgy reveals God’s 
special design granting Mary unique 
privileges. Mary was the Mother 
she possessed all the 
most perfect dispositions; but there one 
which shines with particular brilliancy: 
that her virginal which sur- 
passes that the Again, 
asserts, “the human genealogy Jesus 
ends with Wherever Jesus 
found, shall see her; her Son 
all eternity,” says Abbot Marmion, 
chose Mary for the wondrous mission 
being the Mother His Son. That 
the root all Mary’s 

Dom Fernand Cabrol, Abbot Farn- 
borough, states that already the fourth 
century find churches dedicated 
Blessed Mother and Palestine 
afeast honor the Mother God was 
observed. The Council Ephesus, 
431, gave decisive impetus the cult 
the Mother God. Abbot Cabrol also 
stresses the fact that “Our Lady’s own 
share the mystery the Incarnation 
and her intimate relationship with her 
Son caused her first seldom con- 
sidered apart from Our Lord and His 
Life and Passion; the Gospel setting, 


Anscar Vonier, O.S.B., Divine 
The Collected Works Abbot 
Vonier, Westminster, Maryland: The Newman 
Press, 331. 

Ibid. 

Mysteries, St. Louis: Herder Book Co., 108. 
Ibid., 154. 

Ibid., pp. 172-173. 


she honored only with respect her 

“What has Mary given Jesus?” asks 
Abbot Columba Marmion. His 
swer is, “While remaining virgin she 
has given Him human nature. That 
unique privilege that Mary shares 
with none: Nec primam similem visa est, 
nec habere (Antiphon the 
Office Lauds Christmas.) fur- 
their insists: “The accomplishment 
the mystery [the Incarnation] hangs 
suspense” until Mary has given free con- 
sent. Fiat like the echo the 
Fiat creation; but new world, 
infinitely higher world, world 
grace that God Himself creates after the 
The only Son God, also 
the only Son the Virgin. the 
ineffable union existing between Jesus 
and Mary,” insists Dom Marmion: “she 
His Mother, her All 
Mary’s greatness founded 
privilege her divine motherhood. Else- 
where Abbot Marmion says: divine 
maternity Our Lady the reason for 
her singular prerogatives. also 
this dignity that she owes her Im- 
maculate Conception, her preservation 
from all sin, her 

What then the measure Mary’s 
divine motherhood? Abbot Vonier gives 
the answer. says that “is uni- 
versal law human parenthood that the 
career any man, however great, 
true glory for his father and his mother; 
human parenthood embraces the whole 
mortal career the offspring. ... The 
career Jesus stretches beyond all 
temporal bounds; embraces 


Dom Fernand Cabrol, The Liturgy, New 
York: Benziger Bros., 1940, Vol. II, 

Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B., Christ the 
Life the Soul (8th ed.), St. Louis: Herder 
Book Co., 344. 

Ibid., 345. 

Ibid., 346. 

Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B., Christ the 
Ideal the Priest, London: Sands Co., 1952, 
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Mary’s motherhood stretches far, 
co-extensive with Mary His 
Mother uninterruptedly, long there 
identity and continuance the body 
which took from other 
mother can claim such continuance the 
life she first gave and fostered The 
measure, therefore, divine motherhood 
infinite and eternal. Gabriel, the 
messenger God, promised Mary Son 
infinite excellence, who would called 
the Son the Most High, and would 
have eternal duration life; her mother- 
hood then necessarily has all these charac- 


Mother the Whole Christ 


Mary the Mother the whole Christ, 
insists the Rev. Eugene Boylan, 
Cist.R. whole is, course, 
St. Augustine’s phrase for the Mystical 
Body. “With the new Adam,” says 
Father Boylan, there associated new 
Eve, and Eve brought death the 
whole race much she was their 
Mother, Mary, the new Eve, should 
become our Mother order give 
life.” Basing his doctrine recent 
papal documents, Father Boylan stresses 
the fact that Mary our Mother, 
cause she the Mother the Head 
the Mystical Body, the Mother Him 
whose life our life 
also our Mother “because her co- 
operation the Passion Christ and 
her special association with the work 
the Redemption.” Thirdly, Father 
Boylan points out, Christ the cross 
Himself solemnly proclaimed her the 
Mother 

Speaking Mary, Mother the 
Whole Christ, Father 
“it well remember that even before 


“The Divine op. cit., 


335. 

Ibid., pp. 336-337. 

Eugene Boylan, O.Cist.R., This Tremendous 
Lover, Westminster, Maryland: The Newman 
Press, 1947, 297. 
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she [Mary] conceived the Child Jesus 
her womb, she had already conceived Him 
her soul, faith, hope, and charity, 
love, submission, and humility. And 
our Lord seems regard this maternity 
something greater than her natural 
far all men are 
redeemed and have become members 
Christ, can truly regard Mary 
ing participation our Redemption 
Christ. Father Boylan prefers stress 
two things: “first, that all these wonder- 
ful privileges [of Mary] are completely de- 
rived from her Son and Head, Jesus 
Christ, and are really the flowering and 
the fruit her perfect membership 
His Mystical Body; secondly, that all 
this immense power devoted her 
Motherhood men her Mother- 
hood the whole 

Abbot Vonier brings out another im- 
portant point relationship Mary’s 
motherhood God, found the words 
the Archangel Gabriel: ‘And there- 
fore also the Holy Thing which shall 
born thee shall called the Son 
Being Holy Thing, may 
ing unusual perfection; Holy 
Thing virtue the divine action 
action that Holy Thing. God was 
made man, rather than that man was 
made God. renders more powerful 
the truth that Mary’s Offspring was never 
anything but God.” Abbot Vonier says: 

the only instance the whole 
realm the natural and the super 
natural world, outside the Eucharistic 
mystery, where finite thing, which was 


Mary’s life-blood, becomes the object 
act God’s omnipotence with 


Eugene Boylan, O.Cist.R., The Mystical 
Body the Foundation the Spiritual Life, West- 
Maryland: The Newman Press, 1948, 
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Vonier, Divine Motherhood,” 343. 
345. 
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infinite result the term such 

activity. The Holy Thing which was 

the power the Holy 

Abbot Vonier stresses another principle 
that ought govern our thinking, when 
consider Mary’s prerogatives well 
our devotion the Mother God. 
explains the light St. Thomas 
who says: mystery the Incarna- 
the fullness the Godhead into human 
nature, rather than the promotion 
human nature, already existing 
were, the 

Abbot Vonier calls attention the 
tendency among modern writers when 
speaking the Incarnation idolize the 
theory the ascent from the lower 
the higher life. This, course, dis- 
tortion Catholic theology, which 
starts with the infinite fulness grace, 
light and power the Holy Thing that 
rests Mary’s virginal womb. Mary 
gave her lifeblood building the grow- 
ing organism the Child within her and 
the body One Who was 
God, not unconsciously, state 
dormancy, were, but the full 
splendour the saints splendoribus 

The doctrine the universal mediation 
Mary not defined dogma. Yet 
Mary’s mediation “is true and cer- 
tain,” says Father Boylan, “that one 
can afford overlook the fact that every 
grace due after Christ Mary.” And 
view God’s evident plan, “Is too 
much say that there are probably 
Many graces that will not given 
Mary not asked for For 
the first place, says Father Boylan, 

Mary never retains anything for her- 
Ibid., 344. 
Ibid., 353. 
Ibid., pp. 353-354. 
Boylan, The Spiritual Life the Priest, 


Maryland: The Newman Press, 
1949, 


self; everything give her given 
immediately her Son. She per- 
fect mediatrix. She only intervenes 
unite more closely she only receives 
give more perfectly. Secondly, 
the unfailing experience all who have 
preached devotion Our Lady any 
sincerity, that they are gently but in- 
evitably led new height devo- 
tion her Son. And then only 
discover the devotion 
the Holy Ghost. fact Mary intro- 
duces into the life the Trinity 
accordance with the prayer her Son 
the Last Supper.” 


All devotion the supernatural and even 
the Mystical Body seems grow out 
our devotion Mary. 

The question the exact part played 
Our Lady the work the Redemp- 
tion and its application the souls 
men matter controversy. But the 
matter daily receiving more attention. 
Some enthusiasts exaggerate Mary’s role, 
while others minimize her position. But 
more and more Mary seems taking 
her rightful position beside that her 
Divine Son which, would seem, 
Christ’s will toward her. certainly 
true say that the present age the age 
Mary, thanks her many recent deal- 
ings with her loyal clients. Father Boylan 
maintains that “we can (all due propor- 
tion being guarded) more without 
Mary than can without Christ. 
True, our dependence Him natura 
rei, and our dependence Mary only 
because God has willed it. Yet she 
must co-operate with our work else 

good for all realize that 
our devotion the Blessed Mother must 
always based sound theological 
foundations, else might too easily be- 
come mere sentiment matter expe- 
diency. Properly 
place the plan God matter 
necessity. possible that through 


Ibid., 139. 
Ibid., 136. 
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her God wants put the devil his 
place. would surely more over- 
whelming and effective done through 
human creature, and woman that, 
than the defeat were brought about 
through divine action alone. God 
uses His own Mother aid the work 
Redemption, must not forget 
ask her assistance. 

Speaking Mary’s relationship with 
God, Father Boylan says: “The will 
God was the law her life Her whole 
life based faith, hope, and charity; 
manifests itself fraternal charity, 
sublime obedience and amazing humility. 
Devotion Mary, then, imitat- 
ing her virtues, true devotion Christ. 
But can even further, for can 
share her special vocation the 
Mother Christ. have our Lord’s 
word for that doing the will God 
become His Mother (Matt. 
summary Pope St. Pius X’s En- 
cyclical diem illum might ex- 
pressed thus: true devotion Christ de- 
mands true devotion Mary. 

Abbot Marmion Christ the Life the 
Soul further emphasizes this thought. 
says: 

piety would truly Christian 
did not include its object the 
Mother the Incarnate Word. Devo- 
tion toward the Virgin Mary not only 
important, but necessary, wish 
draw abundantly the source life. 
separate Christ from His Mother 
lose sight the essential mission His 
holy humanity the distribution 
Divine 

Abbot Vonier, too, speaks much the 
Catholic’s close relationship and love 
for the Mother God. calls the 
Catholic attitude. And adds, “the Cath- 
olic attitude the natural one: simply 
the outcome the whole doctrinal system 


Boylan, The Mystical Body, 116. 
Marmion, Christ the Life the Soul, pp. 
43-344. 
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the Incarnation. sinless Mother, 
virgin Mother, Son Who God’s 
Begotten, everything that holiest and 
highest; what could all this produce, asks 
the Catholic, except love, tenderness, 
sweetness the most marvelous kind 
between the Mother and the 


The Catholic View the 
Divine Motherhood 


The Catholic view the divine mother- 
hood makes tremendous difference 
out mental attitude towards the character 
the Incarnation, nay, towards the char- 
acter God.” adds the Fatherhood 
Intellects devoid faith never 
understand the true character the God 
Incarnate; their Christianity will always 
cold sun the winter day instead 
the life-giving mellowness the sun 

Abbot Vonier loves stress the power 
divine motherhood. Mary’s power 
manifest especially the supernatural 
order. practice the Catholic Church 
looks upon the Mother God being 
unbounded power the realm 
grace; she considered the Mother 
the redeemed account the uni- 
versality her grace; virtue her 
divine Motherhood Mary simply the 
greatest, the most effective, the most uni- 
versal supernatural power heaven and 
earth, outside the Three Divine Per- 

Abbot Vonier brings out beautifully 
the great respect that mankind ought 
have alike for all motherhood, but especi- 
ally for Mary’s Motherhood. “True 
civilization,” says, “is really tested 
its attitude towards motherhood. There 
can real refinement human 
ing where man’s heart not full 
delicacies for the dignity motherhood; 


370. 
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therefore there can true civilization 
where motherhood either shunned 
Great the divine 
Motherhood is, “it not too great for 
human 

Abbot Vonier almost goes into ecstasy 
when declares his appraisal the 
Mother God. exclaims: 


Ever blessed Mother God, thy 
maternity fills mind with raptures. 
Thou art the greatest mystery life 
after the Triune God. Whence this 
that the Mother Lord 
should loved me? But how could 
fail love this marvel life?... 
From thee, from point vantage, 
hope contemplate forever the two 
Lives which lies the happiness all 
created intellect; the Life that born 
eternity and the Life that was born 
concluding this article, may 

paraphrase passage from Dom Cuthbert 
the various Benedictine writers and their 
teaching, but effort present 
objectively the kind work “that stands 
out that which those formed St. 
Benedict’s ‘School Service God,’ 


Ibid., 375. 
Ibid., 376. 


his Rule, have offered the world 
men good will striving love and 
serve With Abbot Butler may 
say, “that the Benedictine spirituality 
all its manifestations and developments 
has remained true the great central 
ideals derived from St. Benedict himself, 
and developed St. Bernard and others. 
“concerned less with workings 
intellect and imagination than with 
those will and 

The Abbot Downside also recalls 
well-known passage from Father Faber 
who says: “No one can all acquaint- 
spiritual writers without perceiving and 
admiring the beautiful liberty spirit 
which pervades and possesses their whole 
mind. just what should expect 
Order such matured traditions. 
spirit breadth, spirit liber- 
ty, that the Catholic spirit, and was 
eminently ‘the badge the old Benedic- 
tine ascetics. Modern writers for the 
most part have tightened things, and have 
lost it, instead 

Dom Cuthbert Butler, O.S.B., Ways 
Christian Life, London New York: Sheed 
Ward, 1932, pp. 35-36. 


Ibid., pp. 37-38. 
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Holy Virginity and the Rite Consecration 


Teresa Ann Doyte, O.S.B. 


OPE Pius XII’s recent encyclical 
Sacra Virginitas* marks the culmin- 
ation number remarkable docu- 
ments and utterances revealing the Holy 
Father’s serious and loving concern for 
the welfare religious life the modern 
world. has repeatedly urged men and 
women dedicated God through the 
vows religion exert today the influ- 
ence their calling and position the 
Mystical Body Christ presupposes. 
Nor the Holy Father reluctant dis- 
regard tradition when, through prudent 
adaptation, the interests the Church 
can best served. Not the least among 
these adaptations the extension the 
privilege the Consecration Virgins 
the Benedictine Sisters the United 
States. For many centuries the use 
this impressive rite has been restricted 
nuns solemn vows who observe strict 
enclosure. 

significant that the privilege 
consecration should have been granted 
the Sisters prior the Holy Father’s en- 
cyclical Holy Virginity, dated March 
25, 1954, the feast the Annunciation 
the Blessed Virgin, and published 
Rome April encyclical an- 
other indication that the Holy Father 
endeavoring re-establish the Church 
the ideals religious life and restore 
the true concept consecrated virginity. 
That the initial use the rite the Con- 
secration Virgins should coincide with 


All citations have been taken from the En- 
cyclical Letter His Holiness Pius XII 
Virginity, published the Catholic 
Welfare Conference. This 
Translation Printed Tipografia Poliglotta 
Vaticana,” issued March 25, 1954. 
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the Marian Year most fitting. Forcon- 
secrated virginity Christ 
through Mary.” 

Just the Holy Father crowned the 
Holy Year with his Apostolic Constitu- 
tion, Sponsa Christi, the Marian 
Year shows his esteem for souls conse- 
crated God his encyclical Sacra 
Virginitas. The relation between the 
two documents evident, yet dis- 
cussion them properly belongs the 
theologian and canonist. The present 
writer merely intends consider the ob- 
vious connection between the recent en- 
cyclical Holy Virginity and the rite 
special indult, the Benedictine Sisters 
this country are privileged receive. 

The winter issue this Review carried 
number informative articles the 
Consecration Virgins. For the bene- 
fit readers who may not have seen 
this special number, might well 
summarize the background concerning 
the consecration before discussing the en- 
cyclical and the rite. 

While Rome during the Holy Year, 
the Superiors the various Benedictine 
houses the United States discussed 
with the Abbot Primate, the Most Rev. 
Bernard Kaelin, the the 
advisability extending the consecration 
the Benedictine Sisters this country. 
He, turn, commissioned the Procurator 
General the Swiss Congregation 
Benedictines present the petition 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. The Holy 
Father granted indult for the use 
the rite October 24, 1950. 

One month later, November 21, 
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1950, appeared the Apostolic Constitu- 
tion, Sponsa Christi. Doubt arose 
whether the Sponsa Christi abrogated the 
privilege earlier accorded the Sisters. 
communication from the Office the 
Sacred Congregation Religious, dated 
September 24, 1952, clarifies the indult. 
The memorandum states that since the 
indult “is privilege, the Sponsa Christi 
does not abrogate the privilege.” Since 
the privilege was granted the Sisters 
accordance with their customs and ap- 
proved Constitutions, “the obligation 
solemn vows does not hold,” nor are they 
“bound papal enclosure.” 
more, “no obligation for the individual 
recitation the Divine Office attached 
tothe use this privilege. The monastic 
Office choir suffices.” 

Since 1952, the Sisters have been study- 
ing the rite, its nature, history, and sig- 
nificance. The first solemn consecration 
Sisters the United States, conferred 
under the present indult, was bestowed 
upon eighty-nine Sisters the Benedic- 
tine Convent Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Mo., November 16, 1952. 
This was followed consecrations the 
Benedictine convents the same con- 
gregation Kansas City, Mo., Tucson, 
and Mundelein, St. Benedict’s 
Convent, Bristow, Va., was the first con- 
vent the Congregation St. Scholasti- 
take advantage the special 
privilege consecration. The Benedic- 
tine Sisters Pittsburgh, Pa., and Lisle, 
have also held consecration cere- 
Approximately 400 Sisters 
Mount St. Scholastica Convent, Atchison, 
Kans., will receive the blessing con- 
during the summer and early 
this year. Other groups 
Benedictine Sisters the United States 
planning make use the sig- 
rite religious consecration. 

granting the consecration the 
Benedictine Sisters this country, the 
Holy Father restoring them their 


inheritance. Practically all the original 
Benedictine foundations this country 
were from convents cloistered nuns 
Europe who enjoyed the privilege 
consecration. Although the early ages 
the Church, the rite was bestowed 
upon women who were not formally re- 
ligious, for centuries has been granted 
only members the older religious 
orders, such Benedictine, Carthusian, 
and Norbertine nuns. Although the Cis- 
tercian and Trappistine nuns have the 
privilege, they have not made use 
for centuries. modern times conse- 
cration has always been reserved nuns 
solemn vows and who observe strict 
enclosure. 

extending the benefits consecra- 
tion the Benedictine Sisters the 
United States, Pope Pius XII does not 
intend limit their work the active 
apostolate, but rather make more 
fruitful. For the rite consecration 
focuses attention upon the ideal the 
religious life, the complete dedication 
God and personal attachment Christ, 
which manifests itself divine service, 
and personal service others 
schools, hospitals, orphanages, other 
fields apostolic endeavor. 

Pope Pius XII his encyclical 
Holy Virginity states: “Holy virginity 
and that perfect chastity which are con- 
secrated the service God are without 
doubt among the most precious treasures 
which the Founder the Church has left 
heritage the society which estab- 
lished.” Again, says that feels 
“the deepest joy” the thought the 
great number virgins and apostles who, 
from the earliest days the Church 
the present time, have foregone mar- 
riage order “to devote themselves more 
easily and fully the salvation their 
neighbor for the love Christ, and have 
thus been enabled understand and 
carry through admirable works re- 
ligion and charity.” 
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The “primary purpose” and “central 
idea” Christian virginity is, according 
the Holy Father, “To aim only the 
divine, turn thereto the whole mind 
and soul; want please God every- 
thing, think Him continually, 
consecrate body and soul completely 
Him.” Complete dedication God, then, 
the essence Christian virginity. 
support his statement, the Holy Father 
quotes St. Augustine and other Fathers 
the Church. says the 
Bishop Hippo, not honored because 
bodily integrity, but because 
extol virgins because they are virgins, 
but because they are virgins dedicated 
God loving continence.” 

order signify this complete dedica- 
tion God, the Roman Pontifical pre- 
scribes that the Consecration Virgins 
take place within the context the Mass. 
further emphasize this dedication and 
consecration there within the rite it- 
self, that ordination, the calling 
election, and the petition, expressed 
the words: “Most Reverend Father, our 
holy Mother, the Catholic Church, asks 
that you bless and consecrate these vir- 
gins and espouse them Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son the Most High God.” 

Pius XII, following the teaching St. 
Thomas, St. Bonaventure, and other 
theologians says, “that virginity does not 
possess the stability virtue unless there 
vow keep forever intact.” 
Hence, the rite consecration the 
taking the vow virginity essen- 
tial part the ceremony. the case 
religious who their profession have 
already vowed perpetual chastity, there 
solemn renewal this vow. its 
effect the Consecration Virgins is, 
according some theologians, equivalent 
the solemn vow chastity. 
quite generally agreed that consecration 
makes any attempt marriage illicit. 
“Virginity,” says the Holy Father his 
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encyclical, difficult virtue,” demand- 
ing vigilance and discipline. treating 
this aspect virginity, His Holiness, 
elsewhere the document, calls 
mind the teaching the Fathers and 
other saints regarding the matter. 
quotes St. Chrysostom saying: “The 
root and the flower, too, virginity 
crucified St. Ambrose, says, 
calls virginity sacrificial offering, and 
the virgin ‘an oblation modesty, vic- 
tim chastity’.” St. Methodius and 
St. Gregory the Great, the Holy Father 
points out, teach that “perfect chastity 
substitutes for martyrdom.” Hence, the 
appropriateness placing the rite con- 
secration within the celebration the 
Mass itself and the chanting the Litany 
the Saints, with the special invocations 
for the virgins. 

The encyclical emphatically 
that perfect chastity kind spiritual 
marriage which the soul wedded 
Holy Father likewise calls 
attention the fact that the Church 
accustomed refer virgins the 
spouses Christ. further remarks 
that early the fourth century, the 
writings St. Ambrose indicate, the rite 
the consecration virgin was very 
similar the rite the Church uses today 
the marriage blessing. The Fathers 
the Church, therefore, urge virgins 
love their Divine Spouse. 

St. Augustine, whom the Holy Father 
quotes, exhorts virgins thus: “Love with 
all your hearts Him who the most 
beautiful the sons men: You are 
free, your hearts are not fettered con- 
jugal bonds. ...If then you would owe 
your husbands great love, how great 
the love you owe Him because whom 
you have willed have husbands? 
Let Him who was fastened the cross 
securely fastened your hearts.” 

These sentiments, Pius XII remarks, 
are harmony “with the sentiments 
and resolutions” which the Church 
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quires virgins the day their 
solemn consecration, when she places 
their lips the words: “The kingdom 
this earth and all worldly trappings have 
valued worthless for love Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom have seen, loved, 
believed, and preferred above all else.” 

The beautiful Consecratory Preface 
points the striking fact that Christ 
the “Spouse perpetual virginity just 
the Son perpetual virginity.” 
exalting virginity above marriage (as 
does the Holy Father his encyclical), 
the words the Preface seem imply 
that the rite consecration can well con- 
fer graces greater even than the sacrament 
matrimony. 

The Holy Father gracefully alludes 
this Consecratory Preface this his 
encyclical when says, “the most deli- 
cate fruit virginity consists this that 
virgins make tangible, were, the per- 
fect virginity their mother, the Church, 
and the sanctity her intimate union 
with Christ.” then quotes portion 
the Preface which the consecrating 
prelate prays God: there may exist 
more noble souls who disdain the marriage 
which consists the bodily union man 
and woman, but desire the mystery en- 
shrines, who reject its practice while lov- 
ing its mystic signification.” 

The conferring the veil, ring, and 
crown the rite consecration are out- 
ward symbols the spiritual espousal. 
The veil signifies that the virgin belongs 
exclusively Christ, the ring symbolizes 
the bond fidelity, and the crown implies 
that the whole the Consecration 
Virgins the crowning one’s profession 
vows, 

important that religious under- 
stand the distinction between religious 
profession and religious consecration. 
This matter has been ably discussed 
the Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., ar- 
ticle entitled, “Religious Vows and Con- 
secration,” (Benedictine Review, Winter, 


1954). The essence that article may 
stated briefly. Religious profession, 
especially final profession, the complete 
giving one’s self God through the 
vows poverty, chastity, and obedience. 
The consecration, contrast, consists 
receiving through the Church, bless- 
ing, signal honor, spiritual power im- 
parted that places the recipient high- 
rank with corresponding obligations 
foster greater innocence life and 
serve the needs Mother Church. 

The sacred ceremony consecration 
one the most elaborate and impressive 
rites the Roman Pontifical. The high- 
est solemnity assured the fact that 
only bishop the Church may officiate 
the Consecration Virgins. way 
exception, Pope Pius XII recently ex- 
tended the privilege the abbots 
this country. 

While not sacrament, consecration 
the greatest the sacramentals and 
comes nearest all the sacramentals, 
says Father David Kinish, imprinting 
character the soul and partaking 
exemplified the mystical marriage the 
virgin with Christ who her Spouse.” 
While consecration imprints new 
character, may received only once 
lifetime and implies many rich bless- 
ings and graces. gives permanently 
inherent quality and religious life,” 
says one theologian, “what confirmation 
baptism.” 

The encyclical Holy Virginity and 
the extension the privilege the Con- 
secration Virgins are effective ex- 
pressions the Holy Father’s esteem and 
concern for the “white army Christ.” 
the encyclical quotes St. Cyprian’s 
praise virgins: are the flower 
the Church, the beauty and ornament 
spiritual grace, subject joy, perfect 
and unsullied homage praise and honor, 
the image God corresponding the 
sanctity the Lord, the most illustrious 


Page Nineteen 


ns 
rks 
ers 
ins 
her 
ith 
ost 
are 
on- 
ds? 
‘oss 
rks, 
re- 


portion Christ’s flock. them the 
glorious fecundity our mother, the 
Church, finds expression and she rejoices; 
the more the number virgins increases, 
the greater this mother’s joy.” 


The saintly Pontiff the encyclical 
also re-echoes the “anathema” the 
Council Trent against priests lay- 
men, preachers, public speakers writers, 
who have not word say praise 
consecrated virginity and who, spite 
the Church’s warnings and opposi- 
tion her thought, give marriage the 
preference over virginity and even declare 
that offers the only means full de- 
velopment and natural perfection the 
human personality. says 
the Holy Father, “gains through holy 
virginity since virgins consecrate them- 
selves Him who their source and 
who shares with them His divine 


The Holy Father also reproves those 
who assert that persons vowed chastity 
and nuns who live the contemplative life 
and carry works charity and the 
apostolate, according the norms laid 
down Sponsa Christi, are outside the 
community men. They contribute 
much, says the Vicar Christ, the wel- 
fare and salvation their fellow-men. 


Through his encyclical Holy Virgini- 
and his indult concerning the Consecra- 
tion Virgins, Pius XII desires re- 
establish the Church and the world 
the concept Christian chastity and the 
ideals religious life. Although the rite 
consecration this country restrict- 
the present time the Benedictine 
Sisters, the use the privilege will have 
influence religious generally and 
upon the whole Christian world. For 
consecration crystallizes and in- 
tensifies the ideals religious life, but 
the crowning religious vows. im- 
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plies not only the renewal the offering 
one’s self God, but His acceptance, 
confirmation, and actual consecration 
the individual religious through 
ministry His Church. Consecration 
reality what symbolized religious 
profession, parts which ceremony 
many communities are taken from the 
ritual the Consecration Virgins, 
found the Roman Pontifical. Con- 
secration implies “oneness with Christ” 
and the sharing Him with others. 
imitate Mary not only her Mag- 
nificat but also her role bringing 
Christ others and causing them re- 
spond with holy joy did St. John the 
Baptist. 

Both the encyclical and the rite con- 
secration invoke the Blessed Mother 
the Virgin virgins and the “teacher 
virginity.” would seem that Christ, 
through His saintly Pontiff, wishes during 
this Marian Year, means the en- 
cyclical Sacra Virginitas and the use 
the Consecratio Virginum, inspire many 
young hearts “consecrate” themselves 
“fully and freely God and neighbor.” 

the professed religious privileged 
enjoy the blessing 
Christ demands greater fidelity. wish- 
fulfill her regard all the promises 
contained the rite the Consecration 
Virgins. May she respond His love 
and with “lighted lamp” hasten the hour 
His happy coming when will crown 
her “in heaven with glory and honor.” 
Then will she realize the full significance 
the command given her the day 
her consecration, “begin the Canonical 
Hours and read the Office the Church.” 
With the Church militant and triumphant 
she will cry out transports joy: “To 
Him that sitteth the throne, and 
the Lamb, benediction and honor and 
glory and power forever and 
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Benedictine Abbey Ligugé 


Ray 


OME the happiest memories the 

two years spent France Ful- 
bright Fellow (1950-52) stem from visits 
the Benedictine abbey Ligugé. 
Students the University Poitiers, 
where was enrolled, were prone 
content with much simpler pleasures 
than are the students the campuses 
American universities. One their 
favorite Sunday afternoon excursions was 
seven-mile hike the abbey attend 
Vespers. They would leave Poitiers 
the bridge, pass through the charming 
village Saint-Benoit with its Renais- 
sance castle, and continue down the road 
which follows the banks the placid 
Clain river. 

The community Ligugé known 
throughout Europe for the purity its 
chant, and its liturgical services are al- 
ways impressive. stayed the abbey 
during Holy Week 1951 and shall never 
forget the days black fast and sorrow 
expressed especially the solemn Office 
Tenebrae. The chant seemed 
one long cry from the cross, followed 
the ecstatic joy glorious Easter. 
also had the privilege making retreat 
Ligugé. Besides being spiritual 
tonic, these days afforded time 
something the history this 
famous old monastery, the real name 
which “St. Martin’s Abbey Ligugé.” 

Surrounded scenic country, the 
abbey nestles one the wooded val- 
leys the Poitou southwestern France. 
Little wonder that its founder, St. Mar- 
tin, chose this spot, when, during the 
second half the fourth century, re- 
tired solitude. Near the episcopal city 
Poitiers undertook the practice 


the monastic life which was then almost 
unknown the West. 


Martin was the son Roman officer, 
and best remembered hagiography 
for having given half his cloak shiver- 
ing beggar front the gates Amiens. 
was attracted Poitiers the holy 
bishop, St. Hilary. Modern research has 
confirmed the popular tradition that St. 
Martin’s foundation was the site the 
present Benedictine abbey Ligugé, 
the oldest monastic establishment 
France. 


Disciples came join St. Martin his 
retreat, and community was organized. 
Not long after, however, St. Martin was 
appointed Bishop Tours, and had 
give his beloved solitude guide 
diocese. left much his heart 
there, and was truly said him, “soldi- 
force, bishop duty, monk 
choice.” 


century later, when St. Gregory 
Tours went Ligugé 591, found 
well organized monastery. Historians 
mention that St. Martin’s monastery 
Ligugé flourished for several hundred 
years. generally believed that the 


Benedictine Rule was introduced the 


community the seventh century. The 
monastery disappeared from history dur- 
ing the eighth century, period ruin 
and devastation caused the Arabs who 
came from Spain, but seems have 
been full life again during the twelfth 
century. know that the sixteenth 
century Abbot Geoffroy d’Estissac (1504- 
1542) built the large Gothic church which 
still stands. was during his abbacy 
that Francois Rabelais, the famous French 
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writer, lived the monastery for several 
years. 

1606, owing financial difficulties 
and the devastation resulting from the 
wars religion, the abbey was turned 
over the Jesuits, who had established 
college Poitiers. During the Revolu- 
tion was sold and the church became 
parish church. 

The sons St. Benedict were destined 
return Ligugé, however. 1833 
Dom Guéranger re-established the monas- 
tery Solesmes. Through his energy 
and zeal, and the request the Bishop 
Poitiers, the old monastic lands 
Ligugé were bought back and small 
group monks from Solesmes went there 
restore the monastic life. The abbey 
prospered spiritually and materially, 
keeping intimate association with 
Solesmes, from its restoration 1853 
until 1880. this year the government 
closed the abbey, together with many 
other religious houses France, and the 
monks were obliged into exile. The 
greater part the community went 
Silos Spain, leaving few monks 
Ligugé living the parish house with 
seculars. 1890, however, most the 
monks were back Ligugé, and the 
monastic life was more flourishing than 
ever before. Two foundations were made, 
one Paris and one Saint-Wandrille 
Normandy. was about this time 
that Joris-Karl Huysmans lived near the 
monastery and wrote his trilogy novels, 
Route, Cathédrale, L’Oblat. All 
three books show great knowledge and 
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love the liturgy and Benedictine life, 

1901 came another exile for the 
monks. Owing unfair laws they were 
obliged leave Ligugé and settle 
Chevetogne the province 
Here they remained for twenty-two years 
until finally 1923 they were able re- 
turn their beloved abbey St. Martin 
and take the thread monastic life 
which had been rudely broken off, 
During World War the young monks 
served with great distinction 
French army, while the older members 
received and assisted religious who had 
been expelled from their homes other 
parts France and Belgium. 

This then briefly the story Ligugé. 
Strongly attached the age-old tradi- 
tions Benedictine life, yet aware 
current problems, the monks St. 
tin’s continue serve God and men. 
Following the counsel St. Benedict, 
they place the Work God, the Divine 
Office, first among their duties. They 
also conduct retreats for communities 
men and women, and invite retreatants 
come the monastery make the 
spiritual exercises privately. They give 
special direction large group per 
sons, particularly their Oblates. They 
publish several periodicals, through which 
their tradition scholarly writing 
tinued. the “Semaines grégoriennes” 
they have done much promote the 
liturgical revival France. Thus 


their prayers, labors, and example, the 
monks Ligugé are spiritual leaven 
the diocese Poitiers. 


music 
tom 
hymn 
G 
Lady 
Vigil 
Progra 


vot 
hon 
The 
ful 
insp 
and 
and 
The 
the 
the 
nome 
quia 


Mary and the Mount 


How love thee, 
Let count the ways.... 
opening lines Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning’s immortal sonnet may 
applied Our Lady and the special de- 
votional practices which the Sisters 
Mount St. Scholastica observe her 
honor. 

First there are the devotions connected 
with Our Lady’s altars the chapels. 
The beautiful arbors bridal wreath, 
perhaps peonies roses, with the grace- 
ful arrangements vigil lights, help 
inspire devotion, especially during May 
and the great Marian feasts. The 
daily May devotions consist the Litany 
Loretto, Hail Marys, the Memorare, 
and Act Consecration Mary. 
The Litany and the Rosary form part 
the daily schedule each religious. 

During the novena preparation for 
the feast the Immaculate Conception, 
the community sings the est 
nomen tuum, Domine, universa terra, 
quia Virgine Maria dignum 
versicle, est The 
music used the Mount for the “Ad- 
was supplied Sister Chrysos- 
tom who has also set several other Marian 
hymns original music, for example, 
Gloriosa Domina.” She has likewise 
composed several new hymns. favorite 
among these the one honor Our 
Vigil the Immaculate Conception the 
novices and postulants participate 
Program honor Mary. program 
great joy and long cherished 


happy memory novitiate days. 

Prior the feast the Assumption, 
the community makes novena, and dur- 
ing the month following, that is, until the 
octave the feast the Nativity 
Mary, the hymns “Ave Maris Stella” and 
Gloriosa Domina” are recited each 
evening. 

Although there image Our Lady 
special devotion, her cultus import- 
ant element the lives the Sisters 
the Mount. Each the Sisters cherish- 
highly the scapular matter 
course, but besides this there com- 
munity devotion the feast Mount 
Carmel well, for that day seems 
particularly favored for the establishment 
its foundations. was July 16, 
1877, that the Sisters formally took pos- 
session Price Villa, the first building 
called Mount St. Scholastica. Later 
when the Mount made the foundation 
new community Tepeyac, Mexico 
City, the day chosen for the erection 
this house was July 16, 1950. 

The formal beginning the California 
foundation was also made the same 
feast 1952, when St. Lucy’s Priory was 
established Glendora, California. Still 
other events marked this feast are: 
the first breakfast the new Mount St. 
Scholastica convent, 1903; the laying 
the cornerstone Mount St. Scholastica 
College, 1923. 

The grotto honor Our Lady 
Lourdes was erected fulfillment 
promise. 1907, Mother Aloysia, 
that time prioress, became critically ill 
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and her life was despaired of. was then 
that the Sisters promised build grotto, 
and Mother recovered, have two pro- 
cessions annually, one February 11, 
the feast Our Lady Lourdes, and 
the other August. Friends the 
convent were solicited for donations 
further the project. The grotto was 
finished 1908 and from that time 
these annual processions the grotto 
were 

Through the years the trumpet-vine- 
covered grotto became more and more 
place beauty. That which was beau- 
tiful, however, was also partial cause 
destruction, for after some time the vines, 
effort maintain adequate foot- 
ing, began dissolve the material hold- 
ing together the clinkers which the 
grotto was built. 

Thus, almost fifty years after the erec- 
tion the first grotto, was thought ad- 
visable replace with new one built 
stone. The grotto’s direction was 
changed slightly make Our Lady more 
readily visible persons coming the 
convent drive. The new grotto has 
simulated spring, which causes water 
trickle slowly among the stones its 
floor. small aperture admit light and 
air has been left the back wall 
the grotto and vigil light encased blue 
glass burns unceasingly before Our Lady. 
Garden flowers and ornamental ever- 
greens various shapes planted nearby 
are replacing the trumpet vines. 

Weather permitting, the novices, also 
many the professed Sisters and the 
scholastics, visit Lourdes shrine each 
evening. 

One the most interesting statues 
Our Lady the Mount plaster replica 
the statue Our Lady Altétting 
Bavaria. This replica was brought 
from Bavaria Anna Fink, niece 
Bishop Fink. damaged condition 
was carried the Mount 1909 
repaired. Seeing that the Sisters had re- 
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stored the statue well only Our 
Lady’s scepter seems have been beyond 
repair Miss Fink allowed the Sisters 
keep the statue and this day 
occupies honored place the tailor 
shop. 

few words about this famous German 
image, principally described the 
second volume Gillett’s Famous 
Shrines Our Lady, will account for the 
interest taken here Our Lady Alt- 
grimage town some 10,000 inhabitants 
Upper Bavaria. few miles from 
and about sixty miles east 
Munich, the diocese Passau. 
this place, about the year 700, the Bene- 
dictine missionary bishop, St. Rupert, 
believed have baptized Otto, the chief 
the heathen tribe Bajuvarii, tiny 
octagonal pagan temple which was made 
into Christian chapel for the ceremony. 
Now this chapel had floor space only 
fifty square yards, and since soon be- 
came famous, was much too small. 
the early sixteenth century small nave 
was skillfully added, and cloister 
arcade built outside, allowing the ordered 
flow the daily stream pilgrims. 
modern times the number Masses cele- 
brated annually has been estimated 
4,000, and the number pilgrims 
300,000. 

Tradition claims the original statue 
Our Lady the Holy Chapel have 
been gift St. Rupert. so, another 
statue was substituted unknown 
date, for the present image identified 
wood, twenty-six inches tall. The robes 
both Mother and Child are crimson 
edged with gold, and over Our 
robe lavender mantle with 
lining. The Holy Child holds fruit 
His right hand, which has purposely been 
made over-large symbolize the wealth 
blessing which bestows. Our Lady’s 
face, too, was made disproportionately 
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large allow the artist more scope 
express the tenderness and love Our 
Lady. The faces both figures, each 
exquisite study love and sympathy, 
are now black. This due entirely, 
writes Mr. Gillett, age and the cen- 
turies candle-smoke, formerly both 
faces were tinted natural color. 

The Benedictines had charge the 
shrine Altétting for the first 400 years. 
Since then has undergone many vicis- 
situdes, many, fact, that “few 
Our Lady’s sanctuaries can said 
richer history.” Franciscans, Jesuits, 
Capuchins, the English Ladies, popes, 
kings all have had part this history. 
The holy Capuchin brother, St. Conrad 
Parzham, porter St. Anne’s Friary 
afew yards away, all persons identi- 
fied himself most closely with the devo- 
tion Our Lady Altétting.” 

The first two hundred years the his- 
tory the shrine were troublous ones, 
but after 913 A.D., was spared 
almost entirely the horror wars, pesti- 
lence, and famine. Even the Black 
Death, the Thirty-Years War, and the 
plague scarcely touched the shrine town. 
Almost innumerable votive pictures hang 
the shrine, nave, and around the ar- 
cade. The hearts fewer than twen- 
ty-four princes the Wittelbach line 
tulers Bavaria were bequeathed the 
shrine, and are there deposited, each 
its silver urn. 

Kings vied with one another enrich- 
ing the shrine; popes granted indulgences 
visited person. 1916, Pope 
Benedict XV, moved the piety 
lewis III, the last sovereign Bavaria, 
solemnly proclaimed Our Lady Alt- 
patroness Bavaria. This was 
only the most recent series honors 
Marian shrine which has for more 
than 1,000 years been regarded “the 
German Loretto,” and “the most holy 
place all Bavaria.” 


From this sketch the shrine, one can 
readily understand the veneration this 
Madonna American convent found- 
Benedictine Sisters from Bavaria. 


Sodality Our Lady 


The Sodality the Blessed Virgin 
Mary one the oldest organizations 
the Mount campus. With the tradi- 
tional pontifical high Mass and the induc- 
tion new sodalists both college 
and academy the feast the Im- 
maculate Conception, December the 
chief Sodality day during the first semes- 
ter. former times when exciting 
events were relatively few, this was red 
letter day for the starry-eyed freshmen 
the academy. first Sunday 
the month Sodality Sunday there- 
after, they wore proudly over their black 
Peter Thompson collars their white rib- 
bons secured the throat with the sodali- 
medal and pin. 

The May crowning concludes the year’s 
activities for the sodality. Our Lady 
Lourdes was the statue crowned annually 
through 1944. After that year, the pro- 
cession moved the Marywood campus 
where stands the beautiful statue Our 
Lady Providence, majestic wooded 
setting. For the Marian year crowning, 
the sodalists returned Lourdes, thus 
making, were, formal dedication 
the new grotto. 

During the Marian year, vigil lights 
have burned constantly before Our Lady’s 
altars, and the Marian Antiphons have 
been sung daily the close Vespers, 
the Canonical Hour dedicated Mary. 
There have been high Masses each Satur- 
day and each eighth day the month. 
During this year, too, the Sisters the 
community who have been professed 
more than ten years have been enabled 
avail themselves the privilege the 
Consecration Virgins. 
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Benedictines Sing Our Lady 


HROUGHOUT the past fourteen cen- 
turies, ever since the time St. 
Benedict, continuous tradition de- 
votion Our Lady pervades Benedictine 
life, even though St. Benedict does not 
directly legislate for veneration the 
Blessed Virgin. However, three essen- 
tials monastic life that are clearly stat- 
the Holy Rule led the develop- 
the Divine Office and the Masses 
for her feasts. These three basic elements 
are follows: (1) the Opus Dei the 
community prayer which nothing 
preferred; (2) the family life each 
Benedictine foundation; (3) spiritual read- 
ing based primarily the Holy Scrip- 
tures and the works the Fathers. 
Since St. Benedict made the choral 
office such important element his 
“School the Lord’s Service,” Benedic- 
tines naturally expressed their love for 
Mary, the Mother God, singing the 
liturgy Religious united 
strong family spirit found Mary 
Mother, who exemplifies many ideals 
religious life purity, humility, pover- 
ty, obedience, silence, and charity. Only 
singing the spirit the Magnificat 
could Benedictines fully express their love 
for God and His Mother. Through the 
study Holy and the works 
the Fathers, the principal source the 
liturgy, they have come realize how 
closely the lives Jesus and Mary are 
united they unfold prophecy and 
Gospel narrative. 
During the Golden Age Gregorian 
chant, from the sixth the eleventh 
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century, Benedictine monks composed 
plainchant for use the liturgy which 
had been given definite form St. 
Gregory the Great. new feasts were 
established, monks who were musicians 
provided music solemnize these fes- 
tivals, including the earliest feasts 
Mary Rome. The feasts the As- 
sumption, Our Lady’s Nativity, and the 
Annunciation were celebrated Rome 
under Pope Sergius the end the 
seventh century.! 

excellent was the sacred chant the 
Benedictines that monks trained the 
monastic schola cantorum became the prin- 
cipal choir directors for basilicas, cathe- 
drals, and churches throughout England 
and the continent. From the sources 
sacred chant developed Benedictines 
the years 500 800, came the famous 
musical accomplishments great abbeys 
like St. Gall Switzerland and Cluny 
France. 


the ninth century the St. Gall school 
music grew importance famous 
musicians such Notker Balbulus and 
Tuotilo composed sequences and tropes 
for the great festivals. Notker wrote 
many sequences, forms developed out 
the Alleluia-jubilus, for important feasts 
the liturgical year, including some 
Marian feasts the Purification, the 
Nativity the Blessed Virgin, and the 
Tuotilo, his contemporary, 
most likely composed tropes for Masses 


Dr. Heinrich Kellner, Heortology, 
Louis: Herder Co., 1908, 237. 

James Clark, The Abbey St. Gall, 
Cambridge University Press, 1926, pp. 184-185. 
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honor Mary, although not 
know which tropes were sung great 
Marian festivals. 

Cluny the period, 910 1215, 
under the direction the great leaders, 
Berno, St. Odo, St. Aymard, St. 
Odilo, St. Hugh, and Pierre (le Vener- 
able), liturgical services were carried out 
with regal splendor for all the feasts 
the liturgical year. Unusually beautiful 
manuscripts antiphonals and the great 
lectionary Cluny show that the great- 
est care was taken provide Gregorian 
chant for the Divine Office and Masses. 
The same devout preparation was mani- 
fested singing the plainchant. 

the magnificent presentation the 
liturgical life the Church that was 
characteristic Cluny, the monks show- 
great devotion Our Lady well 
Christ the King. “Besides the con- 
mass there was another sung 
mass daily after prime, called the matu- 
tinal mass, later the Lady mass, being 
‘de Special services and private 
devotions were also held the Lady 
Chapel. 

English monks likewise manifested their 
love for Mary singing her praises 
the great Marian feasts. Some them, 
too, played important part intro- 
ducing into the Church festival 
honor Mary’s Conception. Benedic- 
who promoted this feast were 
Elsinus, monk St. Augustine’s, Can- 
and later Abbot Ramsey 
the diocese Westminster (1080- 
1087), St. Anselm Canterbury and his 
nephew Anselm, Osbert Clare, prior 
Westminster, Warinus, dean Wor- 
cester, Abbot Hugh Reading, and the 
historian Eadmer.* Largely through their 
the feast Mary’s Conception 
was observed many Benedictine monas- 
Abbot Cuthbert Butler, Benedictine Monach- 
London, Longmans Green and Co., 1919, 


295-296. 
Dr. Heinrich Kellner, op. cit., 248. 


teries England about the year 1128. 
Surely these monks must have been just 
zealous providing music for these 
feasts they were establishing them, 
since their monasteries were famous for 
the perfection and beauty liturgical 
music. 

Two Benedictine saints whose lives 
and writings reveal great love Mary 
are St. Gertrude the Great and St. Ber- 
nard. Both saints loved the liturgy, 
sang Our Lady’s praises, and were re- 
warded her with extraordinary favors. 

such feasts the Purification, the 
Annunciation, and the Nativity the 
Blessed Virgin, Mary appeared St. 
Gertrude and gave her messages divine 
charity. She was granted revelations 
Our Lady other times she participat- 
various feasts the liturgical year. 
Mary, too, was with St. Gertrude the 
hour her death. The Revelations are 
indication how deeply the Queen 
Heaven loved St. Gertrude, the flower 
Benedictine life. 

During the Mass the feast the 
Annunciation, St. Gertrude beheld the 
Mother God, gloriously adorned with 
every virtue. The saint prostrated 
her feet and asked the Blessed Virgin 
assist her receiving more worthily her 
Divine Son Holy Communion. “The 
Blessed Virgin then gave her magnificent 
necklace, which had seven rays points, 
each which precious stone was at- 
tached, and these stones indicated the 
signal virtues which had pleased our Lord 
most His Blessed Mother. The first 
was her exquisite purity; the second, her 
faithful humility; the third, her ardent 
desires; the fourth, her peaceful tranquil- 

Meditating during Mass upon the 
words the Gospel, Ecce ancilla, St. 
Gertrude saluted Our Lady, reminding 
her the great joy she had experienced 
the moment she completely abandoned 
herself the will God. The Blessed 
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Mother replied: any one reminds 
them what they ask the hymn, 
esse matrem, which used this feast, 
showing myself truth the Mother 
the King Glory and the advocate 
men, using power with the King 
succour them, and assisting them with 
the tenderest 

St. Bernard’s deep love Christ’s 
Sacred Humanity and his childlike devo- 
tion Mary began Christmas eve 
the year 1098, and his mother were 
waiting for the bell St. Vorles an- 
nounce the Christmas Matins. Bernard 
fell asleep and saw the Holy Infant and 
the Virgin Mother, who even let him 
caress the Babe. From this time tender 
love the Blessed Mother inspired Ber- 
nard’s words and actions. Ever mindful 
Mary’s favors, dedicated the prin- 
cipal altar his first church Clairvaux 
the Holy 

express his devotion Mary, St. 
Bernard wrote dissertation The 
Glories the Virgin Mother. This work 
commentary the account the 
Annunciation according St. Luke (I: 
26-38). Luddy, O.Cist., says 
that this commentary consists four long 
homilies, for unction and eloquence 
have rarely been equaled and never sur- 
passed, except the saint himself the 
magnificent discourses Mary’s Nativi- 
and Assumption. Many his finest 
thoughts are based directly the 

Psalms and canticles form important 
part the Divine Office and Masses 
honor Mary; hence St. Bernard must 
have been inspired many times sang 
Our Lady with his Cistercian family. 
This devout singing Mary’s praises was 


The Life and Revelations St. Gertrude, Lon- 
don, Burns and Oates, 1870, pp. 371-372. 

Ailbe Luddy, O.Cist., Life and Teachings 
St. Bernard, Dublin, Gill and Son, 1927, 


10. 
Ibid., pp. 86-87. 
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characteristic St. Bernard’s religious 
life, and bestowed upon his follow- 
ers sacred heritage. impressive 
Cistercian singing Our Lady may 
described Huysmans, who wrote 
his impressions the Salve Regina 
heard sung the Cistercian abbey 
Issigny. writes: 
Suddenly all arose, and with great 
shout the “Salve Regina” shook the 
was once flexible 
and ardent, sustained such suppliant 
adoration that seemed concentrate 
itself alone the immemorial hope 
humanity and its eternal 
Chanted without accompaniment, un- 
sustained the organ, voices in- 
one only, masculine and deep, 
arose with boldness, sprang with ir- 
resistable flight towards Our 
Among Benedictine monasteries the 
ancient abbey outstand- 
ing for its manifestation devotion 
the Blessed Virgin. From the ninth cen- 
tury, when St. Meinrad founded Ein- 
siedeln the Dark Forest Switzerland, 
the history the religious house reveals 
constant love for the Mother God. 
The Holy Hermit placed statue Our 
Lady holding the Christ Child her left 
arm, over the altar his small Mother 
God Chapel, and this church became 
known the Chapel Grace. Pilgrims 
came from many places and received an- 
swers their petitions. This was the 
origin countless pilgrimages Our 
Lady Einsiedeln. Truly this Marian 
shrine the work Divine Providence 
and the source many 

The cloister church Einsiedeln, re- 
cords the second nocturn Matins for 
the titular feast Our Lady Ein- 
siedeln, July 16, “possesses the 
istic, that enshrines two venerable 


The author indebted Dom Pius 
berger, assistant librarian Einsiedeln, for notes 
concerning the rare manuscripts and the history 
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treasures, the hut St. Meinrad, the first 
dweller this place, and age-old image 
the Blessed Virgin Mary erected the 
aforementioned church.” 

After the church enshrining St. Mein- 
rad’s Lady Chapel was completed under 
the direction St. Eberhard, request- 
St. Conrad, bishop Constance con- 
secrate the church September 14, 948. 
the eve the consecration, Bishop 
Conrad went into the church pray. 
Suddenly midnight brilliant light 
blazed forth the sanctuary and wonder- 
ful singing was heard. The Bishop be- 
held vision two choirs angels chant- 
ing the hymns for the consecration 
church. Our Lord, clothed pontifical 
vestments, violet color, stood the 
high altar celebrate the Mass Dedi- 
cation. St. Stephen and St. Lawrence 
acted respectively deacon and sub- 
deacon. St. Peter, St. Gregory, and St. 
Augustine were present the sanctuary. 
Before the altar the Blessed Mother was 
seated throne surrounded angels. 

The next day when Bishop Conrad be- 
gan the ceremonies the consecration 
tite, voice was heard saying: 
cease, brother! The chapel has been divine- 
The hand God has 
established, consecrated, and maintained 
Einsiedeln through the centuries. 
spite invasions the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries, five conflagrations 
the tenth the sixteenth century, desecra- 
tion from atheistic French troops 1798, 
the glorious Marian shrine still exists and 
countless pilgrims who come 
honor Maria the “Black 
Madonna.” 

order provide books for spiritual 
teading and for the liturgical services, the 
monks copied the Sacred 
Scriptures. their zealous 
work the scriptorium may seen 
the ancient abbey today. Not the least 
among these treasures the large Bible 
the eleventh century which many 


scribes worked simultaneously. 

One the most celebrated manuscripts 
(Ms. 405) today the 
Gospel St. Luke. dates from the 
tenth century and was probably written 
the famous scriptorium St. Gall. 
These beautiful Gospel codices, many 
them displaying whole pages silver and 
gold initials, and now preserved the 
library Einsiedeln, are glorious tribute 
the St. Gall school. For must re- 
called that its first decades Einsiedeln 
depended upon the art and the experience 
St. Gall. 

Besides copying texts, the monks pro- 
vided commentaries Scripture and the 
works the Fathers. also laid the 
foundation for the study theology and 
for the development theological disci- 
pline, well for the study Mariol- 
ogy. 

Shrine Einsiedeln 


The Marian shrine gives 
abundant proof how the scribes pre- 
served the old Mass formula such feasts 
the Purification, the Assumption, the 
Nativity Mary, and other Marian 
feasts. The feast the Purification with 
its rich Biblical background and its be- 
loved procession received special con- 
sideration the liturgical books mis- 
sals, lectionaries, and graduals. page 
Ms. 464, missal from the scriptorium 
Einsiedeln, has such fine artistry the 
initial the oration for the Purifica- 
tion that shows the faith and devotion 
the monks. For the same feast there 
are rubrics the so-called Consuetudines 
Einsiedeln, dating from the tenth cen- 
tury. This custom book also has direc- 
tions for the early High Mass, that are 
followed today the cloister. Usually 
this first High Mass sung votive 
Mass honor the Blessed Mother 
the Chapel Grace. For this early High 
Mass the monks wrote their own choral 
books, which eventually contained the 
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special Masses the feasts the Mother 
God and the votive Masses throughout 
the year. 

Lectionary Ms. 964, whose subject 
the Vigil the Assumption, essen- 
tials similar the one the Roman 
Missal today. The orations and pro- 
pers feasts usually progress through 
hundreds years; sometimes expressions 
are changed and occasionally complete 
revision takes place. The revisions, for 
the most part, follow the traditional pat- 
tern development. They embellish the 
thought the feast with texts from Holy 
Scripture and the inspirational interpre- 
tations them. 

Some years ago Rome ordered new 
Mass formula for the feast Our Lady 
The See also 
authorized new votive Mass for use 
the Chapel Grace. Thus after thou- 
sand years came new Mass texts in- 
spired the same child-like love for 
Mary that produced the old manuscripts 
the Middle Ages. 

The monks Einsiedeln make use 
sequences and tropes the observance 
some feasts. For example, the feast 
the Dedication the Chapel Grace, 
September 14, tropes like the following 
for the Sanctus and the Agnus Dei are 
sung 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Deus aula 

gloriosae Virginis; miserere nobis. Bene- 

dictus Mariae Filius aeternum regna- 
turus qui venit nomine Domine. 

Hosanna excelsis. Agnus Dei, mise- 

rere vivorum credentium, miserere 

nobis. Agnus Dei, miserere 

Agnus Dei, miserere vivorum 

credentium, miserere nobis. Agnus 

Dei, miserere mortuorum pie 

quiescentium, miserere nobis. Agnus 

Dei, pacem vivis defunctis 

pie regnantibus, miserere nobis. 

These tropes are graceful, ornamental, 
paraphrasing transcriptions. 


feast Mary’s Assumption the monks 
sing one Notker’s sequences, “Con- 
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gaudent angelorum,” dating from the 
twelfth century and found Missal Ms, 
466. For the feast the Nativity 
Our Lady, they render the sequence, 
“Stirpe maria regia.” 


Marian Antiphons 


During the Middle Ages the veneration 
the Mother God developed 
the so-called Marian antiphons. These 
came partly from the psalm antiphons 
the feasts the Blessed Mother, they 
were developed further from longer pray- 
ers honor Mary. The most 
portant hymn this kind the Sale 
Regina that attributed Herman the 
Lame, monk Reichenau, the original 
monastery from which St. Meinrad 

That the text the Salve Regina 
perienced changes can illustrated 
two examples from the rare manuscripts 
Einsiedeln. the last page 
codex concerning the lives the saints 
the twelfth century, the beginning 
the antiphon Sa/ve Regina misericordiae, 
and the ending post hoc exilium ostende, 
clemens, pie, dulcis Maria. 

How greatly the monks esteemed the 
Salve Regina and how frequently they 
sang evident from the fine transcrip- 
tion this Marian hymn the Codex 
Schwanden, which belonged series 
choir books written the beginning 
the fourteenth century. These choral 
books mark turning point the choir 
practices Einsiedeln because they were 
written the accurate notation Guido 
Arezzo. Unfortunately many the 
original series choir books were lost, 
but the remaining manuscript shows the 
Salve Regina the same solemn melody 
sung today when the monks 
procession the Chapel Grace after 
Vespers. 

For many years the Benedictines 
have sung four-voice 
ment the Salve Regina. The original 
solemn melody composed Herman 
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the Lame was used cantus firmus, and 
then three accompanying voices bass, 
tenor, and alto were added. The 
thythm the free rhythm Gregorian 
chant, but the tempo somewhat slower 
because the numerous changing voices 
the four-voice arrangement. 

help the monks sing this famous 
Regina Einsiedeln, they have 
printed copy that has appeared various 
editions since the eighteenth century. 
Today the choral arrangement com- 
bined Vade Mecum, which also con- 
tains prayers honor the Blessed Vir- 
gin, the Litany the Relics the Saints, 
and the Litany St. Meinrad. 

Thus many historical records prove 
that the Abbey Einsiedeln has shown 
devotion Our Lady for over thousand 
years. Every effort has been made 
provide accurate and beautiful books for 
the liturgical services. How devoutly 
the monastic choirs must have sung their 
love for the Mother God! the 
monks continue their glorious traditions 
and sing their undying love for Our Lady 
Einsiedeln. 

America, the one-hundred-year-old 
Archabbey St. Meinrad, Indiana, car- 
the spirit The 
Monastery church has replica the 
Chapel Grace and also reproduction 
the “Black Madonna.” day the 
monks procession their Lady 
Chapel, singing the Salve 


Regina. 

inspiring example devotion 
Mary the twentieth century was given 
the martyr, Dom Maurus Palazuelos, 
prior administrator Pueyo monastery 
Spain. the communists were tak- 
ing the monks executed the Civil 
War 1936, the prior requested: “May 
When the request was granted, Dom 
Maurus turned the direction his 
monastery and began sing the Bless- 
Mother. the Reds cursed him, 
calmly said: “Do you not 
Mother Our Lady heaven?” The 
leader the communists shouted: “Here 
you die!” Then shot the courageous 
prior who died singing the Mother 
God." 


Throughout the centuries thousands 
Benedictine families have sent forth from 
their monastic choirs canticles love 
which resound heaven and earth. 
Reverently and wisely Benedictines have 
sung and still sing the inspired words 
the Divine Office and the texts the Holy 
Mass. Since Mary can never separat- 
from her Son the liturgy, she unites 
her voice with those the Benedictine 
choirs singing praises the Blessed 
Trinity. 


Dom Romanos Rios, Benedictines 
Today, Stanbrook Abbey Press, 1945, pp. 487- 
488. 
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MONG hundreds books St. 

Joseph, the writer has selected two 
which seem most suited the pur- 
pose this paper. They are and 
Theological Study Their Re- 
lationship, the Rev. Francis Filas, 
S.J., and The Fatherhood 
the Rev. Joseph Mueller, S.J. 

Each these books deals lovingly and 
soberly with the long story devotion 
St. Joseph, and each defends the title, 
“virgin-father Jesus” the one most 
appropriate for Mary’s husband. Father 
Filas’s work includes the fullest bibli- 
ography the subject found the 
English language. Father 
book, however, has had the advantage 
being discussed the Clergy Review, 
Canon Smith, whom the Review 
praises veteran leader among English 
theologians. 

Extracts from these sources seem the 
writer suitable background for his 
own reflections. After discussing various 
titles applied St. Joseph: adoptive- 
father, putative father, legal father, foster- 
father, matrimonial father, vicarious 
father, eminent spiritual father, Father 
Filas explains and defends the title “vir- 
gin-father.” quoted St. Augus- 
tine, St. Pius Holzmeister, Mueller, 
and Macabieau, continues: 

presuppose that ‘‘virgin 
but the context referring St. 
Joseph’s fatherhood Jesus. Mary’s 


Francis Filas, S.J., Joseph and Jesus, Mil- 
waukee: Bruce Publishing Co., 1952. 

Joseph Mueller, S.J., The Fatherhood St. 
Joseph, St. Louis: Herder Book Co., 1952. 
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Mary and Her Husband 


Rev. Cummins, O.S.B. 


title ‘‘virgin mother” has never been 
expected act quasi-compendium 
all Similarly, ‘‘virgin 
father” not claimed explicit 
reference every element the father- 
proach the requirements for adequate 
description because brief, exclusive, 
and clear perhaps should say 
that clear any title ever will 
referring fatherly relationship that 
utterly transcends all ordinary cate- 
gories.... The title ‘‘Virgin Father 
goes far beyond the incom- 
pleteness all other titles the Saint, 
tracing the fatherhood Joseph’s virginal 
marriage with the blessed Mother 
God the union which received Jesus 
Christ its miraculous fruit. 
and Jesus, pp. 161-165). 

Father Mueller speaking this topic 
says: 

Heretofore even theologians who the 
main concur our interpretation have 
failed agree Because this 
fatherhood quite unique and miraculous 
indeed not easy find suitable 
name.... There remains the simple 
name: Pater virgo, pater virgineus, 
was and father Jesus because was 
united virginal marriage with the 
Mother God, and this marriage had 
its reason existence the purpose 
had serve and actually did serve: the 
incarnation the Son God; and be- 
cause the child Jesus was, the sense 
explained, the the fruit this 
marriage. Moreover, the name 
ginal father” contains implicitly virtu- 
ally also the idea father; for 
without his virginal marriage with the 
Mother God there was possibility 
for him become any sense the 
father Jesus, and have shown 
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our last chapter, this marriage was the 
necessary prerequisite predisposition, the 
causa dispositiva for the incarnation 
the Son God the virginal womb 
Mary the Mother God. Indeed, 
employ also the name ‘‘Virgin Mother” 
designate the Mother God without 
mentioning her marriage. Why the 
case St. Joseph the name 
father” would inadmissible cannot 
see. all the names suggested, this 
one seems the most appropri- 
ate. (The Fatherhood St. Joseph, pp. 
105-107 

give, first, Canon Smith’s com- 
mendation Father Mueller’s book, 
second, his strictures the title: “Virgin 


father Jesus.” 


His Commendation 

The chapters which compose this inter- 
esting book are substantially identical 
with series lectures delivered the 
author Innsbruck University. First 
published German 1937, the book 
now appears extremely competent 
and readable translation. After use- 
ful introduction which tells something 
the history devotion St. Joseph, 
Dr. Mueller proceeds deal with the 
theological questions that concern the 
virginal marriage St. Joseph our 
Blessed Lady. first established 
that this was indeed true marriage and 
answered the objections that might 
from the essence the matrimoni- 
contract, goes develop what 
the most important and interesting 
thesis his book. cannot remain 
content with the titles father” 
“putative father,” though from certain 
points view allows them suit- 
able. prefers call St. Joseph the 
Christ truth the fruit his virginal 
our Lady. St. Joseph ac- 
cordingly the father the child Jesus 
consequence his virginal marriage 
with the blessed Virgin; was this 
marriage that the child Jesus was con- 
ceived and born, and was the fruit 
this marriage that was given, not 
only Mary, but also Joseph; both co- 
according 
God’s providential design, the beget- 
ting this fruit, not naturally but super- 


naturally, that is, vowing their virgini- 
God, their virginal marriage 
which was reciprocal gift their virgini- 
for the purpose preserving that mar- 
riage inviolate, their unreserved sur- 
render God’s holy will. Dr. Mueller 
defends his thesis with erudition and 
skill, and readers this book who are 
able appreciate the subtle but theolo- 
gical distinctions makes may find 
him convincing. (Clergy Review, XXX- 
VII, Aug. 1952, 


His Strictures 


Nevertheless, cannot but feel that 
the title virginal father given St. 
Joseph may, any rate popularly used, 
have the effect obscuring what the 
unique glory the Virgin Mother. 
true that, Dr. Mueller does well 
warn his readers, virginal parenthood 
attributed Mary and Joseph not uni- 
vocally but analogically. Yet our Lady’s 
role the Incarnation affirmed 
Tradition entirely unique that, until 
the contrast between her function and 
that St. Joseph has been more sharply 
defined, may justifiably hesitate 
run the risk equating the two giv- 
ing St. Joseph title which might seem 
all respects parallel that the 


St. Bernadette’s Views 


Sister, seriously ill, accepted the sug- 
gestion the Sister Infirmarian, that 
they make novena Our Lady. But 
when the Sister Infirmarian went kneel 
before statue St. Joseph, the sick 
Sister laughed: but now agreed 
novena Mary, and you kneel down 
before Joseph!” Surprised, the Infirmari- 
replied gaily: why not? you 
think there jealousy heaven?” 

The Sister Infirmarian here introduced 
known the world Bernadette 
Lourdes, who later became Sister Mary 
Bernard, and now St. Bernadette 
heaven. Has she changed her mind? 
Has she found jealousy heaven? When 
she glorifies Mary Mary’s Year, does 
she hesitate kneel before Joseph? 

Are these questions childish? Over- 
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pious? Sentimental, untheological? What 
have they with our subject: Mary 
and Her Husband? 

Let the last question answered first. 
Mary the wife Joseph. Now any 
family, where there has been neither 
adultery nor divorce, the child the wife 
must likewise the child the husband. 
This truth insisted St. Augustine’s 
homilies for the feasts St. Joseph. 
Further, the child conceived 
miracle, without carnal intercourse, then 
the wife virgin-mother, and the hus- 
band virgin-father. This truth, im- 
plicit tradition, and now commonly 
accepted, still regarded with misgiving 
and hesitation some competent theo- 
logians, who fear that “the title vir- 
gin-father given St. Joseph may ob- 
scure the unique glory the Virgin 
Mother.” 

this brief paper, then, topic 
which would deserve book, the writer 
will try show that “virgin-father 
Jesus” the most precise and appropri- 
ate title for St. Joseph, and that, con- 
sequence, those theologians who hesitate 
let the title become popular have given 
too little attention St. Bernadette’s 
inspired criterion: jealousy 
Heaven.” 

Nearly fifty years ago, October 11, 
1906, archbishop from Romania 
brought prayer which had composed 
St. Pius petitioning the Pope ap- 
prove the prayer, and bestow 
indulgence. Pius, after attentive read- 
ing, wrote underneath the prayer its first 
indulgence. The next day Cardinal Gen- 
wrote its author, Archbishop 
Camilli: presented the document 
the Sacred Congregation; and one has 
made any demurrer against Twenty- 
five years later, May 23, 1931, the in- 
dulgence was increased 500 days, and 
the prayer now stands No. 439 
Benziger’s Raccolta, published 1943. 
The prayer follows: 
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virgin-father Fesus, 
most pure spouse the Virgin Mary, 
pray every day for 
the same Fesus, the Son God, 
that we, 
being defended the power His grace, 
and striving dutifully life, 
may crowned Him 
the hour death. 


CoMMENTS THIS PRAYER 


St. Pius gives St. Joseph the 
title: Virgin-father Jesus. This title 
part and parcel indulgenced pray- 
er. Why hesitate use it? Are 
more Catholic than the Church? 

The prayer itself seems remove 
all reason for hesitation. Why Joseph 
the virgin-father Jesus? Because, 
the prayer continues, Joseph the hus- 
band Mary (spouse Scripture word 
for husband). The word “because” 
not explicit the prayer, but im- 
plicit and necessary prayer redo- 
lent tradition, particular the 
Augustinian tradition. quote Father 
Filas: “Joseph receives his position 
father ultimately because the true 
husband Mary, who the Mother 
Jesus.” 

This prayer was sanctioned the 
pope who, fifty years ago, led the world 
celebrating the Golden Jubilee 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception, and who, 
this Centennial year that definition, 
this blessed Year Mary, has himself 
been raised the glories the altar 
which Christ. 

How similar the spirit this 
prayer Bernadette, whom Mary chose 
herald and interpreter Her Im- 
maculate Conception, and who, 1933 
was canonized the feast the Im- 
maculate Conception! 

Surely, then, more than pious 
fancy when think Mary herself 
directing from heaven the campaign 
honor her husband. Mediatrix all 
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graces, can she neglect him, who, earth 
and heaven, nearest her, just 
she nearest Christ? 


Bernadette right. When she 


kneels before Joseph make novena 
Mary, she simply sailing down the 
stream grace that flows from the virgin- 
mother Jesus the virgin-father 
Jesus. Mary jealous Joseph! 


Canon HESITATION 


Will the title “virgin father Jesus” 
tend, Canon Smith fears, 
the unique glory the Virgin 
Yes, forget the tradition centuries 
which sees Mary’s miraculous mother- 
hood the cause and source Joseph’s 
fatherhood. But, with that tradition 
mind, will welcome the father 
Jesus” new triumph for Mary her- 
self triumph unusually welcome 
this Year Mary. Mary’s triumphs 
through the centuries have never obscur- 
ed, but rather illumined the triumphs 
Christ, will the triumphs Joseph 
ever more beautifully the glories 
Mary. 

What triumph heaven preparing for 
Joseph this consecrated twentieth cen- 
tury? are not prophets. But, 
God’s hands, the past prepares the future. 
Two acts world-consecration have 
graced the century wherein live. 
1899, June 11, the Sunday within the 
octave the feast the Sacred Heart, 
Pope Leo XIII consecrated the entire 
human race the Divine Heart Jesus. 
1942, Oct. 31, Vigil All Saints, 
Pope Pius XII, still gloriously reigning, 
consecrated the entire human race the 
Immaculate Heart Mary. What led 
Pius XII this Act? Read his first en- 
cyclical. young priest, two months 
ordained, shared Pope Leo’s act con- 
secration, and made that act the soul 
all his years priest, and hence, says 
1939, all his years pope. 

World-consecration the Heart 


Jesus has led world consecration 
the Heart Mary. Will not that 
luminous twentieth-century rainbow 
grace completed world consecra- 
tion the Heart Joseph? 


Tue 


Preaching St. Joseph’s Day, bishop 
repeated old story, using par- 
able, show forth Joseph’s power 
heaven. 

St. Peter was dissatisfied. Too many 
people were clamoring for entrance who 
seemed unworthy. They had but one 
plea: prayed St. Joseph, for happy 
hour death.” 

know Peter from the Gospel. 
must speak out. comes Joseph, 
remonstrate: you please more 
careful? These people spoiling 
heaven!” 

St. Joseph listens, then replies: 
understand you, dear St. Peter. appre- 
ciate your zeal for the beauty heaven, 
but simply cannot refuse these people. 
And you know why. one great sor- 
row earth came from suspicion 
the Blessed Mother, she were false 
wife. But when the angel told the 
truth, became the happiest men, 
happy that even earth could not re- 
fuse anything anybody. Much less 
now, heaven, can refuse even the 
most unworthy. simply cannot. 
too happy.” 

paused, then: “Dear St. Peter, 
there’s only one conclusion. There’s 
wife, Mary, there’s Son, Jesus. you 
can’t see things way, must simply 
take wife and Child, and move out!” 

St. Peter, his knees, surrenders: 
“Anything but that. Let them all in. 
This place would not heaven you 
went. Nobody would stay. would 
myself the first go. Stay, just stay, 
and you please.” 

St. Joseph, the bishop ends his story— 
St. Joseph the head the Holy Family, 
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earth and heaven. What says 
goes, and whatever says does, 
glorifies Mary, from whom his title: “the 
virgin-father Jesus.” 


Thus bring end this sketchy 
piece work. follow the views Father 
Filas and Father Mueller. embrace the 
prayer St. Pius the Tenth. argue 


did Bernadette, that glory Joseph 
means glory Mary. And hope that 
the hesitating theologian, like St. Peter 
heaven, will converted the 
bishop’s story. 


Virgin-mother, virgin-father, 
Each anguish, silent, sad: 
Angel speaks: the virgin-mother 

Makes the virgin-father glad. 


Missionary Work the Benedictine Sisters 
the United States 


ROM the earliest days the Bene- 

dictine Order zeal for missionary en- 
deavor has been outstanding charac- 
teristic its members. Wherever 
monastery convent has been estab- 
lished, the evangelization the people 
the surrounding territory has become the 
holy ambition the superior and the 
religious. Following the tradition 
fourteen centuries, the Benedictine Sis- 
ters the various American Communi- 
ties have from the time that their con- 
vents were founded devoted themselves 
prayer and work the spiritual and 
temporal welfare the people among 
whom they lived. Following the Bene- 
dictine pattern, the Sisters have labored 
obedience, doing the tasks indicated 
Divine Providence, assigned 
their superiors. 

early 1858, the Benedictine Sisters 
opened elementary school St. 
Joseph, Minn., for the children the 
German settlers. Their first high school 
was started 1877, and their college 
1913. hospital was opened Bis- 
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marck, Dak., 1885, and 
St. Cloud, Minn., 1886. More recent- 
they have opened hospitals Mauston, 
Wis., 1933, Ogden, Utah, 1946, 
and New Prague, Minn., 1952. 
Work the foreign missions took num- 
ber Sisters China 1930, Formo- 
1948, and Japan 1950. the 
home mission field, the Sisters conduct 
two schools for Indians and one cateche- 
tical school. They catechetical work 
Onamia, Minn., well mission work 
among the Indians. Each summer they 
conduct between forty and fifty vacation 
schools, with approximately one hundred 
Sisters teaching religion classes. 

The Sisters St. Benedict’s Convent 
Erie, Pa., began work among the early 
white settlers the Erie community 


1856. circumstances required, 


day schools were provided for foreign 
groups such the Hungarians and Cro- 
atians Farrell, Pa. the present 
time weekly Sunday schools are conduct- 
throughout the year least twelve 
Pennsylvania parishes, including the one 
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for Negro children, started St. Joseph’s 
parish, Sharon, Pa., 1950. Since 1930, 
the Sisters have conducted Camp Glinodo, 
arecreational camp for girls. Six founda- 
tions from the Erie motherhouse have be- 
come independent communities. They 
are Covington, Ky., 1859; Chicago, 
1861; Ferdinand, Ind., 1867; Coving- 
ton, La., 1870; Nauvoo, 1874; Fort 
Smith, Ark., 1878. 

Since 1881, the Sisters the Sacred 
Heart Convent, Yankton, Dak., have 
worked among the Sioux Indians the 
Standing Rock Reservation. After 1887, 
they opened mission school Stephen, 
Dak. They have taught parochial 
schools well some public schools 
since 1874, first Maryville, Mo., and 
after 1883 North and South Dakota. 
present the community conducts twen- 
ty-five schools, with average atten- 
dance about 4,300 students each year. 
these 530 are Indians. The Sisters 
teach catechism Saturdays and Sun- 
days public school pupils six parishes 
that have parochial schools. 
conduct more than fifty religious vacation 
schools each summer. About forty Sis- 
ters work among the Indians, eight among 
the Mexicans, and 145 
schools. 

St. Mary’s School Guthrie, Okla., 
was opened October, 1889, six months 
after “the run,” with enrollment 
one hundred twenty-five pupils. The 
Sisters taught catechism classes Pleas- 
ant Valley, Langston, Okarche, and Nor- 
man. school was opened Norman 
1895 which white and colored child- 
were taught together until the passing 
the Jim Crow law 1908. St. Cath- 
Guthrie was opened 1895 
with enrollment 155 pupils. The 
school was closed, after short time, how- 
and was not reopened until 1947. 
Other schools opened the late nine- 
teenth and early twentieth centuries were 
those Norman 1899, Coalgate 


1905 with 140 pupils, and Lehigh 
1906 with 150 pupils. Both Coalgate 
and Lehigh are mining towns. 

the early days the community 
now located St. Gertrude’s Convent, 
Cottonwood, Idaho, the Sisters worked 
among the Indians Grande Ronde, 
Ore. This was 1883. 1885 they 
taught the district school, Uniontown, 
Washington Territory. present they 
have nine schools, all Idaho. They 
teach catechism Saturdays Sun- 
days public school children and rural 
mission parishes. They also conduct 
eight religious vacation schools and are 
thus able give religious instruction 
about 1,500 pupils each year. their 
hospitals they yearly care for about two 
thousand patients. 

The Olivetan Sisters the Holy 
Angels’ Convent, Jonesboro, Ark., work- 
among the white settlers Arkansas 
and among the Negroes living there, be- 
ginning 1888. They now conduct ele- 
mentary schools and high schools 
Arkansas and Texas. They hospi- 
tal and hospice Jonesboro, and have 
charge the culinary department St. 
John’s Mission Seminary Little Rock. 

Four Sisters from the Convent the 
Immaculate Conception, Ferdinand, Ind., 
established mission among the Sioux 
Indians Fort Yates, Standing Rock, 
Dak., May 26, 1878. Work this 
mission continued for only three years. 
the present time, nine Sisters are 
charge St. Anne’s Indian Mission 
Bellcourt, Dak., the Turtlemount 
Reservation. For fifteen years the Sis- 
ters the Ferdinand community have 
taught vacation schools which last from 
two four weeks, approximately twen- 
places. During the entire year two Sis- 
ters give religious instruction six 
parishes children who not have the 
opportunity attending Catholic 
school. 

The Elizabeth, N.J. community had 
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four missions Ecuador, South America, 
from 1885 1895. the home mission 
field they conduct parochial schools and 
teach catechism Sundays two parish- 
es, which have Catholic schools. 
each these parishes, the Sisters teach 
about 300 pupils. 

The Sisters who founded the communi- 
Sturgis, Dak., 1889 were them- 
selves early settlers who worked among 
the people living around them. They 
conducted boarding school and 
orphanage which they kept children 
for little nothing, and hospital 
which they cared for the pioneers. Since 
1930 they have been doing catechetical 
work Saturdays and vacation 
schools during the summer. They now 
have three hospitals. About thirty Sis- 
ters are engaged work missionary 
character. 

The Sisters St. Mary’s Convent, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., conduct eleven parochial 
grade schools, one parochial high school, 
and one academy. They have eight 
catechetical centers among public school 
children. Approximately twenty Sisters 
are working with approximaetly 300 
children. 

Work among the early white settlers 
the neighborhood St. Marys, Pa., 
occupied the Sisters St. Joseph’s 
Convent, Elk County, during the first 
years its existence. From 1910 
1916 they labored among the Indians 
Elbow Woods, Dak. present 
they catechetical work Emporium, 
Mt. Jewett, James City, and Warren, 
Pa., and teach vacation schools Mt. 
Jewett, Force, Garland, and Irvine, Pa. 

Since 1948 the Sisters St. Walburga’s 
Convent, Covington, Ky., have done 
catechetical work with Spanish-American 
and Mexican children Colorado. 
the summer 1947 they opened the 
Mother Good Counsel Center 
Hazard, Ky. 1951 they began work 
Our Lady Guadalupe Center 
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Junta, Colo. From 1949 1952 they 
taught catechism group children 
Negro parish. Each year there were 
approximately twelve children the 
group. From 1939 1951 they taught 
religious vacation schools from one 
six places each summer, with from two 
twelve Sisters teaching each place. 
Since 1946 the Sisters conducted the 
Hazard Hospital the mountain area 
Kentucky. 

The Sisters St. Mary’s Convent, 
Nauvoo, have sixteen schools. They 
have two missions devoted exclusively 
catechetical work and eight missions 
which the Sisters also other types 
work. They have 
schools and three women’s retreats each 
summer. About one hundred Sisters are 
engaged work missionary charac- 
ter, and there are about 4,000 beneficiaries 
the work. 

St. Paul’s Priory, St. Paul, Minn., was 
founded 1948, and since that time the 
Sisters have participated regularly 
vacation school work. Each year the 
number these schools increases. 

The Benedictine community San 
Antonio, Texas, has been existence 
since 1911. The Sisters conduct two Latin- 
American parochial schools. They also 
catechetical work and teach vacation 
schools. Fifteen Sisters are engaged 
work missionary character. 

The Sisters Minot, Dak., worked 
among the Indians Elbow, Dak., 
from 1910 1939. During that time they 
conducted boarding school for from 
forty seventy children. 1939 fire 
destroyed the building which had been 
erected Mother Drexel. Since that 
time two Sisters have taught catechism 
from four six public schools, re- 
leased time. 

About one hundred Sisters the Bis- 
marck, Dak., community are engaged 
work missionary nature. They 
catechetical work every weekend 
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Gladstone, New Salem, and Underwood, 
and weekly the State Training School 
Mandam. Sisters the community 
are teaching forty different parishes 
the diocese Bismarck. The Sisters 
also whatever work presents itself 
hospitals and homes for the aged. 

The Sisters St. Benedict’s Convent, 
Crookston, Minn., work among the In- 
dians Manhnomen, Minn., the Hun- 
garians Lefor, Dak., and the Mexi- 
cans Ashton, Texas. They have two 
summer schools for Mexican children, one 
Crookston and the other Moorhead, 
Minn. They have schools and vacation 
schools the diocese Bismarck, 
Dak., San Antonio, Texas, Crookston, 
Minn., Winona, Minn., and the Arch- 
diocese St. Paul. They also conduct 
catechetical schools Matomede and 
Slayton, Minn. 

the early days the Duluth, Minn., 
community, the Sisters found themselves 
surrounded the north, south, and west 
settlements Indians, nearly all 
whom were pagans. Through their in- 
fluence, especially upon the Indian par- 
ents who brought their children St. 
Mary’s Hospital Duluth, the Sisters 
have been able develop interest 
the teachings Christianity. During 
recent years many Indian children have 
been brought the orphanage conduct- 
the Sisters. white settlers, 
too, fell under the Christianizing influence 
the Sisters, especially when illness 
brought them one the three hospitals 
conducted the Benedictine Sisters. 
The Italian lumberjacks, hundreds 
whom migrated the lumber camps dur- 
ing the long northern winters, were re- 
the charity the Sisters both 
the hospital and the camps. Dur- 
ing the epidemic typhoid fever, 
Many thirty-five were rushed the 
hospital one time. During the past 
twenty-five years, interest the Indians 
has advanced, and the Sisters have been 


able into the reservations for weeks 
time teach catechism. This type 
work being done especially the 
mission and around Cloquet, Minn. 

The Benedictine Sisters Cullman, 
Ala., teach eleven parochial schools. 
They also teach catechism the children 
three parishes who account 
distance cannot attend parochial schools. 
They likewise conduct three vacation 
schools. The Sisters visit the Bryce 
Mental Hospital, instruct the patients, 
and prepare the altar for Mass. They 
also visit the Partlow State School for 
mentally deficient children, where they 
teach catechism and prepare the children 
for confession and First Communion. 

During the school year, 1953-1954, over 
500 children finished the correspondence 
course religion and Bible history con- 
ducted Students Mount St. Scho- 
lastica College, Atchison, Kans., under 
the supervision the college faculty. 
This correspondence course has been oper- 
ating for ten years. During the past 
year, over 3,000 grade school children, 
not attending parochial schools, received 
catechetical instruction once week. 
order conduct these classes, some 
the Sisters traveled from forty fifty 
miles. 

While the various activities the 
different communities Benedictine Sis- 
ters all have God’s glory their final 
end, the Benedictine Sisters Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Mo., work which 
directed immediately God’s glory 
and the same time powerful means 
saving souls. the members the 
community take their turns kneeling be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament, who can 
doubt that they obtain countless graces 
for their Sisters engaged the more 
active apostolate? Moreover, through 
their magazine, Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory, they are able send into the world 
for which they pray message faith, 
hope, and love. 
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Hours Through the Centuries 


INCE Pope Pius XII has set aside 

the present year token honor 
the Blessed Mother, the numerous 
forms Marian devotion the Church 
are timely interest. Many these 
devotions, among them the Little Office 
the Blessed Virgin, used today 
keeping with old tradition express 
love and veneration for the Mother 
God. 

The Hours the Blessed Virgin are 
based the liturgy the Divine Office 
and present method which the faith- 
ful may join common veneration 
Mary. One the oldest the numer- 
ous devotions added the Divine Office 
during the Middle Ages, the Little Office 
the Blessed Mother the only one, 
along with the Office the Dead, in- 
cluded the Church’s official 
The fact that the Little Office printed 
every breviary proof the Church’s 
approval its widespread use. 

Most devotional practices begin the 
history the religious Orders, spread 
the secular clergy the day, and 
then the faithful who desire par- 
take nearly possible the worship 
the this way the Hours 
the Blessed Mother, too, have made 
their way into monastic and clerical life, 
and even into the common prayer-book 
the faithful. 

Although its origin obscure, Peter 
the Deacon, chronicler Monte Cassi- 
no, the twelfth century, penned the 
Mary Ryan, Our Lady’s Hours, New York: 
The Spiritual Book Associates, 1941, 14. 

Edmund Bishop, “On the Origin the 


Liturgica Oxford: The Cla- 
rendon Press, 1918, 213. 
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earliest record the recitation the 
Little Writing commentary 
the Rule St. Benedict, mentioned 
the fact that Pope Zacharias imposed 
the monks Monte Cassino the 
obligation saying the office the 
Blessed Mother after the regular cano- 
nical hours. which Peter 
the Deacon referred has undoubtedly 
existed for several generations, coming, 
did, from the hands Pope Zacha- 
rius who died about 752.4 

Some form the Little Office existed 
England even earlier date, 
though uncertain whether was 
used daily addition the Divine 
Office only votive office Satur- 
day. St. Ildephonsus Toledo, who 
lived about the end the seventh cen- 
tury, composed office honor 
Mary, and St. John Damascene 
attributed Marian office the Eastern 
Church about 720.5 Since many other 
devotions Mary originated the 
East, where the life Mary never for- 
gotten, some authorities believe the 
Little Office also had its beginning 

About the tenth century Mary began 
receive general veneration through 
the Little Office, which was becoming 
integrated part the liturgy the 
Church. The marked devotion St. 
Dunstan and St. Ethelwold was probably 
the instrument which brought the Little 


Leslie St. Toke, Little Office 
Our Lady,” The Catholic Encyclopedia, 1910 ed., 
IX, 294. 

Bishop, op. cit., pp. 226-227. 

Toke, op. cit., 294. 

Ryan, op. cit., (cites Lavocal, Année 
Dominicaine, May 1933). 
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Office the Church England, where 
was widely 

the tenth century, too, other 
localities were invoking Mary 
praying her office. Augsburg, St. 
Udalric, bishop Augsburg, made 
daily custom saying it. His con- 
temporary biographer recorded that 
the bishop’s later years, when was 
able transfer his secular duties his 
nephew, added his recital the 
Divine Office honor the 
Mother God, one honor the 
Holy Cross, third honor All 
Saints, addition reciting the entire 
psalter daily. 

Verdun early instance its re- 
cital preserved the chronicles 
Hugh Flavigny. Hugh wrote that 
Berengerius, bishop Verdun (940- 
962), made practice pray the 
cathedral long before the hour Matins. 
one occasion, when entering the 
choir, stumbled over figure the 
dark. Upon investigation found 
Bernerius, the provost the 
cathedral, who was lying prostrate 
the ground reciting Matins the Office 
Our Lady. 

the Customs, which 
were drawn not long after the year 
970, provision was made for the recital 
votive office the Blessed Virgin 
with three lessons Saturday, along 
with the ferial office. this time the 
office Mary was longer private 
devotion but had taken its place the 
public office the Church. Worthy 
the fact that least two ver- 
sions the Little Office were extant 
England the eleventh century.” 

St. Peter Damian, however, was the 
central figure spreading devotion 
the Mother God through her 
Toke, op. cit., 294. 

Bishop, op. cit., pp. 225-226. 
Some authorities not identify cursus 


full office. 
Toke, op. cit., 294. 


Living during the eleventh century, 
established its recital several Italian 
monasteries. Fonte Avellano, the abbey 
where St. Peter Damian had been 
monk before was appointed cardinal 
and bishop Ostia, included the daily 
recital Mary’s Office its horarium. 
St. Peter left interesting story con- 
cerning the establishment this office 
the Camaldolite monastery St. 
Vincent. After the office had once been 
practice this monastery, was 
“at the instigation bad monk given 
up, the ground that its recitation 
constituted additional obligation, 
both novel and burdensome. But scarce- 
had they [the monks] given up, 
when temptations, storms, robbers, and 
all the worst calamities possible poured 
down the 

Elsewhere his commentary the 
canonical hours, St. Peter 
the daily recitation the office 
the Blessed Virgin means obtain- 
ing final perseverance. related the 
story poor clerk who, his last hour, 
looked for some good work which 
could point. Finding nothing but his 
faithfulness the office the Blessed 
Mother, reminded her, who the 
“Gate Heaven and Window Para- 
dise,” with what faithfulness had re- 
membered her. St. Peter comments 
that through Mary, whom had served, 
the sinful clerk obtained God’s mercy 
the hour death. his work, St. 
Peter Damian also implies that, this 
time, the office was common use among 
the clergy Italy and France. 

devotion Mary developed under 
many forms during the Middle Ages, the 
numerous religious Orders rising the 
Church seemed vie with one another 


paying tribute the Mother God. 


Pierre Batiffol, History the Roman Brevi- 
ary, New York: Longmans, Green, and Co. 1912, 
pp. 147-149. 

148 (cites Petr. Dam. Epist. VI, 
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Cluny adopted the Little Office for the 
sick monks about the end the eleventh 
The Cistercians made Mary 
dominant note their liturgy, naming 
all their houses after her and, among 
other things, reciting the Little Office 
before the canonical hours. The Car- 
thusians likewise obliged themselves 
the daily recitation Mary’s 
and Premontre the Little Office was 
added the daily recitation the 
Divine Office. During the thirteenth 
century the Servites, Carmelites, Domi- 
nicans, and Franciscans also adopted the 
office the Blessed 

Through the influence the Canons 
Regular St. Augustine, Mary’s office 
made its way into clerical From 
these clerics, bound together cathedral 
collegiate churches, Our Lady’s Office 
spread the secular clergy and the 
course the twelfth and thirteenth cen- 
all the secular clergy. the fourteenth 
century all clergy were obliged say this 
office daily. English records about this 
time mention that the Office the Bless- 
Mother was recited the cathedrals 
Salisbury and Lincoln. the begin- 
ning the fourteenth century, the cathe- 
dral Salisbury included its schedule 
the Divine Office, the Office the Dead, 
the penitential psalms, and the Office 
the Blessed Virgin, part which was re- 
cited privately. The obligation this 
office rested the clergy until the re- 
vision the Breviary Pius 1568. 


Not only did religious and clergy ex- 
press their love for the Mother God 
praying her office, but the faithful, 
effort fully participate the liturgy 
the Church, soon took over Mary’s 


Bishop, op. cit., 228. Some authorities 
hesitate limiting the Little Office only the 
sick Cluny. 

Felix Vernet, Medieval Spirituality, London 
Sands Co., 1929, 103. 

Topke, op. cit., 294. 

Bishop, op. cit., 231-235. 
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office. During the pre-Reformation days 
England, the “Prymer” was popular; 
among other devotions, this book con- 
tained the offices the Blessed Mother 
and the Dead, the gradual and peni- 
tential psalms, and the Litany. The 
“Book Hours” was put into practical 
use France, since contained the 
office Our Lady, besides wide selec- 
tion other well-known devotions.” 
Concerning the English laity the fif- 
teenth century recorded that the 
faithful said many Paternosters, the 
women carried long rosaries their hands, 
and those who could read recited the 
Office our Lady after the manner 

worth noting that various forms 
the Little Office have been used 
different times and different places. 
The most common form use 
found the Roman Breviary revised 
Pius that time other forms the 
office existence for 200 years were also 
given papal approval and this way the 
Dominican Breviary retains 
form Our Lady’s 


the present time the use Mary’s 
office widespread. Several 
older Orders honor Mary through its re- 
cital fixed days. the 
Dominican, Carmelite, Franciscan, and 
Augustinian Orders follow their tradi- 
tions praying the Little Office. Among 
the greatest number Catholics who 
thus express their love for Mary are the 
lay brothers and lay sisters the con- 
templative orders and the congregations 
sisters engaged active Even 
those orders Sisters who now devote 
themselves the recitation the Divine 
Office have recited the Little Office 
the Blessed Mother prior adopting the 


The Rt. Rev. Fernand Cabrol, O.S.B., The 
Books the Latin Liturgy, St. Louis: Herder 
Co., 1932, 135. 

Bishop, op. cit., 236. 

Ryan, op. cit., 15. 
Toke, op. cit., 294. 
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Greater Office. 

Although Mary’s office very much 
devotion past ages, its use and its form 
are ever becoming more modern. Since 
the Latin version the psalter the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute Rome has 
been released, printings the Little 
Office are now being made with this trans- 
lation the psalter. The vast number 
devotees Mary who sing her praises 
daily may find the Little Office Latin 
and the vernacular, for example, Our 
Lady’s Daily Hours, edited with com- 
plete commentary Dominic Unger, 
and printed the St. 
Anthony Guild Press. 

The most recent attempt unite the 
spirit the faithful even more closely 
that the Church was made Pope 
Pius XII March, 1953, when gave 
papal approval new edition the 
Little Made the request 
the Teaching Sisters the Holy Cross, 
congregation Franciscan Sisters 
whose motherhouse located Menzi- 
gen, Switzerland, the new office was pre- 
pared Father Augustine Bea, 
professor the Pontifical Institute and 
consultor the Sacred Congregation 
Rites. Its first printing was done 
Turin, Italy, Latin-German text, 
with the promise future printings 
English, French, and Italian. Following 
the Vatican Psalter for the Latin text, 
the office adapted six liturgical 
seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Pas- 
and the time after Pentecost. 
Special antiphons and orations for many 
general feasts the year are part 
the new office, along with the anti- 
phons before Christmas and Holy Week’s 
“Christus factus est.” 

writing the letter approval the 
Swiss congregation sisters, Pius XII 
called attention the value the Little 
Adam Ellis, S.J., Edition the 


Little Review for Religious, (May, 
1954) 149. 


Office stating: “souls dedicated God 
daily propose themselves for imitation 
the glorious virtues the same Blessed 
Virgin, especially her inviolable purity 
and unimpaired virginity; and this 
pious daily homage they secure for them- 
selves more efficaciously Mary’s mother- 
care and most powerful protection.” 

stamping his approval upon this 
version the Little Office for use the 
congregation Menzingen “and other 
congregations who may desire” our 
Holy Father penetrates into the spirit 
the Office and encourages its use 
the twentieth century. reflects the 
spirituality which has promoted the use 
Mary’s Hours through centuries and 
makes possible the use this modern 
text, which enables those who pray these 
hours more closely connected with 
the liturgical life the Church. 


BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP 


The Archabbey Beuron editing 
Vetus Latina, new critical edition the 
extant remains the Old Latin Bible. 
The commentary Latin. The Index 
Abbreviations and two volumes 
Genesis have already been published. 
The remainder Genesis will complet- 
fascicle approximately 160 pages will 
issued each year hereafter. Herder 
Publishing Company, Freiburg, Germa- 
ny, the publisher. Vetus Latina 
boon not only biblical scholars but 
lexicographers well, for complete 
concordance the whole Latin Bible in- 
dicating the same time the Greek 
equivalents every Latin word, together 
with Greek index, conclude the 
whole series.” 
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Beuron Abbey: Center Benedictine Culture 


became acquainted with Beuron long 

time before ever saw this famous 
Benedictine abbey. While studying 
Berlin lived St. Francis Xavier’s, 
home for Catholic working women and 
students. Here the Missa Recitata was 
practice and everyone used the 
“Schott” Missal, first published 1884, 
and edited the Reverend Anselm 
Schott, Benedictine monk Beuron. 
personally visited Beuron the autumn 
1932 and still retain happy memories 
the divine peace which hovers over it. 

The archabbey lies one the most 
picturesque valleys Germany. White 
chalk mountains covered with huge 
forests surround like enormous wall, 
while the beautiful blue Danube flows 
quietly below. Castles, famous histo- 
and German folklore notably that 
Hohenzollern dot the mountain 
sides. 

The name Beuron, “Purron,” means 
the houses, and suggests that the peace- 
ful village was founded long ago, probably 
the Celtic-Allemanic period. register 
the ancient Abbey St. Gall Switzer- 
land mentions this region 
around 861. The oldest historical docu- 
ment, however, Bull Pope Urban 
written 1097, which confirms 
the Augustinian Chorherrenstift Beuron 
the Danube valley. The first convent 
chapel was consecrated the year 1105 
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
St. Martin. The founder was certain 
Count Peregrinus, who, according 
legend, was stopped one day while was 
hunting, big deer with shining horns. 
The Blessed Virgin ordered him found 
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Augustinian convent the spot. 
This convent existed for some six hundred 
years and suffered much from war, famine, 
and pestilence. Beuron remained simple 
priory until 1687 when was elevated 
the rank abbey. 

The first Augustinian abbot, the Rt. 
Rev. George Kurz, began the erection 
large group buildings the form 
horseshoe. Under Abbot Rudolf 
Strachwitz (1724-1738) the old roman- 
esque monastic church was torn down 
and the present church built baroque 
style. After the secularization reli- 
gious houses 1802, the convent was 
used military hospital and habitat 
for public officials. 

Exactly sixty years later, December, 
1862, two brothers, Dom Maurus and 
Dom Placid Wolter, Benedictine monks 
the ancient abbey St. Paul Rome, 
came Beuron. Pope Pius had sent 
them there order revive the Order 
St. Benedict which had flourished 
Germany during the Middle Ages. Coun- 
tess Katharina von Hohenzollern proved 
generous protectress, with her 
assistance and much hard labor the dilapi- 
dated Augustinian monastery was put 
fairly usable condition. Pente- 
cost Sunday, May 24, 1863, Benedictine 
monastic life began with Solemn High 
Mass. 1868 Beuron was raised 
abbey, and 1884 archabbey from 
which more than dozen foundations 
have been made. Later its own 
gation was formed, including ten monas- 
teries for men and four convents for 
women. 

The recognition which Beuron enjoys 
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today largely due its leadership 
the revival Benedictine life Germa- 
ny, the development the liturgical 
movement, and the perfection its 
Gregorian chant. Beuron also establish- 
school art, Biblical institute, 
and school philosophy; also fostered 
lay retreats. 

The liturgical movement was encour- 
aged especially Archabbot Maurus 
Wolter, who made the Opus Dei the very 
center the monastic institutions which 
were founded Beuron. all his con- 
ferences and writings emphasized the 
liturgy. 

The Gregorian Choir was introduced 
obligatory form prayer for 
monasteries and convents the Beuro- 
nese Congregation. Archabbot Maurus 
Wolter sent his first novices trained 
Dom Prosper Guéranger, Abbot 
Solesmes near Paris, founder the 
monastic-liturgical movement France. 
Beuron became leading center Gre- 
gorian chant, particularly through the 
efforts Abbot Benedict Sauter, the first 
novice Beuron and later the first abbot 
Emaus Prague. Numerous courses 
and institutes Gregorian chant were 
held Beuron for teachers, organists, 
and choir leaders. School Gregorian 
Chant was organized and proved 
very successful, drawing large numbers 
students. Unfortunately this school 
was discontinued after the First World 
War owing lack teaching personnel. 

The Beuron School Art was founded 
Dom Desiderius Lenz with the assis- 
tance Brothers Gabriel Wueger and 
Lucas Steiner. article published 
Stimmen der Zeit, Jesuit periodical, 
the Rev. Father Kraitmaier, S.J., calls 
Father Lenz one the most gifted artists 
the nineteenth century. was in- 
deed equally talented architecture, 
sculpture, and painting. native son 
Hohenzollern, had studied art 
Munich from 1850 1858, was professor 


art Niirnberg from 1858 1862, 
and then made further studies other 
countries. The Princess Katharina 
Hohenzollern, who had donated the con- 
vent the Benedictines, invited him and 
the two Swiss painters, Wueger and 
Steiner, build the Maurus chapel. 
After they had finished it, all three be- 
came Benedictines. Father Lenz, his 
search for truth and harmony art, 
based his style Egyptian solemnity 
and symbolism, combining the use 
geometrical and aesthetical laws with the 
beauty the ancient Greeks. Kraitmaier 
characterized “monumental art” 
born architecture. Beuronese art ex- 
presses majesty, peace, and simplicity, 
and symbolizes prayer and sacrifice 
God the Benedictine spirit Ora 
Labora. 

After the three artists had finished St. 
Maurus chapel, they decorated the abbey 
church Beuron and were called 
greater tasks, building and decorating 
churches and chapels various countries. 
Among these may mentioned the 
crypt Monte Cassino and the famous 
“Torretta,” tower with several chapels 
and cells where St. Benedict and his first 
disciples lived; the church Emaus 
Prague where the life the Blessed Vir- 
gin depicted sixteen large paintings; 
the Way the Cross St. Mary’s 
church Stuttgart. Other well-known 
artists belonging the same school were 
the Rev. Andreas Goeser, sculptor, the 
Rev. Willibrord Verkade, painter and 
writer, and the Rev. Paul Krebs, who 
decorated several churches Germany 
and Switzerland. present the Beuron 
School Art such does not exist. 
The younger monks prefer more modern 
art, and only few the older brethren 
who worked with Father Lenz continue 
individually their activities the genuine 
Beuronese art. 

Mention has been made the Beuron 
Biblical Institute. This institute 
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present working full edition the 
Latin Bible, going back the oldest edi- 
tions. Some these editions date 
the fifth and sixth centuries, and some 
even antedate St. Jerome. The Institute 
Palimpsest has file over 600,000 
cards, cataloguing important data the 
Latin Bible. With the help the latest 
discoveries radium and electricity, 
these old can deciphered 
and read, although they are written above 
beneath other texts. Some have al- 
ready been microfilmed. 

Finally, Beuron has become famous 
place pilgrimage and center for re- 
treats. Even the sixteenth century 
under the Augustinians, Beuron was well 
known, and thousands travelled find 
peace, consolation, and strength, especial- 
the Chapel Grace where there was 
miraculous picture Our Sorrowful 
Mother. Retreats are held Beuron 
for priests, scholars, teachers, students, 
men, women, young and old, and retreat 
masters are sent out upon request other 
communities. Catechetical courses, last- 
ing whole year, are held St. Scholasti- 
ca, one the guest houses. Cana and 
pre-Cana conferences are held the 
Sonnenhaus, another house the abbey 
grounds. the castle Wildenstein 
two Benedictines are charge the 
youth who come there large and small 
groups. 

Monastic life Beuron centers around 
the beautiful abbey church, baroque 
style and erected between the years 1732 
and 1738. has the form huge 
quadrangle, being over fifty-eight meters 
long and eighteen wide. The choir 
divided from the nave double pillars 
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and triumphal arches. Some the 
paintings the church were done 
artists from the art school Wessbrunn; 
the frescoes are the masterpiece Joseph 
Ignatz Wegschaeder. The paintings 
the ceiling represent scenes from the life 
St. Martin from the life St. 
Augustine, the church originally be- 
longed the Augustinians. Some the 
pictures were badly damaged the 
ravages time that they could not 
restored, modern artists replaced them 
saints the Benedictine Order. St. 
Meinrad particularly, founder the 
Benedictine monastery Einsiedeln and 
patron saint the House Hohen- 
zollern, frequently depicted. the 
crypt the church are buried three great 
sons Beuron, their tombs marked 
bronze tablets. the center lies Dom 
Maurus Wolter, first archabbot Beu- 
ron, who died 1890. the left the 
resting place Dom Hildebrand 
Hemptinne, first abbot primate the 
Benedictines, who died 1913. the 
right front St. Benedict’s altar, lies 
Dom Willibrord Banzler, first abbot 
Maria Laach, who also held the rank 
archbishop. 

These men and others like them have 
made Beuron what stands for today— 
center Benedictine life and spiritual 
regeneration. From all parts the 
world people come here for guidance, 
inspiration, and interior strength. Urban 
dwellers and country folk from every 
walk life seek its monastic quiet, 
peace and closeness God. That 
what experienced when visited 
Beuron. 
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Medieval Marian Singer 


beautiful gems from the wealth 
Marian music and song date back 
the Middle Ages. The 4/ma Redemp- 
toris and the Salve Regina are ascribed 
the astronomer, poet-musician, and 
Benedictine monk, Hermannus Contrac- 
Dom Bernard Capelle, abbot 
Mont César, Louvain, says that Herman 
undoubtedly the author the 4/ma. 
Herman, son Wolfrad, Count 
Swabia, was born 1013. His family 
listed among its ancestors high members 
both clergy and nobility. The baby 
boy, one fifteen children, was de- 
formed and crippled birth that his 
family called him Hermannus Contrac- 
Herman the Cripple. special 
chair was built for him, but even 
was never without pain. Gradually 
repeated effort the child was able 
hold pencil and learned write. 

Herman’s good parents sent him the 
monks Reichenau, where grew 
the culture and piety the already 
famous abbey and school. Situated 
island the Rhine River, Reichenau 
was visited scholars and travelers from 
all parts Europe. Established St. 
Perminius the time Pepin, the abbey 
soon became famous for the learning, 
piety, and virtue its monks. had 
sheltered and would yet shelter great 
scholars. 

God, who often selects “the weak and 
foolish things this world confound 
the strong,” had ordained that Herman 
the Cripple should Reichenau’s most 
famous scholar. lad the abbey 
began the study Greek, 
Hebrew, Latin, Arabic, mathematics, art, 


astrology, and music. Herman’s twisted 
body harbored brilliant mind which 
quickly absorbed all the monks could 
teach him. Soon pronounced his vows 
member the community and took 
upon himself the duties monastic life. 

large group scholars quickly 
gathered around Herman. They were 
attracted not only his learning but 
also his lovable personality. Everyone 
was drawn Herman who, although 
continually suffered, radiated happiness 
all about him. was teacher 
the highest sense the word and ever 
kept before his eyes the example his 
Divine Master. 

Herman’s twisted and knotted fingers 
made clocks, musical 
instruments. wrote treatises 
astrology, history, and mathematics, even 
writing history from the time Christ 
his own day. This account, critics 
say, amazingly accurate and objective. 

Today Herman’s claim fame lies 
his composition the Redemp- 
toris and the Salve Regina. Dom Capelle 
asserts that the Salve Regina was un- 
doubtedly inspired the Maris 
Stella. Mary truly “the Star the 
Sea,” and this fact the Church reminds 
the faithful her liturgy each Advent 
she relives the spirit the Old Testa- 
ment. With confidence Mary, the 
Virgin Mother, the Church begs her 
pity the sinners who bow before her. 

the Salve Regina “poor banished 
children Eve” cry their Queen for 
help this “vale tears.” Since Her- 
man first wrote the poem, the lyric love- 
liness the Regina has risen each 
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day Christians everywhere call upon 
her who “our life, our sweetness, and 
our hope.” the Marian antiphon 
used liturgically from the feast the 
Holy Trinity until the None the Satur- 
day the first Sunday Advent. Since 
1884 the Salve Regina forms part the 


prayers which Pope Leo XIII ordered 
said after every low Mass. 

Herman the Cripple died 1054, 
fitting that the ninth centenary 
this great medieval Marian singer should 
coincide with the Marian Year. 


With Other Benedictine Sisters 


Benet Lake, 


Reception ceremonies for two postu- 
lants were held the convent chapel 
May The Right Rev. Richard Felix, 
O.S.B., abbot St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
sang high Mass during which Miss 
Beatrice Ladner and Miss Helen Coard 
received the habit and became Sister 
Mary Bernadette and Sister Miriam, re- 
spectively. 

life-size Carrara marble statue the 
Immaculate Heart Mary has been 
donated Holy Family Convent rela- 
tives one the Sisters. with 
other business men Milwaukee the 
donors have given their time erect the 
statue and set outdoor stations, 
which were presented the Moroder 
Studio, along the lake shore. May 
11, the Rev. Colman Majchrzak, O.F.M., 
St. Francis Monastery, Burlington, 
Wis., assisted the chaplain, the Very 
Rev. Stephen Odenbrett, O.S.B., formally 
erected and blessed the stations. 

Sister Mary Cecilia Huyck, O.S.B., and 
Sister Mary Scholastica Reagan, O.S.B., 
attended the Youth Convention Mil- 
waukee the latter part March. 
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BETHLEHEM, CONNECTICUT 


After sixteen months concentrated 
effort the Sisters published the Stations 
the Cross, work Abbe Roger Poel- 
man Brussels. Hampered somewhat 
the problem translating quotations 
from the Old Testament Hebrew, the 
Sisters were ably assisted the Rev. 
Cuthbert Lattey, S.J., the general editor 
the Westminster Version the Sacred 
Scriptures. The entire book was set 
hand Libra type the Sisters the 
print shop. The work was completed 
after the Sisters had painted the cover 
design each separate copy and bound 
the books hand. 

May our second oblate Sister, 
Sister Prisca, pronounced temporary 
vows during solemn high Mass. The 
Rev. Michael Sullivan delivered the 
sermon. May Sister Lawrence, 
the community’s first Canadian novice, 
made temporary vows. The Rev. 
Dore, C.S.B., St. Michael’s College, 
ronto, preached. The perpetual 
fession and consecratio virginis Mother 
Placid Patricia Dempsey took place three 
days later the Octave the Ascension. 
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The Right Rev. Denis Strittmatter, O.S. 
B., Archabbot St. Vincent’s, pontificat- 
and the Very Rev. Damasus Winzen, 
prior Mount Savior, gave the 
sermon. 


Bismarck, 


Sister Paul was recently elected presi- 
dent the North Dakota Hospital Asso- 
ciation. 

Sisters Pauline and Marmion attended 
the National Catholic Education Associ- 
ation Convention Chicago during 
Easter Week. 

Religious vacation schools fifty 
parishes opened the first week June. 
Because the Sisters wished complete 
this work before June 21, they received 
help from twenty Sisters from St. Bene- 
dict’s Priory, St. Joseph, Minnesota. 

Summer session for the community be- 
gan June 21. The Rev. Michael Marx, 
St. John’s Abbey, teaching 
course theology. Sister Michaela, 
St. Benedict’s Priory, conduct- 
ing course speech education for grade 
school teachers. 

The Rev. Odo Zimmerman, St. 
John’s Abbey, will retreat master for 
the three retreats given the com- 
munity this summer. 


VIRGINIA 


The Most Rev. Joseph Hodges, auxili- 
ary bishop Richmond, invested three 
postulants with the habit St. Benedict 
onMarch 21. The new novices are Sister 
Mary Thomas, Sister Regina, and Sister 
Mary John, all Richmond. 

April Bishop Hodges received the 
triennial vows Sister Jeanne Wirt 
Richmond and Sister Placidus Haller- 
mann Chicago. the same ceremony 
His Excellency received the perpetual 
vows Sister Gertrude Mueller St. 
Mo.; Sister Henry Marie Zimmer- 


man, Richmond; Sister Marion Ficco, 
Greensburg, Pa.; Sister Kathleen Kelly, 
Richmond. 

June Jeanne Mitchell Cleve- 
land, Ohio, received the holy habit from 
the Rev. Dixon Beattie, pastor St. 
Anne’s Church Arlington, Virginia, and 
became Sister Mary Magdalene. 

Several spring retreats have been con- 
ducted St. Anne’s Guest House. 
April Jesuit from Gonzaga High School, 
Washington, D.C., conducted exercises 
for members the Holy Name Society 
from Falls Church, Virginia; May, 
Jesuit gave retreat for Georgetown law 
students, and Franciscan held the exer- 
cises for doctors Northern Virginia. 
June Carmelite Father conducted 
retreat for Carmelite Tertiaries. 

The community retreat from June 
was conducted the Rev. Charles 
Kaster Belmont Abbey, Belmont, N.C. 


The Right Rev. Stephen Schappler, 
Conception Abbey, officiated 
the departure ceremony for twenty Sis- 
ters destined open convent Per- 
petual Adoration San Diego, Calif. 
This the fifth house opened the 
community. 

The chapel the new convent San 
Diego has been placed under the patron- 
age St. Pius the great Pope the 
Eucharist. The Most Rev. Charles 
Buddy, bishop San Diego, solemnized 
Mass the chapel May 29, the canon- 
ization date Pius 

Novices professed the feast Our 
Lady Lourdes are the following: Sister 
Casimir, Sister Corona, Sister Eustella, 
Sister Lillian, Sister Maureen, Sister 
Thecla, Sister Mark, and Sister Clemens. 

May, Tabernacle and Purgatory, 
religious magazine published the com- 
munity, entered upon its golden jubilee 
year. The May issue carried new 
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Eucharistic cover design. 

June Sister Martina Born, Sister 
Clotilda Lesch, and Sister Hildegard 
Eichenhofer observed the golden jubilee 
their religious profession. 


The Most Rev. Kelly, bishop 
Boise, blessed the new St. Gertrude High 
School. Delegates from each parish 
Camas prairie formed reception com- 
mittee for the Bishop. The dedication 
program was recorded the New West 
Radio Network and broadcast the follow- 
ing Sunday. 

The Diocesan Catechetical Institute 
was held from June July 24. Courses 
theology, Scripture, hagiography, and 
teaching methods were conducted the 
Right Rev. Cyprian Bradley, O.S.B., and 
the Rev. Walsh. 

June Sister Christina Dvorak 
and Sister Beneta Hassler made perpetual 
vows; Sister Dolores Greig pronounced 
triennial vows; and four postulants re- 
ceived the holy habit. 


Sister Irmina and Sister Wendeline at- 
tended the meeting the National Cath- 
olic Education Association held Chica- 
go, April During the same week 
Sister Bernardine attended the meeting 
the Mid-West Classical Association 
St. Louis. 

Sister Donna, accompanied Sister 
Teresa, served the program the 
Kentucky Foreign Language Conference 
Louisville, April 24. Her paper 
was entitled “Virgil the Classroom.” 

Sister Sylvia and Sister Marcella at- 
tended the Conference the National 


Catholic Music Educators Association 
Milwaukee, May 21. 
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MINNESOTA 


Sister Seraphica Karp died March 
24, the age seventy-eight. Sister had 
served mistress novices for sixteen 
years. 

Sister Charitas St. Francis Hospital, 
Crookston, accompanied Mother Blan- 
dina the Thirty-ninth Annual Conven- 
tion the Catholic Hospital Association 
which was held Atlantic City, May 
20. 

Sisters from St. Francis Hospital, 
Crookston; St. Mary’s Hospital, Detroit 
Lakes; St. John’s Hospital, Red Lake 
Falls; and St. Anthony’s Hospital, Mah- 
nomen, attended the annual meeting 
the Upper Midwest Hospital Conference, 
held St. Paul, May 15. 

exquisite statue Our Lady 
Grace highlights the new Marian year 
shrine planned and designed Sister 
Bennet, administrator St. Mary’s 
Hospital Detroit Lakes. The statue 
was blessed May 30. 

Sister Austin, Sister Mary John, and 
Sister Ida attended the meeting the 
National Catholic Educational Associa- 
tion Chicago, April 20. 

Members the community are attend- 
ing summer sessions the following col- 
leges: Mount Marty College, Yankton, 
Dak.; St. Teresa’s College, Winona, 
Minn.; Diocesan Teachers College, St. 
Thomas’s College and St. Catherine’s 
College, St. Paul; Marquette University 
and Alverno College, Milwaukee; Viterbo 
College, LaCrosse, Wis.; and Mount St. 
Benedict, Crookston. 


ALABAMA 


The Benedictine Sisters the diocese 
Mobile will open new grade school 
September the St. Francis Xavier 
parish, Birmingham. 

Over seventy students are enrolled for 
the summer session now progress 
Sacred Heart Junior College. new 
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feature the summer program teach- 
school, taught Sacred Heart 
grade school, but carried connection 
with the St. Bernard College. 


The work the college was televised 
for the first time series television 
programs depicting the work Catholic 
college the field the liturgy, art and 
music, and the ideals the institution. 
The college was featured the College 
the Week the St. Paul Sunday 
Pioneer Press. 

Sister Joselyn completed her work 
her doctorate Fordham University 
the field English. Sister Joselyn has 
been named head the English depart- 
ment succeed Sister Brigetta who has 
been ill for the past year and half. 

The college was the recipient grants 
and gifts from the following: the Braun 
family financed the new lighting system 
the college library; sum $6,500 was 
given the college from the Minnesota 
College Fund Association. The Cancer 
Research unit received $700 from the Min- 
nesota division the American Cancer 
Society; the Hill Family Foundation gave 
$6,500 complete the second follow-up 
study its graduates. Sister 
head the biological sciences, received 
$300 grant-in-aid from the University 
Minnesoia for graduate work the Lake 
Itasca Forestry and Biological Station. 
Sister Verona, science teacher, won 
national contest the teaching science 
and won trip Washington. 

Three Sisters died recently: Sister 
Florentine Cannon, pioneer Sister, 
Sister Chantal Blais, nurse, and Sis- 
ter Wilfrid Jordan, professor music 
the The community con- 
ducting vacation schools the diocese. 
Sixteen Sisters from the Benedictine com- 
munity attended the National Catholic 
Educational Association meeting 


Chicago. 

keeping with the wishes the Holy 
Father, emphasis has been placed upon 
the meaning and purposes the Marian 
Ideal throughout the year. The theme 
the yearbook, The Towers, was the 
Marian Ideal; issue the 
was dedicated Mary; special 
Marian program was televised; Marian 
concert was held May; outdoor field 
Mass was held Mary’s honor, and class 
and extra-class activities stressed the 
Marian theme. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The Rev. Michael Mathis, C.S.C., pro- 
fessor Liturgy the University 
Notre Dame, sang high Mass the 
convent chapel and gave the Sisters 
homily the feast St. Monica. Later 
spoke the Sisters informally the 
liturgical movement. 

enlarging the present academy, and 
equipping with facilities necessary for 
convent life, much-needed space has been 
made available for the community which 
has increased over fifty per cent during 
the past forty years. 

One hundred Sisters made the first re- 
treat from June 20. The Rev. 
Raban Hathorn, St. Meinrad’s Abbey, 
was retreat master. number the 
Sisters are teaching religious vacation 
schools; seventeen are beginning advanc- 
studies outside the city; twice that 
number are attending classes various 
colleges Erie; others are charge 
Camp Glinodo, where hundreds girls 
come for week-end excursions and for the 
regular six-weeks camping season which 
began July 


The Rev. Jerome Palmer, chaplain 
St. Bede’s, blessed Benet Hall, the new 
building which serves dormitory for 
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the aspirants and postulants, Febru- 
ary 28. 


The Rev. Gerard Ellspermann, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad’s Abbey, will retreat mas- 
ter for the two summer retreats. 


Five members the community are 
teaching various colleges during the 
summer. They are the following: Sister 
Alicene, Cardinal Stritch College, Mil- 
waukee; Sister Helen Claire, Viterbo Col- 
lege; Sister Ina and Sister Mary Bride, 
College St. Catherine, St. Paul; Sister 
Mary Magdalene, St. Paul Diocesan 
College. 


Two other Sisters are attending sum- 
mer school, Sister Valerian Woods Hole, 
Mass., and Sister Denis, University 
Wisconsin, Madison. 


Rev. Mother Ethel explained the ideals 
Benedictine life the Sierra Club 
April 12. 


Sister Roma addressed the St. Ann 


Society Cadott “The Advantages 
Catholic Education for Catholic 
Children,” May 11. 


first visitator, Mother Ethel ac- 
companied Mother Rosamond, president 
the Congregation St. Benedict, 
the Benedictine Convent Nauvoo, 
February 


Three postulants received the holy 
habit June 15. They are Sister Ber- 
nard (Kathleen Heit), Arkansaw, Wis.; 
Sister Bernadette (Joan Pohler), Arcadia, 
Wis.; Sister Michael (Virginia Lantz), 
Wis. 


Three Sisters will pronounce triennial 
vows July 11. They are Sister 
Patrick, Ellsworth, Wis.; Sister Bede, 
Durand, Wis.; Sister Gregory, Menomo- 
nie, Wis. Three community members 
who will make perpetual vows are Sister 
Mark, Paynesville, Minn.; Sister Mary- 
anne, Minneapolis, Minn.; Sister Robert, 
Eau Claire, Wis. 
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FERDINAND, INDIANA 


Twenty-four girls received the habit 
and eight novices made triennial vows 
May 19. 

Plans for the new motherhouse 
erected Beech Grove, the Archdio- 
cese Indianapolis, are well under way, 
The present plan that the Sisters who 
staff schools the diocese Evansville 
will remain the Ferdinand motherhouse, 
those teaching the Archdiocese will re- 
side Beech Grove. 

Sister Frederica will teach the Bene- 
dictine Heights College, Guthrie, Okla., 
this summer. 

number Sisters are pursuing gradu- 
ate study various universities and col- 
leges during the summer. Fourteen are 
enrolled the University Notre Dame; 
Notre Dame, Ind.; ten the Catholic 
University America, Washington, 
C.; two St. Louis University, St. Louis, 
Mo.; two Fontbonne College, St. Louis, 
Mo.; three Terre Haute State School, 
Terre Haute, Ind.; two Rosary College, 
River Forest, and six the Gregorian 
Institute America, Collegeville, Minn. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


The Sisters St. Scholastica’s are this 
year observing the seventy-fifth anniver- 
sary the establishment their com- 
munity the diocese Little Rock. The 
original motherhouse was begun Shoal 
Creek, Logan County, 1879 four 
Sisters from Immaculate Conception 
Convent, Ferdinand, Ind. present 
the community has 300 members and 
charge schools, five hospitals, 
one orphanage, and the domestic depart- 
ment the Bishop’s residence, Little 
Rock, and New Subiaco Abbey. 

Four Prioresses have been charge 
during 
Mother Meinrada Lex, Mother Agatha 
Ehalt, Mother Perpetua Gerard, and 
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Mother Jane Frances Brockman. 

The first week August has been de- 
signated the time for the formal ob- 
servance the Diamond Jubilee. 

evening Pontifical Mass was offered 
the Most Rev. Albert Fletcher 
the campus St. Scholastica convent- 
academy May 10. The Mass, honor 
the Blessed Mother, initiated the ob- 
servance the community’s seventy-fifth 
anniversary. More than 1000 persons 
fom Fort Smith and the surrounding 
town parishes took part the celebration. 
Children from many the schools con- 
ducted the Benedictine Sisters joined 
the novitiate choir and the Academy Glee 
club singing Gregorian Mass 

Ten postulants received the habit 
June 24; ten novices made profession 
triennial vows, and six Sisters were pro- 
fessed. 

Three visiting professors will again 
the teaching staff Fort Smith this 
summer: the Very Rev. Anselm Copper- 
smith, prior Conception Abbey; the 
Rev. Raban Hathorn St. Meinrad’s 
Abbey; Sister Helen Sullivan Mount 
Scholastica College, Atchison. 

Plans for new St. Scholastica Acade- 
are rapidly materializing. Architects 
that the new building, which 
will accommodate the high school, will 
ready two years. The present 
structure can then used entirely 
the Sisters. 


CALIFORNIA 


Sister Augusta Parle, superior St. 
Lucy’s Priory, addressed the sodalists 
Frances Rome, Azusa, the sub- 
ject “Benedictine Sisters 
who participated the vocation rally 
sponsored His Eminence, James Fran- 
tis Cardinal McIntyre April Los 
Angeles were Sister Aquina Brungardt, 
Sister Serena Stein, Sister Mary Bride 
Gormley, and Sister Mary Hope Couhig. 


The first meeting the Los Angeles 
Archdiocesan Curriculum Committee was 
held April 24. Sister Mary Bride was the 
official representative the community 
the meeting. 

The Right Rev. Leonard Schwinn, 
S.B., abbot Holy Cross Abbey, Canon 
City, Colo., was visitor the Priory 
April 25. 

Mary’s Hour held the Coliseum 
Los Angeles May was attended 
more than 110,000 people. Sisters who 
this inspiring tribute 
Our Lady were Sister Thomasine, Sister 
Perpetua, Sister Aquina, Sister Emeran, 
Sister Carmela, and Sister Edna. 

Both schools staffed from the Priory, 
St. Frances Rome Azusa and St. 
John’s School Baldwin Park, sponsored 
programs honor Mary during the 
Marian Year. 

Sister Augusta returned Mount St. 
Scholastica among the Sisters who 
were consecrated May 

Fifteen Sisters from the Priory are 
spending the summer Mount St. Scho- 
lastica, Atchison, Kans. Ten this 
number will complete work for bache- 
lor’s degree during the summer. 
Sisters are attending the San Diego Col- 
lege for Women. 

The Rev. Vincent Martin, O.S.B., 
St. Andrew’s Abbey, Belgium, conducted 
the annual retreat for the Sisters, June 
26. 

More than 3,200 children are now en- 
rolled the seven schools staffed the 
Benedictine Sisters California. 


GuTHRIE, OKLAHOMA 


More than thousand children were 
attendance the religious vacation 
schools held throughout the diocese from 
May June 12; sixty-six Sisters were 
engaged teaching. 

Sister Liguori Luecke read paper en- 
titled “The Religious Vacation School” 
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the diocesan meeting the National 
Catholic Catechetical Workshop held 
Tulsa, May 

The June and August retreats will 
given the Rev. Adelbert Buscher, 
S.B., St. Meinrad’s Abbey. 

The Rev. Mark Toon, O.S.B., St. Mein- 
rad’s Abbey, teaching philosophy the 
college during the summer session. 

Seventeen members the community 
are engaged graduate study various 
universities and colleges this country. 
Three are the Catholic University 
America, Washington, D.C.; four St. 
Louis University, St. Louis, Mo.; four 
St. John’s, Cleveland, Ohio; two Rosa- 
College, River Forest, two the 
University Oklahoma; and four 
Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Two members the community, Sister 
Mary Andrew and Sister Ursula, are 
studying Oxford, England. 


ARKANSAS 


well-known music 
teacher the community, died Janu- 
ary 

Sister Agnes, teacher English St. 
Paul’s High School, Pocahontas, was 
awarded $200 the Lion Oil Company 
when one her pupils won $1000 
scholarship essay contest. 

Hospital Day every staff member 
St. Bernard’s received dollar for 
every year service over five years. 

Sister Thomasine, floor supervisor, was 
appointed the Board Directors 
the Arkansas Nurse Association. 

Sister Mildred, superintendent the 
hospital, and Sister Thomasine attended 
the Catholic Hospital Association Con- 
vention Atlantic City last spring. 
Sister Mildred also attended the Arkansas 
Hospital Association convention Little 
Rock; she was accompanied Sister 
Vincent who participated the annual 
meeting the Arkansas Association 
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Medical Record Librarians. 

The Most Rev. Albert Fletcher, 
bishop Little Rock, dedicated out- 
door shrine the Immaculate Heart 
Mary, St. John’s Place Hot Springs, 
St. John’s conducted the Olivetan 
Benedictines. 


Work new convent was begun 
July will recalled that March, 
1953, the motherhouse the community 
was transferred from Sioux City, Iowa, 
Madison. 

Three novices made temporary vows 
July The newly professed are Sis- 
ter Martin Porres Jungles, Sister Bene- 
dict Kollasch, and Sister Loretta Harvey. 
the same day Sister Camillus observed 
the twenty-fifth anniversary her re- 
ligious profession. 


Mexico City, Mexico 


Late January the two new wings 
added Colegio Guadalupe part 
building program begun last September 
were completed. They provide for eight 
classrooms, doctor’s office, bookstore, 
theatre, and three laboratories. 

Eighteen hundred girls are enrolled for 
the current school year which began 
February This number marks in- 
crease six hundred over last year’s en- 
rollment. 

“Casa apartment house 
adjoining the convent ground, has been 
leased and being used residence hall 
for the twenty-five boarders received this 
term. 

Sister Gertrude Musi and Sister Mary 
Nazareth Kuri are spending one year 
their scholasticate students the 
Mount St. Scholastica College, Atchison, 
Kans. Sister Corona Kaiser and Sister 
Hildegarde Marshall, Mount St. Scho- 
lastica, are teaching Colegio Guada- 
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lupe during the summer session. 


Mount ANGEL, 


Five Sisters have been called death 
within the past five months. Sister Mary 
Juliana Duda, who served various 
times mistress novices, assistant 
superior, and procurator, died Decem- 
ber 31. Sister Mary Scholastica Imfeld 
died January 13. Sister Theresa Kramer, 
oldest member the community, and 
sister the late Father William Kramer, 
died February 12; she was her ninety- 
second year. Sister Mary Radegund 
Kaufman died April and Sister Wil- 
helmina passed away May 18. 

Summer school classes will session 
from June July 30. Workshops 
art, corrective speech and reading, and 
physical education are special features 
the program. The Rev. Clement Frank, 


NEBRASKA 


Seen the light Christ’s Mystical 
Body, our community deems itself for- 
tunate sharing the works and sufferings 
our fellow Sisters the Korean Mis- 
sion, After years disquieting rumors 
and complete lack information about 
their whereabouts, received the glad 
tidings their release from Communist 
camp North Korea January, 
1954. Deep was our joy and gratitude, 
when learned that nineteen Sisters 
our Congregation and twenty-four Mis- 
Benedictine priests and brothers 
the Archabbey St. Ottilien, were 
homeward-bound Western Germany, 
via Siberia. 

detailed account their trials and 
will probably never recorded 
annals history, but their con- 
suffering and danger reminds 
vividly the faith and heroism the 
Christians. 


the darkness night, May 11, 
1949, all our European Sisters the 
Priory Wonsan, Korea, were brutally 
driven from their convent home and 
transported like cattle darkened wagons 
the prison camp Pyongyang. The 
Korean native Sisters were mercilessly 
left uncertain fate. 

Before this hasty departure, the Sisters 
stole little groups the convent chapel, 
where Rev. Mother Prioress Gertrud, with 
trembling hands, distributed Holy Com- 
munion, until all the Sacred Hosts the 
tabernacle were consumed. Thus fortified, 
those valiant “Christ-bearers” went 
meet the future. Together with the 
priests and brothers, who had also been 
forced from their monastery, they spent 
three months crowded prison cells. 
were the hardships these 
writes Rev. Mother Prioress Ger- 
trud. When the religious retired for rest 
the bare floor, they were packed like 
sardines, unable move even toe; but 
this circumstance helped keep them 
from freezing death. number 
them succumbed the hardships 
prison life. 

The survivors were finally transferred 
barren spot the Korean mountains, 
near the Yalu River. Here the missiona- 
ries spent their years internment, living 
wood and straw huts, which they had 
build themselves. spite their 
hard manual labor, the stony ground 
yielded only too meager sustenance. 
little patch wheat, secretly tended with 
care, and tiny wild grapes from the 
woods, furnished bread and wine for the 
daily Mass. spite their miseries the 
religious found thousand little opportuni- 
ties for mutual encouragement and joy. 

Two the Sisters and number the 
priests and brothers now await their 
final resurrection Acre” the 
lonely Korean mountains. They died 
poor their crucified Spouse. Not even 
coffin could provided, and lacking 
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necessary tools dig grave the frozen 
ground, some were buried the pure 
whiteness snow. 

While the fate six our Korean 
native Sisters yet unknown, larger 
group them had succeeded fleeing 
the American zone. They are now 
back community life, happy carry 
their missionary work near Taegu. 
Six them pronounced their perpetual 
vows the feast St. Scholastica. 

Sister Frances Leick, laboratory tech- 
nician and medical record librarian, died 
after lingering illness eighteen months 
March 30. She had been the first 
American join the community. 

April 11, Sister Maria Salus Linde, 
physician and surgeon, arrived from the 
motherhouse Tutzing spend year 
the United States studying American 
methods surgery and medicine, before 
leaving for her assigned mission field 
South Korea. our great joy four 
postulants came with her. 

The new St. Mary’s School Wayne, 
Nebr., was dedicated the Most Rev. 
Archbishop Gerald Bergan May 16. 

The community retreats May and 
June were conducted the Very Rev. 
Wilfrid Tunink, O.S.B., prior Pius 
Monastery, Labadie, Mo. 

Several groups Sisters went out 
conduct religious vacation school 
various parishes during the month 
June. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Fifty-five Sisters were solemnly conse- 
crated the Most Rev. John Dear- 
den, bishop Pittsburgh, February 
24. Forty-eight Sisters, the remaining 
eligible members, received their solemn 
consecration May from the Most 
Rev. Coleman Carroll, auxiliary bishop 
Pittsburgh. Prior the consecrations 
three-day retreat was conducted for the 
Sisters the Very Rev. Hugh Wilt, O.S. 
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B., St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, Pa, 

The sanctuary the convent chapel 
has been redecorated. Mr. Francis Aretz, 
nationally known artist painted 
size picture St. Benedict and 
Scholastica the two panels under the 
arch across the front the chapel. 
golden baldachino, decorated with red 
satin and neutral blue dossil, completes 
the beauty the sanctuary. The crucifix 
above the high altar, which represents 
Christ robed high priest, also the 
work Mr. Aretz, has been embellished 
with beautiful mandorla, 
shaped aureola. 

March 14, fourteen oblate novices 
made their final oblation the convent 
chapel and ten new members were invest- 
the Benedictine scapular oblate 
novices the Rev. Ulric Thaner, 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey. The annual 
day recollection was held this same 
day; 150 women oblates were present, 
The Rev. Armand-Jean Baldwin, 
St. Vincent’s, conducted this day recol- 
lection. 

College extension classes conducted 
through Duquesne University were held 
the motherhouse during the past year. 
Sister Mary Gregory conducted classes 
sight singing, Sister Barbara, classes 
art fundamentals, and Sister Regina 
taught Latin the postulants and 
novices, 

Sister Mary Robert and Sister Gene- 
vieve attended art classes conducted 
the diocese through Seton Hill College, 
Greensburg, Pa. 


St. 


Rev. Mother Richarda, president 
the College St. Benedict, recently an- 
nounced $1,000,000 building project, 
including residence hall, auditorium, 
and recreation center. Hammel and 
Green St. Paul will the architects. 

Sister Mary, professor biology the 


bratec 
wome 
habit 
They 
Geral 
Sister 
apolis 
Fairfa 
Minne 
Hallid 
nounc 
Swege 
Monic 
Sister 
perpet 
Bened 
Sister 
Kleite: 
Vote 
gious 
teen 
being 
ing thr 
ginald, 
where 


brigh 
many 
paper 
Cell 
cyt 
sult 
the 


college and recipient 1953-54 Ful- 
bright award for the study the Max 
Planch Institute Wilhelmshaven, Ger- 
many, was recently invited present 
paper the International Congress for 
Cell Biology Leyden, Holland, Sep- 
tember. Sister has been doing research 
with Doctor Stich and the re- 
sult their research with radio-active 
will the subject the paper. 

recent pilgrimage Rome and 
various shrines Europe, the Sisters had 
the unexpected joy being received 
audience the Holy Father. 


Paut, 


June 14, pontifical Mass cele- 
brated the Most Rev. James Byrne, 
bishop St. Paul, six young 
women were clothed with the Benedictine 
habit novices St. Paul’s Priory. 
They are Lois Hauwiller Victoria, Sister 
Gerald; Barbara Inhofer Minneapolis, 
Sister Claire; Joan Dingman Minne- 
apolis, Sister Pius; Loretta Schweiss 
Fairfax, Sister Judith; Evelyn Sunburg 
Minneapolis, Sister Esther; and Patricia 
Halliday Minneapolis, Sister Maureen. 

July 11, triennial vows will pro- 
nounced six novices who have just 
completed their novitiate: Sister Kristin 
Sweger, Sister Grace Wachtler, Sister 
Monica Raway, Sister Thomas Toner, and 
Sister Susan Bourauel. the same day 
perpetual vows will made Sister 
Benedict Gerold, Sister Therese Rimnac, 
Sister Francis Sister Albert 
Kleiter, Sister Agnes Trombley, Sister 
Ruth Hruby, and Sister Patrick Collins. 

Thirty-five Sisters the priory will de- 
two more weeks teaching reli- 
gious vacation schools this summer thir- 
teen different parishes. new venture 
being made this type work send- 
ing three Sisters, Sister Austin, Sister Re- 
ginald, and Sister Gretta, Harlan, Ky., 
where they will assist Father Loyola 


O’Leary the Holy Trinity Mission 
his work among the poor the mountain 
districts Kentucky. 

the seventeenth annual Conference 
Reading the University Chicago, 
July Sister Rose Alice, supervisor 
Benedictine schools the archdiocese 
St. Paul, presented paper 
and Procedures Develop Reading 
Efficiency Mathematics.” 


Sister Gemma and Sister Benedict at- 
tended the Institute Nursing Service 
the University Minnesota from 
February 10. 

Mother Romaine, prioress, and Sister 
Angela, principal St. Martin’s High 
School, attended the Convention the 
National Catholic Educational Associa- 
tion Chicago during Easter Week. 

Sister Alcuin was delegate the 
Educational Section the Biennial Con- 
vention American Nurses Association 
Chicago from April May 

Sister John Marie St. John’s Hospi- 
tal, Rapid City, and Sister Imogene, 
Our Lady Lourdes Hospital, Hot 
Springs, attended the Tri-State Confer- 
ence Nurses Anesthetists Chicago 
May 17. 

Sister Benedict, nursing service direc- 
tor St. John’s Hospital, attended the 
Conference Catholic Schools Nurs- 
ing and the Catholic Hospital Association 
Atlantic City, May 23. 

Sister Elizabeth and Sister Marmion 
attended the Upper Midwest Hospital 
Conference St. Paul, Minn., from May 
23. 

Sister Laetitia, O.P., Siena Heights 
College, Adrian, Mich., guest lecturer 
St. Martin’s during summer session. 

After fifty-nine years the service 
Christ, Sister Michaela went her 
eternal reward April 16. 
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The Rev. Meinrad Hoffman, O.S.B., 
Blue Cloud Abbey, conducted series 
three retreats this spring for the Sisters, 
for the students Mt. Marty College 
and high school, and for the nurses 
Sacred Heart Hospital. 

The Rev. Gerard Goetz, Holy 
Cross Abbey, Canon City, Colo., will con- 
duct summer retreats for the Sisters. 

The Rev. Adelbert Buscher, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad’s Abbey, will teach course 
the Apostles’ Creed during the sum- 
mer session from June August 

Rev. Mother Jerome and Sister Serena 
attended the annual meeting the 
National Catholic Education Association 
Chicago, April 22. Sister Stanis- 
laus and Sister Evangeline were Mil- 
waukee the same week for the annual 
meeting the National Catholic Philo- 
sophical Association. 

Sisters are studying the following 
colleges and universities this summer: 


St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Ind.; 


St. Louis University; Creighton 
ty; University Nebraska; the 
South Dakota; St. John’s Abbey, 
and the College St. Teresa Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Sister Laurina, who working 
doctorate the Catholic University, 
Washington, D.C., teaching course 
supervision the College St. Bene- 
dict, St. Joseph, Minn., during the sum- 
mer. 

Three Sisters sailed the “Queen 
Elizabeth” May 19. They will visit 
their parents for three months. They 
are Sister Wilhelmina, who will visit 
Alsace-Lorraine; Sister Candida, Ger- 
many; and Sister Fidelis, Switzerland, 

Nineteen postulants were invested with 
the habit St. Benedict June 
the same day ten Sisters celebrated 
their silver jubilee profession; and six 
observed their diamond jubilee. the 
following day sixteen novices pronounced 
their triennial vows and twelve Sisters 
made final profession. 


RECENT ELECTIONS 


Election reports received during the 
past few weeks announce three new pri- 
oresses. The newly-elected superiors are 
follows: Rev. Mother Martina Hughes, 
Villa Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota; 
Rev. Mother Marcelline Jung, St. Paul’s 
Priory, St. Paul, Minnesota; and Rev. 
Mother Philippa Wavrick, Holy Angels 
Convent, Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

Rev. Mother Martina Hughes succeeds 
Rev. Mother Athanasius Braegelman, 
who has just completed second term 
six years. Prior her election, June 18, 
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Mother Martina was head the depart- 
ment music the College St. Scho 
lastica, Duluth, Minnesota. 

Mother Marcelline Jung was elected 
prioress St. Paul’s June 21, 
ing Mother Loraine Tracy, who has been 
superior since the founding the Priory 
1948. 

Rev. Mother Philippa Wavrick, elected 
superior July succeeds that office 
the Rev. Mother Perpetua Reinhart,who 
served the community that capacity 
for three terms three years each. 
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Chronicle 


The community observed the patronal 
feast Mother Alfred Schroll January 
with solemn high Mass the St. 
Chapel. this occasion, 
also, Mother Alfred was honored 
program presented the students 
the Academy. The choric reading, 
“Other was the composi- 
tion Sister Paula the academy 
faculty. 

Eleven student Sisters from other com- 
munities were enrolled the college dur- 
ing the second semester. Five were from 
Francis Convent, Nevada, Mo.; one 
fom the Benedictines Fort Smith, 
Ark.; one from the Olivetan Benedictines 
Jonesboro, Ark.; one Benedictine from 
Cullman, Ala.; and three Benedictine 
Sisters from two different convents 
Mexico City. 

Forty Hours Devotion was observed 
the St. Scholastica Chapel, January 29-31. 
Abbot Cuthbert participated the clos- 
procession and gave the Benediction. 
Students the college and the academy 
formed the procession, with boys from 
Benedict’s College serving acolytes 
and canopy-bearers. 

Seven postulants, who will receive the 
habit August, began their novitiate 
January. They are Mary 
Lueb, Seneca, Kans.; Berlinda 
Gallegos, Antonito, Colo.; Mary Ann 
Degmatich, Omaha, Nebr.; Rita Law, 
Stanberry, Mo.; Mary Ellen 
Parnell, Mo.; Anne Magadieu, Ft. Mon- 
Va.; and Joanne Murray, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, Fla. 

Sister Elizabeth Ann Brazzel, who had 
prepared for visitation St. 
High School, Shawnee, Kans., 


spoke her “Impression North 
Central Survey” the thirty-sixth annual 
meeting the Council Administration, 

The feast St. Scholastica was ob- 
served with solemn pontifical high Mass, 
celebrated the Most Rev. Edward 
Hunkeler, Archbishop Kansas City 
Kansas, who also preached the sermon. 
Assisting were the Rev. David Kinish, 
presbyter assistant; the Rev. Fidelis For- 
rester, deacon; the Rev. Roger Rumery, 
subdeacon; the Rev. Gerard Senecal and 
the Rev. Simeon Finnegan, deacons 
honor; the Rev. Francis Broderick and 
the Rev. Brian Kelly, masters cere- 
monies. Father David officiated 
solemn Vespers 1:30 p.m., assisted 
Father Francis, Father Anselm, Father 
Camillus, Father Kevin, Frater Rochus, 
and Frater Mark. 

Two postulants received the habit 
investiture ceremonies March the 
St. Scholastica Chapel, with Abbot Cuth- 
bert presiding. Miss Marilyn Nagengast 
Los Angeles, Calif., received the name 
Sister Esther, and Miss Elizabeth 
Stallbaumer Kelly, Kans., that 
Sister Francine. 

The Feast St. Benedict, transferred 
this year March 22, was observed 
solemn high Mass the St. Scholastica 
Chapel. Father Francis was celebrant. 

Present the Midwest meeting the 
National Catholic Educational Associa- 
tion and the annual meeting the North 
Central Association, both held Chicago 
March 26, were Sister Imogene 
Baker, dean the college, and Sister 
Mary Cyril Busenbarrick, executive sec- 
retary the alumnae association. 
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member the state advisory com- 
mittee, Sister Romana Farrell assisted 
the induction Kansas home economics 
graduates into the National Home Eco- 
nomics This event took 
place the Jayhawk Hotel Topeka, 
March 27. Sister Marie Kramer, 
academy home economics instructor, 
accompanied Sister Romana. 

St. Scholastica Chapel was the scene, 
Eastern Rite St. John Chrysostom 
two monks St. Procopius Abbey, Lisle, 
Ill. The Rev. Athanase Reszec and the 
Rev. Demetrius Kowalchik were assisted 
cantor, Frater Paschal Honner, and 
server, Mr. Dennis McGrath. Other 
monks St. Procopius Abbey who form- 
the choir were the Rev. Martin Horak, 
the Rev. Claude Viktora, Frater Rudolph 
Nelson, Brother Sebastian Kuhn, and 
Brother George Muchesko. Father Mar- 
tin and Father Claude also gave pre- 
liminary lectures explaining the rite and 
the Russian apostolate being promoted 
St. Procopius Abbey. 

Receiving the name Sister Jose, Miss 
Effie Sanchez was clothed the Benedic- 
tine habit ceremony the Choir 
Chapel, April Abbot Cuthbert, who 
celebrated the Mass, was assisted 
Father David and Father Felix. 

Palm Sunday, April 11, all the stu- 
dents and their faculties the four Bene- 
dictine colleges and high schools 
Atchison made Marian Year pilgrimage 
the Cathedral the Immaculate Con- 
ception Leavenworth. The number 
pilgrims was nearly 800. 

The Liturgy Holy Week and Easter 
followed the traditional pattern, with 
Abbot Cuthbert offering his pontifical 
the Choir Chapel Good Friday. 
was assisted Father David, Father 
Felix, Father Jude, Father Leonard, Fra- 
ter Bartholomew, Frater Rochus, Frater 
Romanus, and Brothers the Abbey. 
Chanting the Passion this day were 
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Father Anselm, Father Camillus, and 
Father John. Father David was 
brant the Masses Holy Thursday, 
Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday, 
assisted Fathers, clerics, and brothers 
the abbey. 

Representing Mount St. Scholastica 
the National Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation meeting Chicago during Easter 
week were the Rev. Francis Broderick, 
Mother Alfred Schroll, Sister Marcella 
Siela, Sister Dunstan Delehant, and Sister 
Jerome Keeler, dean Donnelly College. 
Sister Dunstan also went Mil- 
waukee, where she attended the meeting 
the Catholic Philosophical Association. 

Sister Teresa Ann Doyle, head the 
department English, was chairman 
the thirty-eighth Annual Conference 
the Kansas Association College Teach- 
ers English, April 24, Mount 
St. Scholastica College. 
speakers the program were Benedic- 
tines Father Timothy Fry St. Bene- 
dict’s and Baker the 
Mount. 

Members the Mount faculty who 
spoke Donnelly College were Sister 
Celine Goodwin, Sister Agnes Claire 
Schroll, Sister DePazzi Mispagel, and 
Sister Mary Janice Egan. Sister Celine 
spoke music, Sister DePazzi art, 
while Sister Agnes Claire and Sister Mary 
Janice gave book reviews. Sister Agnes 
Claire was later invited give her review 
Toynbee’s book before the faculty 
Shawnee Mission High School Shaw- 
nee, Kans. 

During the school term, three professors 
Donnelly College were invited speak 
before student groups the Mount. 
Sister Jerome Keeler spoke the liberal 
arts, Sister Liguori Sullivan health, 
and Sister Mary Faith Schuster letter- 
writing. 

Appearing the May issue the 
Catholic Educational Review article 
Sister Romana Farrell, entitled “The 
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New Testament for College Freshmen.” 

The first series ceremonies 
Consecration Virgins was held the 
St. Scholastica Chapel May with 
thirty Sisters participating. Abbot Cuth- 
bert was celebrant the pontifical high 
Mass and officiated the ceremonies. 
Father Bernard Sause preached the ser- 
mon for the occasion. Included the 
group were Mother Alfred Schroll, Sister 
Maurus Wempe, Sister Augusta Parle, 
Sister Rosemary Hogan, Sister Mary 
Austin Schirmer, and Sister Dolorosa 
Hoffmans, with the following senior mem- 
bers the community: Sister Luitgarde 
Mengwasser, Sister Relindis Plank, Sister 
Josephine Weber, Sister Aurelia Scanlan, 
Sister Martina Masat, Sister Juliana 
Oestereicher, Sister Barbara Schneider, 
Sister Marcelline Sinnott, Sister Rose 
Scahill, Sister Stella Slattery, Sister Rita 
and Sister Sylvia Callahan, Sister Thecla 
and Sister Monica Schecher, Sister Lioba 
Rudroff, Sister Prisca Pettinger, Sister 
Hogan, Sister Praxedis Still, Sister 
Nothburga Klunenberg, Sister Hedwig 
Hinrichs, Sister Lucina Ayres, Sister Mil- 
burga Zeiner, Sister Claudia McGuire, 
and Sister Symphorosa Sonderman. 

Other Consecration ceremonies were 
scheduled for May June June 29, 
July August and August 22. 

Some ninety members the communi- 
participated the Field Mass honor 
Our Lady May 16. was celebrat- 
the Most Rev. Edward Hunkeler, 
Archbishop Kansas City Kansas, 
the gymnasium St. Benedict’s College. 
Father Francis was deacon the Mass. 
Planned for Amelia Earhart Stadium, the 
was changed the indoor 
location account rain. Students 
Mount St. Scholastica College and Acade- 
my, under the direction Father An- 
selm, sang Mass and several motets. 

Among the graduates 1954 who re- 
degrees from the college May 
were the following Sisters Mount 


St. Scholastica Convent: Sister Mellita 
McQuaid, Sister Agnese Brucel, Sister 
Alice Ann Kieffe, Sister Mary Carol Bil- 
ler, Sister Mary Daniel Barros, Sister 
Edna Brokamp, Sister Edwarda Williams, 
Sister Helena Niederbauer, Sister Irma- 
line Higgins, Sister Luca Lager, and Sister 
Ruthannna Rohlfer. 

Sister Aelred Pottinger, who received 
the doctorate June from the University 
Notre Dame, has been granted post- 
doctoral year continue biological re- 
search the university collaboration 
with Dr. Bachofer. News their 
discovery that oxygen can protect against 
ionizing radiations, such those from 
A-bombs, H-bombs, and X-rays, was 
published last March. They are con- 
tinuing this study. 

Commencement Exercises St. 
Louis University, June Sister Juanita 
Pavlick received her doctor’s degree 
history. Her dissertation, directed 
Dr. Thomas Neill, entitled Nicholas 
Theory History. Sister Juani- 
Mount St. Scholastica College. 

The first community retreat the sum- 
mer, which was attended the greater 
number the Sisters, was conducted 
the Rev. William Burke, O.P., June 

Because rain, the annual Corpus 
Christi procession was held the St. 
Scholastica Chapel instead the 
pus. Student Sisters and lay students 
joined the entire novitiate group form 
the procession. Father David was cele- 
brant the Mass, assisted clerics and 
novices St. Benedict’s Abbey. 

new venture during the summer 
Reading, conducted the education de- 
partment the College for students 
both grade and high-school level. As- 
sisting Sister Mary Austin Schirmer, direc- 
tor the center, are Sister Alberta 
Stack, Sister Fabiola Burns, and Sister 
Mary Paul Ege. 
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Summer-session students Mount St. 
Scholastica College include Benedictines 
from Fort Smith and Jonesboro, Ark.; 
Cullman, Ala.; Covington, La.; San 
Antonio, Fla.; Chicago, and Mexico 
City, Mexico; Franciscan Sisters from 
Nevada and Chillicothe, Mo.; Dominican 
Sisters from Great Bend, Kans.; Sisters 
Adorers the Most Precious Blood, 
Wichita, Kans.; Ursuline Sisters Paola, 
Kans.; Mercy Sisters from Webster 
Groves, Mo., and the Omaha, Nebr., pro- 
vinces; and Daughters the Cross from 
Shreveport, La. 

Sisters the community are enrolled 
graduate schools for the summer fol- 
lows: Catholic University, Sister Gonza- 
Engelhart, Sister Alice Ann Kieffe, 
Sister Mary Noel Walter, Sister Faith 
Schuster, Sister Mary William Harring- 
ton, and Sister Paula Howard, with Sister 
Jerome Keeler again the teaching staff; 
Creighton University, Sister Macrina 
Straub, Sister Emerich Sister Mari- 
stelle Schmitz, Sister Mary Pius Siemann, 
Sister Pulcheria Lager, Sister Rosetta 
Zug, Sister Theresita Wirth, Sister Ligu- 
ori Sullivan, and Sister Mauricita Schie- 


ber; University Notre Dame, Sister 
Aelred Pottinger, Sister Rosaria Schaefer, 
Sister Theophane Reinecke, Sister 
rance Minton, Sister Leander Cogan, and 
Sister Mary Finnian Moran; St. Louis 
University, Sister Brigida O’Connor, Sis- 
ter Gervase Judge, and Sister Jeanne 
Marie Blacet; Rosary College, Library 
School, Sister Huberta Anderson, Sister 
Roberta Mellinger, and Sister Kieran Cur- 
ry; Chicago Art Institute, Sisters Gratia 
Sherman and Sister Egberta Buening; 
Kansas State College, Manhattan, Sister 
Margaret Mary Wirtz and Sister DeMont- 
fort Knightley; Kansas State Teachers 
College, Pittsburg, Sister Stephen Pender- 
gast and Sister Loretta Schirmer; Univer- 
sity Denver, Sister Patricia Ann Done- 
gan and Sister Damian Boeding. 

The community pilgrimage for the 
Marian Year was held July 16, feast 
Our Lady Mount Carmel. Bus ar- 
rangements made possible for hundreds 
Sisters make this pilgrimage the 
old Cathedral the Immaculate Concep- 
tion Leavenworth, designated the 
official shrine the archdiocese. 


OBITUARY 


Sister Louise Schneider died January 
after year’s illness. Burial took 
place January 11, after solemn Requi- 
Mass and Office the Dead the 
St. Scholastica Chapel. Katherine Schnei- 
der was born May 26, 1887, and enter- 
the novitiate Mount St. Scholastica 
January 18, 1903. She made triennial 
vows August 15, 1904, and was per- 
petually professed three years later. Un- 
til her recent illness, Sister Louise was 
teacher many the community schools 
throughout Kansas, Colorado, and Mis- 
souri. She survived three Sisters 
religion: Sister Barbara and Sister 
Aurea Mount St. Scholastica, and Sis- 
ter Waltrude the Sisters Charity 
Leavenworth. 
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Sister Elfrida Brennan died January 
Glockner Memorial Hospital Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo., after lingering ill- 
ness. She had been stationed 
Mary’s School, Walsenburg, Colo., for the 
past forty years. Catherine Brennan was 
born September 1890, County Gal- 
way, Ireland, coming the 
Mount St. Scholastica June 11, 1911. 
She was professed January 1913. The 
body was brought back Mount St. 
Scholastica for burial February 
Interment the convent cemetery 
lowed the customary solemn Requiem 
Mass and Office the Dead chanted 
the Sisters the St. Scholastica Chapel. 
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Book Reviews 


The Heart the Dom Aelred 
Watkin, O.S.B. New York: Kenedy 
Sons, 1954. Pp. 106. $2.50. 

Within the limits 106 pages 
small book entitled The Heart the World, 
Dom Aelred Watkin, O.S.B., has set 
down simple beautiful style thoughts 
that once encountered make one want 
penetrate further into the depth mean- 
ing carried the words. Subtitled, 
“Living the Heart Christ,” the small 
volume is, Dom Aelred states the 
foreword, not intended for professional 
rather meant for the Christian man and 
woman, layman religious, who wants 
see the truths his faith linked with 
the experiences ordinary humanity. 
Permeated the fundamental vital con- 
cept the Mystical Body and the Power 
Love, The Heart the World centers 
around the thought that Our Head with 
both heaven and earth, for His 
Heart always open receive man 
whom loves. 

Dom Aelred divides his book into three 
sections: Human Heart and the 
Trinity, The Growth Eternal Life, and 
The Law and the Heart. Within these 
three parts weaves pattern 
thoughts delicately and exactly un- 
folds considerations the desires all 
human kind nurtured grace and ful- 
filled the life Christ the greatness 
the virtues given baptism. Man 
with all his yearnings reborn God 
and that rebirth makes all the difference 
between natural and supernatural life 
once near each other and yet distinct. 

specially significant the section 
growth the eternal life man even 
for each the sacraments man’s 
life enriched beyond all measure 
natural wealth gifts. 

Worthy many meditative readings 
are the pages human family relation- 


ships, friendship, and world-wide 
fellowship Christ. Most beautiful 
all the many meaningful themes that run 
through this book the recurring con- 
sideration the selflessness love, 
the meaning giving for every human 
heart. Dom says simply: 
“Jesus loved his own unto the end, 
end which meant ‘laying down his life for 
his have prepare our- 
selves for this daily participation his 
crucifixion also wish love our own 
until that end which the end all end- 
ing” (p. 61). 

When one has read the first two parts 
The Heart the World, ready for 
the climaxing thoughts that crowd into 
his mind passes from the considera- 
tions the Holy Eucharist the bond 
love among all men who share the 
actual sacrifice Christ the cross 
the indentification Dom Aelred makes 
between the law and the heart. Love 
and law are one the “Heart the 
World” which the Heart Christ beat- 
ing always conformity with the will 
the Father and the love Calvary. 
Over and over again the important mes- 
sage that God has “taken away our heart 
brought back the reader. And the 
human heart man led seek refuge 
the “Heart Christ” that the 
the World.” 


Dom Aelred Watkin, son the famed 
Watkin and former pupil Father 
Gerald Vann the Dominican school 
Laxton, England, monk Downside 
Abbey. Scholar, teacher, and artist, 
also writer whose book brings to- 
gether the profundity simplicity 
many thoughts the Heart Christ 
that will return the reader The Heart 
the World human experience 
the truths his faith. with 
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sense peaceful trust that one puts down 
The Heart the World, knowing that 
will return the reading many times 
because will want know more fully 
this new and moving approach the 
Sacred Heart which is, course, “the 
Heart the World.” 


Sister Scholastica Schuster, O.S.B. 


The Church Today: the Collected Writings 
Suhard. Introd. John 
Wright, D.D. Chicago: Fides Publishers, 
1953. Pp. xvii, 371. $4.75. 


Archbishop Paris” (p. 347) wrote Em- 
manuel Cardinal Suhard his diary not 
long before his death. this simple 
sentence are the two recurrent themes 
his book, the themes and 
service. The quotation taken from 
somewhat disconnected spiritual diary 
appended the book The Church Today. 
The rest the book, composed Suhard’s 
Pastoral Letters, contains material hav- 
ing the greatest influence the thinking 
the whole Church the past few years. 
Next the papal which 
they have been compared, perhaps 
body pastoral thought has had wider 
influence. However, since Cardinal Su- 
hard wrote primarily for defined area, 
his cherished Archdiocese Paris, can 
and does become more specific than could 
the encyclicals. From his observations, 
thoughts, and prayers offers ideas 
every group from the working class 
the intellectual leaders. (He was respons- 
ible for the growth and dynamism 
found the Centre Intellectuel des 
Catholiques Frangais). 

His several pastorals cover the topics 
God’s Providence, The Parish Community, 
The Church Private Property, The Chris- 
tian Family, Growth Decline, The Mean- 
ing God, Priests among Men. 

Because all his thoughts are valu- 
able difficult select points for dis- 
cussion. Suhard sees our critical day 
crisis unity when are recogniz- 
ing one world. viewed history till 
now only prologue this new world 
that being born today. His urgency 
was that Catholics take their important 
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place the shaping this new world, 
feared that Catholics may fly away 
from their part the work and let 
take shape without them. explains 
that the Church must give this now- 
gave the jobs, holiness and service, that 
come more and more the 
world Christianizing the masses. 
believed that the “rebuilding 
the city,” the “curing sick world 
through redemption,” (p. 361) called for 
the use newer methods approach. 
Recognizing the need the family for 
economic and cultural stability, offers 
directives. urges that the Family 
Corps strengthened that could 
speak the name many families and 
promote legislative and social action 
which will save the nation while restoring 
the primary unit, the family” (p. 84). 
urged further that legal recognition 
reality and juridical institution. This 
quite naturally brings its representa- 
tion the councils the State” (p. 86). 


urges perfected system family 
allocations raise the level existence 
large family that single workers 
and permit the mother remain 
the home. His concern with the social 
problem was natural for realized that 
the supernatural based the natural, 
writes 

convert the world not enough 

saint and preach the gospel; rather, 

not possible saint and invoke the 

gospel preach without doing all can 
assure for all men conditions work, hous- 
ing, food, rest and human culture without 

which life ceases human (p. 164). 


Cardinal Suhard recognized that only 
partly through government, but much 
more through the example Christians 
bearing witness could these masses 
captured for Christ. Nor did 
mize the value words the twentieth 
century missionary job. would that 
all men speak often and all social 
groups the religious distress the 
masses” (p. 18). But knew that 
paganda campaigns, sermons and ad- 
vertising would not reach the lost multi- 
tudes wanted. writes, see the 
concern for means reaching souls and 
making indispensable contact with them— 
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home, etc.)” (p. 370). His answer was 
the Paris for reaching 
his beloved working class. Here again 
had the same two requirements for its 
personnel holiness and service. Its 
controversial status recent years would 
have saddened the Cardinal for had 
written, “The Mission Paris close 
heart.... [It] must succeed” (p. 
369). Despite its debatable progress, 
however, one could conclude that the 
spiritual radiation from the Mission has 

These essays, social, theological, philo- 
sophical, deserve study all interested 
Catholic Action priests, teachers, 
students all who are interested the 
diagnosis and prognosis Christian cul- 
ture our world. 


Sister Mary Fanice Egan, 


Cardinal Gasquet: Memoir. Shane Les- 
lie. New York: Kenedy and Sons, 1953. 
Pp. viii, 270. $3.50. 


Regardless controversies which have 
milled around the entire career Eng- 
land’s foremost Benedictine, Francis 
Aidan Cardinal Gasquet, Shane Leslie 
has succeeded writing good memoir. 
The biographer’s early conversion, his 
exceptional educational background 
(Eton, King’s College, Cambridge, the 
University Paris), and his versatile 
knowledge the Victorian and Edwar- 
dian periods English history have pro- 
vided him with the tools for this study. 
Always brilliant writer, his literary repu- 
‘tation has been established through earli- 
biographical sketches: The 
Swift, Henry Edward Manning, Studies 
Sublime IV, and Mrs. 
traveled and lectured ex- 
tensively the United States and the 
Continent, and course, Irish baronet 
and first cousin Winston Churchill, has 
connections the British Isles. 


Leslie’s memoir not intended 
lography the ordinary sense the 
facts which deems worthy record 
the study has made. His book em- 

much hitherto unpublished material 


concerning Gasquet, such anti- 
quated autobiography, his extensive cor- 
respondence, his Roman diaries, and the 
manuscripts regarding the vacancy the 
Westminster see. fact, the memoir 
almost weighty with quoted material. 


One the first chapters the book 
the autobiography Cardinal Gasquet, 
which Shane Leslie’s words, was 
tated [in old age] response publish- 
ers’ appeals” (p.18). dis- 
cursive style the Cardinal gives glimpse 
his colorful career. From these pages 
the reader learns his parental grand- 
father, aristocratic emigré England 
during the French Revolution, and his 
father, physician note; his staunch 
English Catholic mother. This account 
also gives the reader understanding 
Aidan Gasquet’s devotion Holy Mother 
Church which began early life, and led 
him into her service Benedictine monk, 
Abbot, President the English Congrega- 
tion, and historian apologist for English 
monasticism. One notes Gasquet’s un- 
usual gifts Frenchman, more English 
than the English, born Catholic 
age converts, religious peculiarly 
“lay” situation. All these made him 
both rich background and secure 
faith. 

order understand the controversy 
which later surrounded Gasquet’s histo- 
rical work, well recall that 1886, 
when took historical research, 
was greatly handicapped having 
neither the skill for research nor the edu- 
cational background university train- 
ing, since both Cambridge and Oxford 
were closed Catholics until 1895. Be- 
sides these hindrances, was past forty 
and serious ill health. 


The topic Gasquet’s research, the 
Reformation, concerned the most con- 
troversial period English. history. 
Truth had been distorted that was 
difficult tell where facts ended and 
fiction began. Shane Leslie says: 
“The great English historians had the ad- 
vantage being their own masters. Their 
prejudices were majestic scale and 
from glittering but biased pyramids they 
looked down the centuries” (p. 105). 


less than quarter century Dom 
Gasquet had published thirty-three his- 
torical treatises and over forty shorter 
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works. All these were received favor- 
ably Catholics and Protestants alike. 


Gasquet’s achievement ended definitely 


disassociating the old Religious Life from the 
story complete and wanton stagnation, 
which alone would have justified Wolsey and 
Cromwell. retold the tale, mingled 
haste and horror, the great Spoliation. 
Henceforth the old monks and nuns did not 
taste bad the mouths modern English- 
men. was manner life they had 
wish bring back, but while lasted, had 
helped and honored the national life. had 
bequeathed some very beautiful ruins, and the 
old monks had been very human and English 
like themselves (p. 106). 


Henry VIII and the English Monas- 


teries was the greatest Cardinal Gas- 


works. After its publication the 
nglican, James Gairdner the Public 
Records Office, declared that the old 
scandals, universally discredited the 
time Henry the VIII, and believed 
later generation only through preju- 
dice, were dispelled forever. view 
the magnitude Dom Gasquet’s under- 
taking, humanly speaking would have 
been impossible avoid inaccuracies. 
Errors occur his works and have 
been pointed out English critics. 
Severe criticism Gasquet his- 
torian was directed not errors fact 
quotation but his theory regarding 
Wycliffe’s translation the Old English 
Bible displayed the British Museum. 
After serious consideration and research 
Gasquet came the conclusion that the 
Old English Bible was not Wycliffe’s 
translation but Catholic version pre- 
Reformation days. Gasquet was 
The result his research did not justify 
the conclusion. make matters worse 
ignored Dr. Coulton and other his- 
torians who tried point out his errors. 
For time the affair quieted down, but 
1894, article the Review re- 
opened the whole issue. Unhappily the 
Cardinal chose ignore the matter. 
This attitude did much harm the Cath- 
olic cause, for from that time Coulton be- 
came Gasquet’s principal antagonist. 
Being specialist Reformation history, 
Coulton delighted bringing everything 
could find against the Church. 
one Cambridge’s most influential his- 
torians trained whole school 
specialists, most whom were tainted 
his own outlook and prejudice. The 
whole matter was unfortunate, with most 
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Gasquet’s Catholic friends regretting 
that did not make corrections con- 
sider Coulton’s great knowledge 
eval history worthy reply. 

Leslie’s sentence his chapter 
quoted: 


Gasquet, doubt, would willingly have 
commended all his writings together with the 
criticisms his critics the only Judge who 
can appreciate the pitfalls and blunderings 
through which the conscientious historian must 
find his stumbling path (p. 134). 


Another controversial chapter Gas- 
quet’s life the part played (with Ed- 
mund Bishop behind the scenes) the 
pronouncement against the validity 
Anglican Orders. was Gasquet who 
stood against the Anglican High Church- 
men, who headed the English group 
against Duchesne and the French, who 
unearthed the Bull and Brief Paul IV, 
who looked into the puzzled eyes Leo 
XIII and saw them clear pronounced 
the Anglican Orders “null and void.” 
One can never expect non-Catholics 
understand the Catholic doctrine Holy 
Orders. 

the spring 1907 Pope Pius call- 
Gasquet Rome head the com- 
mission for the revision the Vulgate. 
1914 was created Cardinal the 
last consistory held Pius 1917 
Cardinal Gasquet became librarian the 
Vatican, and 1920, was appointed 
archivist the Holy See. served 
many Congregations, such those 
Rites, Propaganda, Religious, and the 
Church, and became the director 
the English College and protector 
many congregations religious. 

his chapter the Great War, Leslie 
tells the story Gasquet’s courageous 
attempt keep the English flag flying 
and use his discreet effort Cardinal 
balance opinions the Vatican, where 
strong influence was work. 
veteran the Foreign Office wrote, 
“Gasquet fought brave battle with few 
supporters and not much ammunition 
face highly organized offensive” (p. 
212). Finally, was able induce the 
Foreign Office send British 
sion which aided bringing Italy into the 
War the side England. 

Following the death Benedict XV, 
shortly after World War Cardinal 
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Gasquet attended for the second time 

apal election. Later, writing Stan- 
brook Abbey, tells his joy over the 
election Pope Pius XI: 


all the Cardinals was the one knew 
best and with whom was most sympathy. 
believe that possesses qualities which 
make him the man for our days. 
man with the courage his convictions, who 
thinks before acts and with large and 
affectionate heart (p. 253). 


his final chapter Shane Leslie allows 
his imagination take the helm. 
pictures Cardinal Gasquet nears 
everlasting peace. These golden years 
were most probably among the happiest 
his life. sat the warm Italian 
sunlight the palace San Calisto, 
must have relived the old days Down- 
side. How gratefully could recall his 
ambitions for the Benedictine Order, and 
how they had materialized. had 
found the Order diminished and scattered 
and had helped restore something 
its former glory. 


—Sister Margaret Mary 


Coeur Christ. Jean Calot, 
Desclée Brouwer, 1953. Pp. 264. 


The evident purpose this volume 
make the Sacred Heart Jesus bet- 
ter known and loved. Father Galot 
studies Christ the Gospels with scholar- 
precision combined with reverent love, 
and brings out His divine Personality 
full relief. 

There are four main divisions the 
book. the first part the love Christ 
for His eternal Father stressed, the 
second His love for His immaculate 
Mother, the third His love for sinful 
men, and the fourth His Heart the 
image the Father’s Heart. The third 
part, treating Christ’s relation men 
Good Shepherd, Master, Friend, 
Savior, Model, and Victim, the most 
detailed and perhaps also the most 
inspiring. 

The book both instructional and de- 
votional, and will appeal all Catholics, 
lay and religious, who are desirous liv- 
ing the inner life and intensifying their 


love God. deserves translated 
into English that may reach wider 
circle readers. 


Sister Ferome Keeler, O.S.B. 


Bread the Wilderness. Thomas Merton. 
New York: New Directions Books, 1953. 
Pp. 146. $6.00. 


The present volume, Bread the 
Wilderness, reveals Thomas Merton 
his best. His rich talent finds expression 
the study the inspired and most 
beautiful religious poetry ever written, 
the psalms. Herein too, the author gives 
picture monk plunged into the 
depth and beauty life “hidden with 
Christ God.” 

the prologue the author says, 
book not systematic treatise, but only 
collection personal notes the 
Psalter” (p.4). These thoughts touch 
why the psalms should evaluated 
not only form literature but also 
miraculously provided Christ, 
feed those who have followed Him into 
the wilderness [and] ought con- 
sidered one the most valid forms 
prayer for men all time. (pp. 3-4). 
psalms are theology. That means 
that they place direct contact with 
God, through the assent faith His 
Revelation. because this theolo- 
gical and dynamic effect that the psalms 
are steps contemplation” (pp. 14-15). 

The pattern developed Bread the 
Wilderness somewhat akin that 
medieval tapestry, which there 
dominant theme, woven rich deep 
colors, while minor episodes are depicted 
finer and fainter threads. The entire 
tapestry enclosed oft repeated 
design flowers and fruits, which identi- 
fy, and make known the source the 
work art. Father Louis Merton has 
chosen suffering for the dominant theme, 
but not the exclusion praise and 
joy, which weaves less emphatically. 
The tapestry border, “Study,” repeat- 
edly expressed and more often implied, 
and the means which, used, will bring 
one the knowledge the psalter. 
“This spiritual understanding Scrip- 
ture acquired after meditation the 
Scriptures the silence the night, and 
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solitude. But the fruit the monk’s 
private meditation tasted the reci- 
tation the Psalms choir” (p. 23). 

“The Psalms are the songs this City 
God. They are therefore the voice 
the Mystical Body Christ” (p. 43). 
the psalms fulfill the work which 
Christian tradition has assigned them, 
they must lead the soul union with 
God, the author reminds that “Our 
sacrifices have supernatural value ex- 
cept far they are united with the 
One Sacrifice which alone acceptable 
God and infinitely pleasing His 
sight” (p. 43). 

Again, says, “The Liturgy the 
Church’s greatest weapon against her 
enemies because filled with the might 
the Mystery which its 
(p. 89). The psalms “contain them- 
selves all that matters Christian 
the history the world, because 
mysterious and quasi-sacramental man- 
ner, virtue their intimate connec- 
tion with the sacrifice the Mass, the 
salvation the world all worked out 
them” (p. 89). 

Father Louis identifies the Divine 
Author with the composer and the reciter, 
for says find not only Christ 
and David, but also ourselves the 
psalms. “The One Man who suffers 
the Psalms, who cries out God them 
and God heard, this One Man 
the Whole Christ” (p. 92) 

The author explains very satisfactorily 
why chose suffering the dominant 
theme, while calling attention the fact 
that there streamlined route 
union with God. rules and 
methods are for those who seek get 
something for themselves. although 
they are necessary even for those who 
would begin children the king- 
dom” (p. 137). 

Bread the Wilderness boundlessly 
inspirational. The individual will profit 
from proportion pursues the 
study the psalms according Pope 
Pius XII’s direction (pp. What 
potent antidote the study Holy Scrip- 
ture could the sentimental devo- 
tional books popular today. 

Bread the Wilderness beautiful 
volume (designed Alvin Lustig) il- 
lustrated with photographs Devot 


Page Sixty-eight 


Christ, crucifix chapel next 
the Cathedral Perpignan France, 
When whom this masterpiece was 
carved unknown, but the writer re- 
marks, “there has probably never been 
work Christian art that powerfully 
expressed the suffering Christ the 
Cross” There legend Per- 
pignan that each year the head Christ 
sinks, and when the chin finally comes 
the chest will the end time. 
The size Bread the Wilderness 
unhandy flat quarto volume— 
and the price prohibitive for large sales, 
Petition should made for smaller 
volume with the price cut two. 


Sister Florence Feeney, 


doctrine spirituelle dom Marmion. 
Philipon, O.P. Paris: Desclée 
Brouwer, 1954. 316. Frb. 

the preface his now classic work, 
The Spiritual Doctrine Elizabeth the 
Trinity, Philipon describes his 
study with the comment, theologian 
views soul and doctrine.” Indeed 
such the author’s approach two sub- 
sequent analyses masters Christian 
spirituality, The Message 
Lisieux, the title the English transla- 
tion, and the present work. the 
case the two Carmelite nuns, Father 
Philipon has discerned the capital im- 
portance Dom Marmion teacher 
destined Providence recall our 
times some the fundamental themes 
the Gospel. Undertaken with mind and 
heart atune, the 
achieves work which, disregarding all 
non-essentials, lays bare the vital center 
the saintly abbot’s spiritual doctrine. 

This book mere recasting the 
great Marmion classics, but synthesis 
drawn from every available primary 
source. Marmion’s death consider- 
able number personal manuscripts were 
discovered, notes for courses dogmatic 
theology and Holy Scripture, retreat and 
conference notes, letters, and various 
sonal jottings and reflections. Father 
Philipon was not content bring all his 
talent and experience bear upon this 
material but made careful study the 
Benedictine Rule and way life order 
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better equip himself for the task. 
Notable this direction were the retreats 
gave the abbey Maredsous and 
Maredret. Benedictines can only admire 
and not dispute with his comprehensive 
grasp monachism. 


The first half the present work 
biographical study Dom Marmion, 
wherein the story the great Benedic- 
tine’s life shown the story his 
soul. The second half the book, which 
deals explicitly with his spiritual teaching, 
demonstrates how the intense living 
one the truths faith can lead 
the height sanctity. For Marmion, 
Christ was All. the orderly simplicity 
Philipon’s analysis see that the 
whole structure Marmion spirituality 
expressed his major writings depends 
upon our oneness with Christ through 
divine adoption, that is, the growth and 
intensity the life grace us. This 
life initiated our incorporation into 
Christ baptism, the course its de- 
velopment the ordinary Christian be- 
ing the matter Christ the Life the 
Soul. The perfection this Christian 
life sees the raison d’étre monastic 
institutions Christ the Ideal the Monk. 
The highest peak perfection reached 
when the priest through Holy Orders be- 
comes identified with Christ, Christ the 
Ideal the Priest. Throughout, unity 
thought and teaching bound with 
the progressive intensification sanctify- 
ing grace the Christian economy. 


The last section this portion, dealing 
and serves exemplify Marmion’s total 
approach. While many souls 
Jesus through Mary,” from Christ 
that Dom Marmion approaches His 
Mother, movement his thought 
characterized christocentrisme marial. 
The very personal way which was 
child Mary revealed these lines 
from sermon given the Carmel 
1899: 


Jesus being essentially God” and 
Mary,” also should grace what 
Jesus Christ nature, children God and 
children Mary. God will recognize His 
true sons only those who, like Jesus, are 
Mary (p. 300). 


His Marian program consisted being 
submissive Mary love and honor 


was Christ Himself. Thus, every 
other instance, Dom Marmion found 
directly Christ the ideal his Marian 
devotion. 

Despite the seeming simplicity Dom 
Marmion’s absorption Christ, Philipon 
able show how its synthesis encom- 
passes and brings together the immanent 
(Christocentric) and transcendent (dog- 
matic) elements Christianity. Al- 
though Abbot Columba’s doctrine com- 
pletely dogmatic inspiration never- 
theless warm because all centered 
about person. Nor, this light can 
neglect note the extent which 
his personal life, his own life Christ, 
was the source his doctrine. 
hoped that this worthwhile study will 
soon appear translation. 


Sister Audrey Aaron, 


The Fruit His Works: History the Bene- 
dictine Sisters St. Benedict’s Convent, Bris- 
tow, Prince William County, Virginia. 
Sister Helen Johnston, Bristow, 
Virginia: Linton Hall Press, 1953. 


part one The Fruit His Works, 
Sister Helen acquaints the reader with 
the Benedictine foundation Richmond, 
Virginia, the growth the community, 
and the work accomplished the Sisters 
St. Mary’s Benedictine Institute 
that city. Part two relates the story 
the foundation Bristow, Virginia, and 
the establishment St. Edith’s Academy 
for girls. The academy was closed 
1922, and the fall the same year the 
school was reopened the Linton Hall 
Military School for boys between the 
ages six and fifteen. 

While the details the account are 
based upon authentic documents and re- 
liable tradition, the narrative moves along 
the easy and friendly style popular 
story. Among the many interesting de- 
tails which Sister Helen includes are the 
frequent visits John Banister Tabb. 
After one these visits the convent, 
sent poem the superior entitled 
“To Mother Edith.” 

interesting introduction the Rev. 
Francis Buffe, S.J., traces the his- 
tory the Benedictines Europe and 
the coming the Sisters Latrobe, Penn- 
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sylvania. alluding the Benedictine 
motto “Pax,” Father Buffe says: 
fighting the wars God 
strife-torn world, they (the Sisters) still 
foster within, and spread about them the 
“Pax” Benedict. They toil school 
and convent, the sacristy and the 
farm, with ‘union hours’ and ‘40- 
hour week.’ They bustle here and hurry 
there, seemingly never too tired take 
another bit work for God. Yet all 
this strictly 20th century activity there 
about them the traditional Benedictine 
air peace; atmosphere ‘the tran- 
quillity order’ which the age-old de- 
finition peace.” 


Sister Bernarda Brentano, 


Scheeben. Translated Kerkvoorde, 
Bruges, Desclée Brouwer, 1953. Pp. 
220. Frb. 


Andrew’s Abbey Belgium, here pre- 
sents French Scheeben’s well-known 
Mariology, which originally appeared 
1882 the third volume the eminent 
German theologian’s Dogmatic Theology. 
The text that the Rev. Feckes, 
successor Scheeben the chair 
dogmatic theology the seminary 
Cologne. Sections Feckes’ notes intro- 
duce many the chapters the French 
edition. 


The present text translates into French 
somewhat abbreviated form the 
material contained the two-volume 
English Mariology Scheeben, already 
reviewed these pages (Summer, 1946, 
pp. 51-52). Besides excising technical de- 
tail, the editor has omitted entirely chap- 
ters Mary tradition and literature 
and controversies relating the dogma 
the Immaculate Conception. Chapter 
titles the French and English versions 
differ occasionally, fact which not sur- 
prising since the English the product 
double translation, having gone first 
into Flemish before its arrival English. 

The translator’s competence the field 
Scheeben’s work attested the fact 
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Divine Grace and Mysteries Christianity, 
Sister Dunstan Delehant, 


Our Lady’s Daily Hours: The Little Office 
the Blessed Virgin Mary according the 
Roman Breviary, with the Latin Psalter the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute approved Pius 
XII, and the English transletions the New 
Testament and the Psalms made under the 

tronage the Episcopal Committee the 
nfraternity Christian Doctrine. Edited 

with complete commentary Dominic 

Unger, O.F.M.Cap. Paterson, St. An- 

thony Guild Press, 1954. Pp. 534. $4.50. 

The edition the Little Office was 
published especially for the Sisters who 
recite Our Lady’s Hours. con- 
venient size and the print legible. The 
book has attractive frontispiece and 
durable cover. 

The helps include preface Sisters, 
adequate explanation the liturgy, 
good analysis each psalm, and 
ful index the psalms both the psalter 
and the commentary. 

The analysis each psalm the com- 
mentary according the following pat- 
tern: introduction giving theme, sum- 
mary, occasion, and style, then ex- 
planation each strophe, verse verse, 
next its liturgical use, and finally 
flection. 

The author goes through the Office 
thoroughly and methodically, analyzing 
antiphons, hymns, lessons, little chapters, 
and orations similar manner. 
wise discusses the importance each 
liturgical hour. 

The book brought conclusion 
with suggestion that the user make the 
intention for the recitation the office 
purposeful possible, that is, have 
mind particular soul who will benefit 
these prayers. 

Although some individuals might pre- 
fer have the commentary and the 
psalter separate volumes, there are ob- 
vious advantages having them bound 
together. 

Sister Mary Charles Walsh, 0.8.B. 
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Benedictina Current Literature 


URING this year which the twelfth 
centenary the death St. Boni- 
face, number articles are commemor- 
ating the work the great Benedictine 
missionary. Boniface and His Age” 
Christopher Dawson the first article 
the June issue Month (pp. 325-32). 
all very good reading. special in- 
terest nuns the passage concerning 
Lioba, with the discussion beginning, 
that nuns should play important part 
all missionary activities. But was 
not the (pp. 330-31). 
St. Willibrord, co-worker St. Boni- 
face, was the news recently when 
article 
Strange Dancing Procession” was publish- 
The Kansas City Times (June 
Whit-Tuesday). account was given 
Louise Putnam Kansas City who 
was traveling Europe last year and had 
the good fortune Echternach 
Whit-Tuesday for that city’s unique an- 
celebration. The main feature 
traditional dance, which the pattern 
steps forward, two backward, three 
forward. The dancers four five 
holding knotted handkerchiefs 
between them. While they dance, they 
chant over and over, “Holy Willibrord, 
founder churches, light the blind, 
destroyer idols, pray for us.” Many 
miraculous cures are claimed have come 
fom this act devotion. 
the origin the dance, Miss Put- 
writes: 


Mists the ages obscure the true 
origin the procession. Supposed- 
commemorates occasion when 
St. Willibrord the seventh century 
healed contemporary, Saint Guy, 
with his magic [sic] touch. Saint Guy, 
healed, believed have danced for 
joy. danced, the pilgrims 
dance today. was healed so, 
they believe, may ailing ones among 
them 

The Saint Willibrord mentioned was 
English monk who came the 
peaceful riverside village Echternach 
Catholic missionary 698 A.D. 
founded there Benedictine monas- 
tery, the Abbey Echternach, which 
became one the most celebrated 
Northern Europe. brought Christi- 
anity this part Europe and be- 
came famous center learning. 


Sara Benedicta O’Neill, well known 
Benedictine Oblate, died January 
the age eighty-five. tribute this 
apostolic woman was published the 
February issue Today (pp. 7-8). After 
teaching the Chicago public schools for 
thirty-five years, Miss O’Neill retired 
from teaching and began realize long- 
cherished dream the establishment 
Catholic library. Learning library 
science course the University Chica- 
how the Benedictines had saved 
Christian and pagan thought the 
Middle Ages, Miss O’Neill became very 
much interested the ideals St. Bene- 
dict. 1902, while Monte Cassino, 
she was received Benedictine Oblate. 
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Calling her library first the Calvert 
Library, Miss O’Neill later changed its 
name St. Benet Library. Now its 
twenty-third year, more than libra- 
“meeting place, bookshop, chan- 
nel ideas for the intensification and 
spread the Christian life.” 


New Benedictina received from Desclée 
Brouwer includes Priére Pure Pureté 
Coeur, study based St. Gregory 
the Great and St. John the Cross, 
Dom Georges Lefebre Ligugé; also 
Vie Petit Saint Placide, pictorial life 
St. Placid the Meudon artist, Sister 
Genevieve Gallois, O.S.B., whom Time 
magazine described 1951 (May 21, 
112) fast becoming celebrity. 


Les Editions Source has 
series works Sacred History. The 
first volume Les Patriarches Dom 
Jean Monléon, whose Les XII Degres 
dictine Review (Summer 1952, pp. 


The nuns Regina Laudis Abbey, 
Bethlehem, Connecticut, are making 
new translation the Exercises St. 
Gertrude. most welcome news, 


Our Faith Press, Benet Lake, Wiscon- 
sin, has now issued Who series, describ- 
“Little Lives Great Saints,” 
ten especially for children. 
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